
Make a submission: Hume Coal Project EIS SSD 15_7172 and the Berrima Rail Project SSD 15_7171 

 
Hume Coal has an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on exhibition seeking public feedback on its 
plans for a brand new coal mine inside Sydney’s drinking water catchment.  

 
We’ve made a guide to help you make a submission. 

 
Submissions must be lodged by 30 June 2017. 

 
You can do that online here:  

https://lockthegate.good.do/humecoal/object/ 

 
Or send your submission by mail: 

 
Attn: Executive Director, Resource Assessments 
Department of Planning and Environment 
GPO Box 39 
Sydney NSW 2001 

 
You can have your say and object to the project by writing a simple letter outlining what concerns 
you about Hume Coal’s project. Some of our primary concerns about this project are listed below. 
If you do use any of these points, please put them in your own language. The more unique 
submissions received by NSW Planning, the better. 

 
1 - GROUND WATER WILL BE SERIOUSLY IMPACTED 
Hume Coal admits that the project will seriously affect landowners’ water bores in the area above 
the mine, with the EIS stating that at least 93 bores owned by 71 landowners will be affected, with 
some drawn down by up to 80 metres.  

 
2 - ANALYSIS FINDS THE MINE COULD DAMAGE THE ECONOMY OF THE SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS  
“The Southern Highlands’ government, industry and community have a long-term plan for the 
region’s economy which would take advantage of its environment, location and people, and maintain 
its natural environment and heritage. Coal is not a part of that plan. It threatens the groundwater 
that the region depends upon, and the region’s “clean and green” image. Investment in the region 
will be suppressed as long as there is a possibility that the mine could be built.”  

 
3 - DANGEROUS COAL DUST IS A HEALTH HAZARD 
Dangerous dust can carry a long way in windy conditions that typically occur at certain times of the 
year in the Southern Highlands. Coal dust and diesel emissions caused by coal trains all pose a threat 
to human health, with particular effects on at-risk groups such as the elderly and children. 
 
4 - POLLUTION OF LOCAL RIVERS AND STREAMS 
Hume Coal claims that it will only need to pump mine water into Oldbury Creek (which will find its 
way into the Wingecarribee River) on rare occasions. It doesn’t have a Water Treatment Plant in its 
plans so if they are wrong about the amount of water, there is a serious risk of toxic mine waste 
water polluting the local river system which is part of Sydney’s drinking water catchment. 

 

https://lockthegate.good.do/humecoal/object/


 
5 - IMPACT ON THREATENED SPECIES AND CRITICALLY ENDANGERED ECOSYSTEMS 

Species listed in the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) and 
the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (TSC Act) will be impacted by this mine. For example, 
a large area of Koala habitat is located in areas predicted to be subject to drawdown of groundwater 
greater than 10m in some places.  

 
6 - MINE WASTE REINJECTION IS A HEALTH HAZARD 
Hume Coal plans to reinject potentially toxic mine waste back into the mine. This risks pollution of 
groundwater in the aquifer above the mine.  

 
7 - HUME COAL HAS NO SOCIAL LICENCE TO BUILD THIS MINE 
Research conducted in April 2017 by Galaxy Research found that only 18% of Wingecarribee Shire 
residents “support the Hume Coal proposal”. A further 76% are worried about groundwater, 69% are 
worried about the impact on flora and fauna and 67% worried about dust. 

 
8 - INCREASED TIME OF CLOSURE OF RAIL CROSSINGS WILL UNACCEPTABLY IMPACT EMERGENCY 
SERVICES  
The addition of the Hume Coal trains will add an extra 24 minutes of closures at rail level crossings 
each and every day. The nearly 30% increase in the total time rail crossings are closed  will present 
unacceptable impacts on emergency service response times including fire, ambulances and police. 

 
9 - DOES HUME COAL’S OWNER, POSCO FAIL NSW’S ‘FIT AND PROPER’ TEST? 
Under the NSW Mining Act, a proponent must be ‘fit and proper’ to hold a mining right. Coal Free 
Southern Highlands has serious concerns about the corporate record of POSCO. POSCO has an 
appalling international track record for corruption, environmental destruction and/or human rights 
abuse which is well documented in countries including India, Uzbekistan, South Korea, Vietnam and 
West Papua. 
 

 
10 - REAL SOCIAL IMPACTS CAN ALREADY BE SEEN 
Over six long years, the uncertainty caused by the prospect of a coal mine in the district has caused 
anxiety, depression and ill-health in the community. Hume Coal’s aggressive approach and lack of 
transparency exacerbated the situation. This will be made much worse if a mine is approved. 

 
For more information visit Coal Free Southern Highlands and Battle for Berrima websites. 
 

 
Print out a hard copy of the EIS Submission Form. 

http://www.coalfreesouthernhighlands.com/
https://www.battleforberrima.com.au/
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/lockthegate/pages/3796/attachments/original/1496127494/Hume_EIS-SubmissionForm.pdf?1496127494

