
Three years on from the NSW Chief Scientist delivering her final report into coal seam gas in 
September 2014, LOCK THE GATE has developed this report card.  It follows a 2015 report card 
that found considerable gaps in the Government’s actions at that time. Disappointingly, many gaps 
remain. Despite declarations in the NSW Gas Plan that CSG projects won’t be approved until the 
recommendations have been implemented the Narrabri project continues to be progressed.  

The 2017 score card builds upon the first and is in two parts: a summary of performance against 
five priority concerns and a detailed review of current implementation of the Chief Scientist’s 
recommendations. It tests the Government’s actions against the priorities: health, water, protection of 
farmland and landholder and community rights. The 2017 scorecards adds “energy affordability” as a 
fifth issue of community concern, though it was not addressed by the Chief Scientist. 
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1. See for example the 4th edition of the Compendium of Scientific, 
Medical, and Media Findings Demonstrating Risks and Harms of 
Fracking. November 2016. Physicians for Social Responsibility. 

http://www.psr.org/assets/pdfs/fracking-compendium-4.pdf 

THE COMMUNITY HAS MADE THEIR VIEWS CLEAR...  
THE COMMUNITY IS NOT COMFORTABLE WITHOUT SECURITY OF LAND  
AND WATER. AS A GOVERNMENT, WE HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO LISTEN.  
WE ALSO HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO ENSURE WE HAVE AFFORDABLE ENERGY.

NSW Premier Gladys Berejiklian, 25 January 2017 



ISSUE REVIEW  SCORE

COMMUNITY REPORT CARD

No progress since last report. An extensive body of new research 
from the United States has revealed that there are very serious 
health concerns with unconventional gas mining.  The Chief Scientist 
acknowledged that the potential health impacts in NSW were unknown 
and no further work has been done in NSW since. NICNAS has still not 
concluded its assessment of chemicals involved in CSG nationally.

There is still insufficient data to establish baseline conditions for aquifers 
at risk from CSG in the state’s North West. Three licences were bought 
back which threatened drinking water catchments in Sydney, the 
Illawarra, Central Coast and Newcastle, but no exclusion zones have 
been established for either drinking water catchments or productive 
aquifers. Aquifer interference approvals are still not required for drilling 
and mining.

Critical industry clusters in the Hunter Valley are protected, but no 
farmland outside of that region, despite almost all of remaining 
petroleum licences being concentrated from the Liverpool Plains to the 
Queensland border, affecting cotton, cereal, beef and other farming 
clusters. Several licences were bought back including all in the Northern 
Rivers region, but no laws have been introduced to prevent new licences 
being issued in these areas. The Gateway process is ineffective and 
similarly, the Strategic Release Framework for exploration licences does 
not have clear guidance that CSG and other petroleum licences must not 
be issued over productive farmland or aquifers.

Communities are being prevented from challenging the merits of mining 
and gas projects in court. There is still no right for landholders to say 
“no” to CSG, although the NSW Government has negotiated non-
binding commitments from two companies not to force access against 
landholder wishes. There have been improvements to the compulsory 
arbitration process. There is no mechanism to recognise the nearly 270 
communities around the state that have self-declared GASFIELD FREE.

Large gas companies have begun exporting the majority of the gas 
produced on the east coast, driving up gas prices to levels that are 
causing job losses and risk the closure of businesses. When we use 
expensive gas in our power stations, the price of electricity goes up too. 
Unconventional gasfields like proposed CSG at Narrabri are expensive 
and yields are unreliable. Berejiklian has so far resisted intense pressure 
from the Federal Government to expedite the Narrabri CSG proposal. 
The Govt has a new energy affordability package and is working on 
attracting lower-cost renewable energy to the state, which does not keep 
us at the mercy of greedy mining companies for our electricity.
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