
Posted:  May 13, 2016  

 
JOB DESCRIPTION   

Bike Ferry Captain, Part-time 
 

DESCRIPTION: The Island Line Bike Ferry is Vermont's only bike ferry service, one of 
the most scenic in the world, bringing cyclists and pedestrians across "The Cut", a 200-foot gap on the beautiful 
Colchester Causeway. Our Coast Guard Certified Captains operate the 20-passenger 45’ pontoon boat Bike 
Ferry in all weather from Memorial Day to Columbus Day each year. We’re seeking part-time Captains for 
Sundays and fill-in shifts, for up to a few days a month (June - October). 
   
RESPONSIBILITIES: 

 Operate 45’ bike ferry pontoon boat  
o Pilot Bike Ferry from service docks near Marble Island Marina to the Cut on the Colchester 

Causeway, 3+ miles, to spend the day at the Cut. Shifts start and end at the service docks. 
 Work with the Deckhand to ensure the safe loading, unloading and transport of ferry passengers, 

bicycles and trailers 
 Collect fares and manage flow of passengers as needed 
 Complete passenger logs and ridership data; reconciliation of revenues at end of day. 
 Full-day shifts are 9:15 am to 6:45pm, half-day is 11:30am to 4:30pm 

 
QUALIFICATIONS: 

 U.S. Coast Guard licensed captain, 25-ton Master or higher 
 Competent small-boat handler, able to make many landings in a short period of time, both safely and 

efficiently 
 Familiarity with generally accepted commercial marine operating policies and procedures 
 Strong interpersonal and communications skills 
 Ability to interact positively and patiently with the public and Local Motion volunteers 
 Ability to lift loaded bikes and trailers up to 50 lbs. 
 Willingness to work outdoors in all weather conditions 
 Subject to pre-employment and random drug tests, as per U.S. Coast Guard regulations 
 Knowledge of and experience with cycling, regional trails, and recreation opportunities in the Greater 

Burlington area desirable, not required 
 Friendly, enthusiastic, helpful demeanor 

 
Hours: Part-time & seasonal, availability on MANY SUNDAYS ESSENTIAL.  Early June until October. 
Pay: $16 per hour 
Reports to: Local Motion’s Bike Ferry Operations Manager, Brian Costello  
 
TO APPLY: 
Send a letter of interest to Peg Clement, Bike Ferry Operations Manager, at jobs@localmotion.org.  Position 
open until filled.  Only short-listed applicants will be contacted; thank you. 

 
Local Motion is Vermont’s nonprofit statewide advocate for walking and biking.  Founded in 1999 to reconnect the Island Line 
Rail Trail from Burlington to the Lake Champlain Islands, the organization’s mission has expanded to bring walking and biking 
within reach for all Vermonters and to help communities across Vermont become great places to walk and bike. 
A team of dedicated year-round staff, supported by a seasonal crew of ambassadors and more than 200 passionate volunteers, 
delivers programs and services to more than 25,000 people each year. In 2015 more than 7,329 children learned bike skills 
through Bike Smart, 458 adults took part in Everyday Bicycling education taking the next step to making biking part of their 
everyday lives, 13,723 people make the connection to and from the Champlain Islands on the Island Line Bike Ferry, and 
technical assistance to towns across Vermont helped to advance walk/bike projects in 28 communities.  Following a merger 
with the Vermont Bike and Pedestrian Coalition in 2015, Local Motion is pursuing a legislative agenda to improve road safety and 
driver education. 
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