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LIVEABLE CITY TO HONOR HOMETOWN HEROES 
 
 
This week Liveable City pays tribute to some true hometown heroes at 
the 4th annual Liveable Vision Awards (Thursday, May 31, 6:00-7:30pm, 
in the beautiful Design Center at Penn Field, 3601 South Congress). This 
is not your mother’s award show - so expect a festive party mood and 
schmoozing galore at this Austin-style event! 
 
With the theme, "Celebrating Public Engagement in Austin," we’ll applaud 
four exceptional community-led initiatives, plus an innovative locally-
produced TV show, that have helped maintain and strengthen what’s best 
about our city. Tickets for the event are just $25 – get yours now at 
www.liveablecity.org. 
 
WHAT MAKES OUR WINNERS SPECIAL?  Read on… 
 
Mueller Neighborhood Coalition. This successful multi-neighborhood 
coalition put in years of hard work and uncountable volunteer hours to 
bring forth a true community vision on the site of Austin’s old airport. 
Working collaboratively with the city, private developers and each other, 
Mueller area residents developed a plan that complemented existing 
neighborhoods, while creating a vibrant urban village accessible to all 



Austinites. With build-out now well underway, we salute the group has set 
the bar for all future city planning efforts. 
<http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/mueller/focus.htm>www.ci.austin.tx.us/muell
er/focus.htm 
 
Responsible Growth for Northcross. When a surprise supercenter 
threatened their neighborhood last fall, this extraordinary group of 
residents and local businesses came together in a matter of weeks to 
protect their community. Now nearly six months into the battle, RG4N has 
combined research, education, community outreach and creative public 
engagement to focus attention on the rights of neighborhoods to have a 
say in how they grow. With such events as Arms Around Northcross, this 
group has garnered citywide support and has planted the seeds for long-
term community involvement among thousands of neighbors. 
<http://www.rg4n.org>www.rg4n.org 
 
St. John Neighborhood.  Overcoming a “transitional neighborhood” 
tag, St. John area residents have shown they have what it takes to 
protect and improve their community. In recent years, neighbors 
successfully enlisted business partners to help clean up an abandoned 
park and swimming pool and have celebrated the opening of a new branch 
library in their multi-purpose neighborhood elementary. When their 
neighborhood middle school was threatened with closure earlier this year, 
students, families and neighborhood businesses stepped up to the 
challenge with a heartfelt campaign resulting in a unanimous school board 
vote to keep the school open. The community has now created an 
innovative plan to boost student achievement, with increased technology 
and support services for families. With student test scores already on the 
rise, the St. Johns Neighborhood provides a living example of what 
community involvement can mean to our children. 
<http://www.liveablecity.org/stjohns.html>www.liveablecity.org/stjohns.
html 
 
Save Town Lake. For decades, residents and visitors have treasured the 
wide, green banks of Town Lake and cool waters of the Colorado River as 
it flows through downtown Austin. But last fall, the lakefront came under 
threat, with more than 20 development projects proposed for the Town 
Lake area, many of them massive and nearly all requesting some type of 
variance to build higher or closer to the shore. Seemingly overnight, Save 
Town Lake arose to lead the charge for lakefront preservation and 



responsible development. With the strong support of many local 
businesses, musicians and citizen groups, STL reinvigorated the 
community debate on how to best protect Austin’s crown jewel, through 
public education, benefits, legal challenges and a strong presence at city 
land use hearings. Though the battle is far from over, STL’s outstanding 
efforts have strongly increased our chances of preserving a Town Lake 
whose open natural beauty remains available to all. 
<http://www.savetownlake.org>www.savetownlake.org 
 
"Downtown" – Austin’s own award-winning TV series showcases the 
dynamic environment of history, architecture, people and arts that 
converge in downtown Austin. Now in its third season, the show has 
already snagged an Emmy for its fresh take on downtown life, with 
coverage ranging from poetry slams to the Blanton Museum to the best 
place to cop a fly tattoo. A co-production of the Downtown Austin 
Alliance, Action Figure, and KLRU, “Downtown” turns a bold eye on the 
heart of our town, a vivid snapshot of the brazen, fluid, enchanting mix 
that keeps us coming back each week. 
 
<http://www.downtownaustin.com/news/tv/>www.downtownaustin.com
/news/tv/ 
 
 
You Say You Want a Resolution? 
 
The Liveable City Board has weighed in with formal support for the 
Affordable Housing Incentives Task Force recommendations, 
plus a call for a Comprehensive Affordable Housing Strategic Plan for 
Austin. Read our full resolution, with a blueprint for beefing up 
affordability, at www.liveablecity.org. 
 
 
A special shout out to: 
 
The Kill-A-Watt Challenge… 
 
This green throw-down pits individuals, neighborhoods and businesses 
against each other to see who can reduce their energy use the most over 
the next four months. Sponsored by the Austin Chronicle and Austin 
Energy, the challenge offers monthly prizes and website recognition to 



those who show the greatest drop in energy use each month this 
summer. In September, the users who have shown the greatest reduction 
over the whole four-month contest period will win big whole-summer 
prizes. Read the rules and enter the Kill-A-Watt Challenge at 
www.austinchronicle.com/watt. 
 
Suggestions? Comments? Questions? We welcome your thoughts—email 
us at news@liveablecity.org or call us at 512.326.3331. 
 
 
And now, a word for our Sponsors 
 
Building a more Liveable City ain’t cheap! Special heartfelt thanks go to 
the following foundations for their generous financial support which 
makes our work possible: 
 
Shield- Ayers Foundation 
The Rather Family Trust 
 
Event sponsors 
 
If you‚d like to join Liveable City as a member or as a sponsor of the May 
31 Liveable Vision Awards please visit 
<http://www.liveablecity.org>www.liveablecity.org. Thanks! 
 
 


