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Conversations

Open your ears. Open your mind. Open your home.







Rounds/Questions: This is the Living Room Conversation
A Living Room Conversation is designed to flow through 6 rounds; 5 rounds with questions and the closing. During some rounds, each question will be addressed. In other rounds, the multiple questions are intended as conversation starters and you need only respond to the one or two that matter the most to you. In the event the conversation wanders off track, we will refer to this Conversation Guide to get it back on track.

Round One: Hopes and Concerns for The Future ~ 10 minutes
Answer one or more of the following:
· Who are you? What sense of purpose / mission / duty guides you in your personal and / or professional life?

· What would your best friend say about who you are and what makes you “tick”?

· What three words would a family member use to describe the “essence” of you?
Answer both of the following.
· What are your hopes and / or concerns for the longer term future?

· What most concerns you about your community and/or the country right now?
Round Two: Pick a topic from the back side of this page ~ 40 minutes
· Answer the questions for your chosen topic.
(To be completed in the larger group)

Round Three: What Are We Learning Here? ~ 15 Minutes
Answer each of the following questions:
· What learning, new understanding or appreciations do you have about the topic area selected?

· Has this conversation changed your perception of anyone in this group, including yourself?

· Is there any next step you would like to take based upon the conversation you just had?
Closing  - Thank you! 

Next steps

· Were any agreements identified that could be shared on the Living Room Conversations website?  If so please do share!  

· Would you like to have a second conversation? Many groups share their contact information amongst themselves and have ongoing conversations both online and in person as a group and one on one.  

· Go to the http://www.livingroomconversations.org/feedback/ to let us know about your experience.  Write a short comment or share a blog.  

For all conversations:

Remember that the goal for this Living Room Conversation is for all of us to listen and learn about where we have different opinions and where we have shared interests, intentions and goals.
Round Two: Mass Surveillance and National Security: What’s Next? ~ 40 minutes
Answer one or more of the following:
· How do you see the connection or disconnection between the mass surveillance and national security?
· Do surveillance and the collection of personal data affect you and your family? If so, how?
· What is the right balance between surveillance and security?
Round Two: Government and Business: Partnership or Cronies? ~ 40 minutes
Answer one or more of the following:
· When it comes to the relationships between business and government, what are you most concerned about right now?

· What would be a healthy relationship between business and government?
Round Two: Immigration: Policy Change Needed? ~ 40 minutes
Answer one or more of the following:
· What is the heart of the matter for you?  (i.e. what is it that really matters to your related to immigration?)

· Please share a story from your life experience that might help others understand how you came to have the perspectives, concerns or values you have related to immigration.
Round Two: What Does Mental Health Mean to Us? Our Community? ~ 40 minutes
Answer one or more of the following:
· What experiences in your life, your work or your family inform your thinking about mental health?

· Is mental health an important issue in your community, and if so, why?

· In your experience, how are mental health issues affecting young people?  (If you are a young person, how do mental health issues affect you and your peers?)

Round Two: What Does It Mean to Be An American? ~ 40 minutes
Answer one or more of the following:
· What experiences do you consider “uniquely American” that have influenced your life?

· What is the current American Dream?

· How would you describe your earliest recognition of the U.S.A.? 
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