RAILROADED:

Carving up food lands for coal transport
in Central Queensland.
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Consultant - Water Resource Management and Hydrology.

Richard's expertise includes operational management of large dams, including water supply and flood
mitigation, and in environmental, economic and water related studies using computer modelling of river
and storage salinities, and of water resource systems containing dams, hydroelectric works, rivers,

and riparian ecosystems.

Full review available here: http://www.lockthegate.org.au/railroaded_review

Thanks to Paula Heelan, Erland Howland, Tom Jefferson/Greenpeace

for use of Central Queensland images.
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The Regional Planning Interests Act

The new Queensland Regional Planning Interests Act, which was passed recently,
weakens the previous protections provided for agricultural land via the Strategic Cropping
Land Act, which is set to be repealed. The Regional Planning Interests Act 2014
does not place any prohibitions on mining in agricultural areas and it does not require an
Agricultural Impact Assessment prior to granting Regional Planning Interest Authorities.

Despite the GBSDA precincts taking in over 50,000 ha of potential cropping land, the
out-dated regional plan that covers the GBSDA area does not identify any 'Priority
Agricultural Areas'. Therefore, even the weak measures that apply in the RPI Act for
such areas do not apply in this instance.

Conclusion

The new rail projects proposed for the GBSDA will reduce the area of available high
quality farmland in Central Queensland, fragment the agricultural landscape in the
region and create significant additional flood impacts for the local communities and
agricultural industries. As a result, the contribution to the State’s agricultural production
is predicted to decline.

The continued imbalance in the Government’s policy approach, which privileges
damaging mining activity and its infrastructure needs over other, long-established land
uses in rural Central Queensland is leading to the irreversible loss of good quality land,
and jeopardising the food producing future of the state.

Without clear and unambiguous statutory protection, agricultural lands and critical
water resources that underpin them will continue to be lost to coal mining and its
associated infrastructure and the chronic decline of agricultural productivity in
Queensland will continue.
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