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Here are some points of objection you might like to make when delivering your oral submission to 
the NSW Planning Assessment Commission public meeting about the Wallarah 2 coal project. 

The public meeting will take place at Wyong Golf Club from 9am 3rd November, but to speak at it 
you'll need to register by 1st November, by calling (02) 9383 2112 or emailing pac@pac.nsw.gov.au 
with your name and contact number.

I object to the proposed Wallarah 2 Coal Project for the following reasons

• The project poses massive and unacceptable risks to the drinking water catchment of the  
Central Coast. 
◦ It would undermine a major tributary of the catchment. Experience elsewhere in NSW 

has shown that creeks crack and go dry when they are undermined, and that these 
impacts are always grossly underestimated by mine proponents.

◦ The void left by the mine would continue to draw in 2.5 million litres of a water a year 
for the next 500 years. This is purely unacceptable, and the suggestion from the Planning
Department and the mine proponent that this water loss can be compensated for is 
laughable. 

◦ The mine proponents' plan to dispose of salty brine into the catchment system, as well as
to store thousands of cubic metres of semi-solid salty brine indefinitely, carry completely
unacceptable risks of polluting the catchment.

• The project is unwanted by the local community.
◦ 84% of the 728 submissions on the first EIS in 2013 were objections. 
◦ 83% of the 708 submissions on the Amended EIS in 2016 were objections. 
◦ The project was opposed by the Central Coast Water Corporation and the Wyong Shire 

and Gosford City councils, before their amalgamation into the Central Coast Council, 
which continues to object to the project. The project has also come under strong 
criticism from the Lake Macquarie City Council to the north. 

◦ The project is opposed by the local state Member of Parliament. 
◦ The project is opposed by the Darkinjung Aboriginal Land Council, who have been 

treated with contempt by the proponents of the mine, who have now resorted to 
bypassing the Land Council's opposition with this amended development application, 
which if approved would severely curtail Land Council developments in this area.

• The air pollution and health impacts from the mine are too big.
◦ Communities near the proposed mine would be subjected to increased levels of particle 

pollution from coal stockpiles and train movements.
◦ Particle pollution is known to increase illness and death in communities exposed to it.



◦ This project would therefore lead to increased illness and death in surrounding 
communities, a fact that is acknowledged in the EIS for the project. This is a completely 
unacceptable outcome for a project that is not needed or wanted by local communities. 

• The project is not needed and probably not viable.
◦ The world is rapidly moving away from coal as an energy source, and the transition to 

renewable energy will continue gathering pace as renewable energy becomes cheaper (it 
is cheaper than coal already in many places), and as the disastrous effects of climate 
change become impossible to ignore. Every serious energy analyst now says the thermal 
coal industry as in a state terminal decline, and many expect the decline to happen 
rapidly over the next decade. 

◦ The South Korean government, which is the ultimate owner of the Wallarah 2 coal 
project, has publicly announced its intention to transition away from coal as an energy 
source, and has directed publicly owned resource companies such as Kores, proponents 
of Wallarah 2, to wind back their involvement in overseas coal development. 

• The Wyong community has beaten this project already and deserves to have it put to rest.
◦ The original Wallarah 2 project was rejected by the former NSW state government due 

to overwhelming local opposition to it.
◦ The current Coalition government promised the electorate that the mine would not go 

ahead during the 2011 election campaign, only to backflip later. 
◦ For over a decade now, the local community has fought hard to have this project 

knocked back. This isn't fair. For once and for all, the mine needs to be rejected.


