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Welcome
Queensland is home to our nation’s most diverse and innovative 
agricultural industries. Industries with untapped potential, poised to 
create the jobs and generate the income to further our agricultural 
sector as an economic powerhouse for the state.

Queensland was founded as a state of unlimited opportunity. A state 
where if you backed yourself and took a chance you were given every 
opportunity to succeed. A state of entrepreneurs, a state of farmers, 
where people were rewarded for their efforts.

A Tim Nicholls-led Liberal National Government will Build a Better 
Queensland. We have a plan to create jobs, support small business, 
invest in education and the next generation of Queenslanders and 
provide better services for families and retirees. We will restore 
business confidence and once again get investment flowing to create 
jobs throughout all of Queensland.

An LNP Government will reduce the risk to our economic security by 
focusing on six drivers to strengthen and diversify the Queensland 
economy. The six drivers are:

• Tourism
• Agriculture
• Resources
• Construction and Manufacturing
• Services, Science and Technology, and
• Education.

Our agriculture strategy will return confidence to primary industries 
that have historically been the backbone of regional communities 
– and the backbone of Queensland. The LNP’s plan for agriculture 
will harness the potential for driving growth and creating jobs across 
Queensland.

Agriculture has been under attack from the Palaszczuk Labor 
Government since it took power. Labor has tried to introduce unfair 
vegetation management laws that would again reverse the onus of 
proof for farmers. Labor is backing Green preferences instead of 
farmers. Labor also backed multi-national companies over Queensland 
cane growers and continued its ideological fight against Queensland’s 
commercial fishers, even though our fisheries are widely recognised as 
being sustainably managed. Labor has provided new taxpayer-funded 
electricity subsidies for asylum-seekers, but has refused to work with 
farmers on soaring electricity prices.

The Liberal National Party recognises that agriculture, fisheries 
and forestry need to be a key portfolio to help underpin a strong 
Queensland economy – a portfolio critical to regional economies 
and jobs. Without a strong economy, governments cannot provide 
better services in our hospitals, a better education for our children or 
invest in new technology and equipment to help police protect our 
communities.

Only by Building a Better Queensland – will we deliver the jobs 
needed and restart our economy.

Deb FRECKLINGTON MP Dale LAST MPTim NICHOLLS MP



By focusing on six key drivers the LNP will create jobs 
while strengthening and diversifying the Queensland 
economy.

The LNP’s six drivers represent almost two-thirds of the 
Queensland economy1 and more than seven out of every 
ten jobs in the state2.

The LNP’s 
Economic Plan

Supporting and strengthening our primary industries is 
vital for our economic plan to Build a Better Queensland.

Agriculture, fisheries, forestry and secondary processing 
contributes almost $8 billion to the state’s economy3. 
More than 40,0004 businesses in Queensland are 
involved in agriculture, with 282,000 people employed 
in the agriculture and food supply chain.

A thriving agriculture sector isn’t just about regional 
Queensland. Meat processing is Queensland’s largest 
manufacturing sector, supporting 20,000 jobs in the 
state’s southeast at Beenleigh, Dinmore, Grantham, 
Kilcoy and Murarrie, as well as thousands more on the 
Darling Downs and in Rockhampton and Townsville.

Sadly under Labor, agriculture has an uncertain future. It 
faces double-digit, year-on-year increases in electricity 
costs. Unless positive action is taken, thousands of 
farmers will face electricity price hikes of 50-100 per 
cent by 2020. Farmers cannot grow or plan for the 
future when weighed down by mounting power bills.

Worse still for many farmers, a re-elected Labor 
Government will scrap the LNP’s sensible vegetation 
management laws. Labor’s scrapping of the LNP’s 
vegetation management framework would again stifle 
production and put a tight lid on development, add more 
red tape and undermine the value of farm investments.

The LNP’s approach to agricultural development in 
Queensland pinpoints ways to unlock new markets and 
growth opportunities for agricultural products across 
the supply chain. It relies on sensible and practical 
development underpinned by water infrastructure 
and the identification of new market and export 
opportunities.

The LNP’s plan will unlock more opportunities for 
high-value agriculture while helping to return wool and 
sheep meat production to the western areas of the 
state through additional cluster fencing. We will cut red 
tape for aquaculture developments, provide additional 
funding for pest and weed management and improve 
our rural agricultural colleges.

70%
of all 

Queensland 
jobs

1 ABS Series 5220.0 – Australian National Accounts: State Accounts
2 ABS Series 6291.0.55.003 – Labour Force, Australia, Detailed, Quarterly
3 ABS Series 5220.0 – Australian National Accounts: State Accounts
4 ABS Series 8165.0 – Counts of Australian Businesses, Including Entries and Exits



The LNP’s Record
The LNP has a track record of delivering positive policies 
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry:

Established a stand-alone Department of Agriculture
• Under the previous Labor Government, agriculture 

didn’t have a dedicated department and was 
neglected as a result.

Common-sense change to land tenure to make it easier 
to freehold

Revitalised the fire ant eradication policy through the 
adoption of new technology and a more flexible front-
line response

Improved productivity to support the growing 
international demand for tropical pulses

Established an Agricultural Cabinet Committee so the 
industry had a direct line to Cabinet Ministers and 
Department heads to fast-track reform

Delivered the funding for the Toowoomba Second 
Range Crossing – a new link for Queensland’s major 
export route

Re-established the stock squad to prevent and 
investigate cattle rustling

$9 million inshore net fishery buy-back
• Implemented the successful and value-for-money 

net buyback to improve sustainability of inshore net 
fisheries.

Forest industry plan
• Initiated the Queensland Forest and Timber 

Industry Plan to assist business growth and support 
innovation in the forest and timber industry. The 
Queensland Forest and Timber Industry Plan 
guaranteed a future for the forest and timber industry 
in Queensland through sustainable practices.

Horticulture industry and workforce plan
• Invested $1.2 million to develop a Horticulture 

Workforce Plan, which helped industry, government 
and the education and training sector focus on 
improvements to support the horticulture sector. The 
Horticulture Workforce Plan identified strategies to 
overcome current and future workforce development 
challenges.

Delivered the ‘Ag Strategy’, including the 1st ‘State of Ag 
Report’ and the inaugural agriculture conference
• The LNP developed a 2040 plan for Queensland’s 

Agriculture industry to maximise the opportunities for 
the growing global demand for food and fibre.

War on western weeds
• Invested millions of dollars to combat weeds 

including Prickly acacia and Bellyache bush. This 
pair alone infests more than six million hectares 
of western grazing lands. Our action increased 
productivity. Labor doesn’t have a plan to combat 
such invasive plants.

Wild dogs – cut red tape and eased restrictions on 
baiting
• Rescinded Labor’s policy that demanded bait meat 

for wild dog control be of ‘human consumption’ 
grade.

• Introduced a common-sense approach to allow 
landholders to buy pre-prepared manufactured 
baits, a program that’s since stalled under the Labor 
Government.

Record drought support through DRAS
• Delivered a record drought assistance package 

for farmers through the Drought Relief Assistance 
Scheme.

Sugar R&D
• Increased funding for sugarcane Research, 

Development and Extension to help the industry halt 
the decline in yield and increase production.

Fisheries management review
• Undertook the wide-ranging MRAG review of 

fisheries management, recognised as the most 
comprehensive, independent review of fisheries 
management done in Queensland. Widely supported 
by commercial and recreational fishers and industry 
stakeholders, the MRAG review set a new course to 
better manage and care for Queensland’s fish stocks.

From Opposition, the LNP has continued to fight for 
farmers, and has:
• Ensured defeat of Labor’s push to dismantle the 

LNP’s common sense vegetation management 
framework, protecting the rights of farmers and 
landholders.

• Embarrassed the Government into finally consulting 
with landholders on the alignment of the tick-line – to 
finally listen to local landholders on where to best 
site the line.

• Introduced fair changes which have given cane 
farmers the ability to choose how their economic 
interest (Grower Economic Interest) in sugar is 
marketed.

• Successfully lobbied the Federal Government to 
introduce a sugar industry Code of Conduct.

• Pressured the Labor Government to listen to AgForce 
and the Queensland Farmers’ Federation about 
giving more rights to farmers when dealing with 
banks on rural debt.

• Gave the new Queensland Rural and Industry 
Development Authority (QRIDA) powers to compel 
banks to provide basic data on farm debt so that 
QRIDA (formerly QRAA) can again publish a biannual 
rural debt survey to inform better policy development 
and programs dealing with rural debt hot spots in 
industry and regions.



Labor Fails
The key sectors of agriculture, fisheries and 
forestry are nothing but afterthoughts for this Labor 
Government. Under Labor, primary producers have 
been deprived of a strong voice at the Cabinet table.

On Labor’s watch, the value of agriculture has declined 
and there are now 3500 fewer people working in the 
industry than when Labor took office in 2015.

Labor has cut staff numbers in the Department of 
Agriculture and Fisheries. After 2½ years of Labor, 
79 fewer staff are in the Department while at the 
same time the Government has hired more than 
15,000 extra public servants in other departments.

Agricultural sector stakeholders universally slammed 
Labor following the handing down of their third budget 
and the lack of investment and initiatives for one of the 
major drivers of the Queensland economy.

AgForce described Labor’s third budget as 
“underwhelming”. AgForce General President Grant 
Maudsley said: “While there are billions of dollars 
set aside for road and rail projects in South-East 
Queensland, there appears to be no major new 
funding for regional and rural transport initiatives that 
would make it safer, easier and cheaper to get farm 
goods to market.”

The Queensland Farmers’ Federation said Labor’s third 
budget “lacks vision and overlooks the importance 
and crucial role agriculture plays in Queensland’s rural 
and regional communities.”

Canegrowers chief executive officer Dan Galligan 
said the Queensland Government had missed an 
opportunity to invest positively in agriculture in its 
2017-18 State Budget.

Labor’s attacks on farmers include:

• Trying to roll back the LNP’s common-sense 
vegetation management laws.

• Taking the side of multinational milling companies 
over cane farmers on marketing choice.

• Failing to consult on changes to the tick line, until 
LNP pressure ultimately embarrassed them into 
dealing with graziers on the issue.

• Refusing to consult with commercial fishers over 
the introduction of net-free zones.

• Scrapping the LNP’s Agricultural Energy Council 
and ignoring the concerns of farmers about 
spiralling electricity prices.

• Throwing common sense out the window with 
firearms laws and refusing to renew “H” category 
licences.

Agriculture isn’t a priority for Labor.

ELECTRICITY: Why 
farmers are to blame

Source: Queensland Country Life 28/07/17

Source: Queensland Country Life 22/07/17

Palaszczuk ramps up farmer 

bashing with new tree report
Farmers say fair, 
balanced land 
management 
laws vital

Source: Queensland Country Life
 18/08/17

Queensland farmers call for ministerial stability in wake of Donaldson resignation
Source: Queensland Country Life 04/11/16



LNP Plan
The LNP has a clear plan to strengthen our primary industries through 
better roads and rail infrastructure and rail services – improving access 
to markets and ports. Our plan focuses on helping farmers and helping 
drive more investment to support more jobs.

Improve Productivity
The LNP will:

• Establish an Agricultural Cabinet Committee to ensure industry 
can talk directly to government decision-makers to tackle issues 
impacting the industry. 

• Support up to 20,000 jobs for young Queenslanders, reduce the 
cost of working for young apprentices and incentivise businesses 
to train and retain young jobseekers. Whether it’s irrigation 
technicians, diesel fitters or a job in the hardware store, the LNP’s 
program will support young people moving into these jobs.

• Maintain fair vegetation management laws under which land 
clearing has been about 30 per cent lower than the average over 
the last 28 years.

• Improve weed and pest management by investing an additional 
$25 million over four years. This funding will be available for 
cluster fencing, targeted baiting programs and strategic spraying 
and infrastructure to stop the spread of seeds. The LNP will partner 
with landholders, land improvement groups and local government 
to reduce weeds and pests to boost farm productivity.

• Re-establish the Energy and Water Council scrapped by Labor, 
giving farmers a seat at the table to tackle the issues behind 
spiralling electricity prices, including water charges and electricity 
tariff reforms.

• Provide $500 million to Royalties for Regions to deliver better 
infrastructure so agriculture commodities can get to market quicker, 
and at a lower cost.

• Plan and build the dams Queensland needs, thus expanding land 
used for high-value agriculture and improving water security. 

• We will fairly administer firearm laws to allow farmers to manage 
pests. Unlike Labor, the LNP won’t penalise law-abiding licensed 
firearm owners, especially those who use firearms for primary 
production.

• Set a red tape target of 20 per cent including reducing the 
mountain of forms and compliance for farmers. The LNP will tackle 
the cost of red tape, the complexity of requirements and the time it 
takes to complete government forms. 

• Commit to on-going operation and further improvement of courses 
at our Agricultural Colleges. Queensland needs to continue to 
develop and improve skills needed in agriculture. Well-trained, 
quality graduates not only boost employment outcomes but 
support farmers. 

• The LNP recognises more must be done to lessen risks from 
injury and death in farm vehicle accidents. Rollover bars and crush 
protection devices (CPDs) have proven their worth in saving lives 
in quad bike accidents. The LNP will provide up to $2 million 
over four years to provide a $500 rebate for fitting approved 
safety devices. The rebate will be available for fitting at time of 
purchase of new vehicle and for retro-fitting of existing units.

Boost Biosecurity 
The LNP will:

• Provide $10.8 million over four years for 
improvements to biosecurity capacity. Queensland 
is known for disease-free, high-quality produce. 
This reputation is essential to continue to grow 
agricultural exports and capitalise on the increasing 
global demand for high-quality agricultural produce. 
The LNP will make this investment to protect “Brand 
Queensland”.

• Fund three additional veterinary officers based in 
the regions to increase the early identification and 
response to issues of biosecurity and production. 
To support this commitment the LNP will invest $3 
million over four years.

• Facilitate export infrastructure improvements for 
agriculture. The LNP will work with the industry to 
identify and overcome export impediments.

• Protect Brand Queensland and ensure our 
biosecurity capability is up to standard. To achieve 
this, the LNP will conduct an annual biosecurity 
stocktake. The LNP doesn’t take biosecurity for 
granted, we will be ever-vigilant.

• Support a Farmers for the Future program in 
collaboration with industry groups to provide 
pathways for young people to take up farming 
opportunities supported by information and 
mentorship. 

• To reduce Panama TR4 risks to the Far North 
Queensland banana industry, the LNP will invest 
$3 million over 4 years to reduce the feral pig 
population that damages sensitive areas of the Wet 
Tropics and spreads contaminated soil. This is a 
practical biosecurity and environmental initiative.



Stronger Forestry and Timber 
The LNP will:

• Ensure the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry refocuses support on the forestry and 
timber sectors in Queensland. Unlike Labor, we 
recognise the $3 billion annual contribution of these 
sectors to the state’s economy and the 10,000 direct 
and 15,000 indirect jobs they support. The LNP will 
give our forestry and timber industries a real voice in 
government with a seat at the Cabinet table.

• Build on the LNP’s strategic Timber Industry Plan in 
government with $2 million to support expansion of 
both the softwood and hardwood forestry sectors, 
which are vital to many regional centres. The plan 
provides the foundation for a competitive forest and 
timber industry that delivers benefits to Queensland 
over the next 30 years.

• Invest up to $4 million for a Queensland Farm 
Forestry Development Initiative. The policy directly 
responds to the need to encourage increased 
private native (hardwood) forest production. Properly 
managed native forests can generate supplementary 
income for farmers and other landholders. The 
initiative will deliver direct farm advice and innovation 
services for landholders and establish a Farm 
Forestry Centre in partnership with industry.

• Work with industry to improve wood productivity 
from state-owned native (hardwood) forests through 
improved practices, fire management, biosecurity 
and environmental certification.

• Work with industry and across government 
departments to improve the timber industry’s 
supply chain, from growing and harvesting to 
transport logistics, log processing, advanced timber 
and engineered wood products to wholesale and 
retail sales.

• Ensure Queensland retains a dedicated timber 
products research centre at Salisbury in Brisbane. 
By working with industry, the LNP will strive to 
expand research and development work, not just 
for Queensland, but also nationally to build a true 
“Centre of Excellence” for national timber products 
research and development.

• Promote Queensland Timber as a brand that 
signifies sustainable, safe and high-quality timber 
products. 

Better Fisheries
The LNP will:

• Continue to implement the recommendations from 
the LNP’s comprehensive Review of Queensland 
Fisheries Management (the MRAG Review), to 
modernise fisheries management in Queensland. 
The Review was evidence-based and developed in 
consultation with key stakeholders and will ensure 
Queensland’s fisheries are managed sustainably.

• Retain the current Net Free Zones at Cairns, Cape 
Hillsborough and Rockhampton-Capricorn Coast.

• Re-establish Regional Fisheries Advisory 
Committees to better manage the state’s fish stocks 
for all stakeholders and give locals a voice.

• Support a pilot program for commercial fishers to 
label from capture to point of sale. This will support 
the increased demand for point-of-origin produce 
and support Brand Queensland.

• Increase fishing opportunities for recreational 
and commercial fishers in northern Moreton Bay 
by establishing new artificial reefs with a $3 million 
investment.

Promote Queensland Agriculture
To better showcase our farm and associated industries, 
we will re-instate the Queensland Agricultural 
Conference (mid-year) to bring together the State’s top 
agricultural representatives, researchers and financiers. 

An LNP Government will ensure that Queensland 
agriculture is well and truly again ‘open for business’. The 
LNP will make the Queensland Agricultural Conference 
needs a ‘must attend’ networking event for leading 
farmers, agribusinesses, food processors, transport and 
logistic and trade specialists. 

Under the LNP, the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry will work closely with State Development 
and Trade Investment Queensland to put our primary 
industries on the international map. Through Trade and 
Investment Queensland, the LNP will do more to promote 
Queensland Agriculture and the Trade Minister will lead 
an annual agriculture-focused trade mission to high-
growth, high-potential export markets. 

Better Government through an Open-Door 
Policy
The LNP will:

• Re-establish industry roundtables to give industry 
sectors and their representatives a seat at the table 
to connect directly with Government Ministers – it’s 
about getting the policies right and dealing quickly 
with emerging issues.

• Re-introduce an open-door policy in government 
– where every call to the Minister’s office is taken; 
where all industries matter, and where primary 
producers do have a genuine opportunity to be 
heard by either the Minister or senior staff to resolve 
issues and put forward ideas.

• Re-introduce a genuine commitment to customer 
service for all primary producers when dealing with 
the Department.

• Return to common-sense government with policies 
and programs driven by industry that provide real 
support for our farmers, rural industries and rural 
communities.



To learn more about Our Plan visit
betterqueensland.org.au
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