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DEPUTY PREMIER OF QUEENSLAND

Mr Rick Humphries
Lock the Gate Alliance
Cl- 38 Nicholson Rd
Thomdale via Stanthorpe, QLD, 4380
Via e-mail: richardhumphries@bigpond.com
Dear Mr Humphries
Thank you for your letter to Evan Moorhead dated 30 August 2017 in which you seek the ALP's response on issues of
significance to your members and supporters.
A response to the particular issues you raised is below; however, it is important to initially focus on the main political
challenge of this election.
There is only one party capable of winning a majority that also supports:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

no public funding for the Adani coal mine;
a 50 per cent by 2030 renewable energy target to shift reliance on fossil fuels and create sustainable jobs
responsible transition to a zero net emissions economy by 2050
a sensible land-clearing policy aimed at stopping the record broad-scale clearing occurring under the NewmanNicholls era laws
a strengthened environmental regulator, bolstered by a $25 million program of reform
a requirement that all land disturbed by mining activities is rehabilitated to a safe and stable landform that does not
cause environmental harm and is able to sustain an approved post-mining land use
protection of community appeal rights and 'own costs' rules under the Planning Act 2016
transparent and tough political disclosure laws.

The Palaszczuk Government is the only option to maintain and enhance environmental protection. Other alternatives are
simply not viable or a potential disaster for the environment. It's that simple.
Financial assurance, mine rehabilitation and abandoned mines
As you are aware, during our first term the Palaszczuk Government embarked upon a major program of reform of the mine
rehabilitation and financial assurance regime to better protect the environment and taxpayers, and encourage jobs, more
investment and growth in the resources sector.
This comprehensive package of mine rehabilitation and financial assurance reform includes:
•
•
•
•

A redesigned financial assurance framework tailored to operators based on their size and level of risk
Pooling financial assurance from mining companies into an interest-earning multi-million dollar rehabilitation fund
More options, such as insurance bonds, to make it easier for miners to provide their financial assurances
More funds to rehabilitate abandoned mines
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•
•
•

Measures to ensure mined land is rehabilitated progressively rather than toward the end of a mine's life
Regular checks and reporting on progressive rehabilitation
Better planning for rehabilitation and regular monitoring and reporting
More realistic calculation of rehab costs and a phase out of discounts on financial assurances for miners.

Our reforms represent the most significant upgrade to Queensland's multi-billion dollar resources sector financial
assurance and rehabilitation framework in nearly 20 years.
These next generation laws will ensure taxpayers are no longer left to foot the bill for abandoned mines or stranded
assets. For the first time mines will be expected to progressively rehabilitate as land becomes available for rehabilitation,
and their performance will be audited and publicly reported. This policy will apply to all new mines and also be
progressively applied to large operating mines to ensure there is a level playing field.
Queensland's regional communities stand to benefit the most from this as this policy will create new jobs across the
emerging rehabilitation services industry.
While our bill to establish the new financial provisioning scheme and mine rehabilitation requirements has lapsed with the
dissolution of Parliament, a re-elected Palaszczuk Government will continue to advance these important reforms.
Lock the Gate has been an active and constructive participant in the consultations underpinning our financial assurance
and rehabilitation reforms. If re-elected we look forward to continuing to work with you to ensure they are fully
implemented.
Unconventional gas
Labor's long-held position is that we will not proceed with the development of oil shale, shale oil and shale gas resources
until there has been a public consideration of the environmental impacts of extraction of these resources. We have
commissioned an independent scientific assessment of the environmental impact of exploitation of these resources and
impacts on other industries including agriculture and tourism. This assessment remains underway.
Pristine rivers
Queensland's wild rivers have an intrinsic value to the state. Many stakeholders have expressed their
disappointment that the strong protections put in place by the previous Labor government were repealed by the
LNP under Campbell Newman. The make-up of the parliament in this term made it difficult to restore the
protections that the Wild Rivers declaration provided.
A re-elected Labor government will work with traditional owners, stakeholders and communities to ensure our
state's pristine rivers are protected. This will include a review of the Regional Planning Interests Act 2014,
introduced by the former LNP government.
Protecting groundwater
A re-elected Palaszczuk Government will deliver key environmental assessments of emerging resource precincts to
understand the cumulative impacts and ensure appropriate management practices are applied to any new
developments. These strategic assessments in consultation with local communities and key stakeholders will
enhance our understanding of regional environmental values and ensure appropriate protections.
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Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk has made clear that her government to date has had no role in the Federal Government's
NAIF loan assessment process for Adani, and will have no role in the future.
A re-elected Palaszczuk Government will exercise its "veto" to not support a NAIF loan to Adani.
Under a re-elected Palaszczuk Government, Adani will be required to be provide the full financial assurance payable
under our proposed financial provisioning scheme and enter into a Progressive Rehabilitation and Closure Plan (PRC) that
complies with our government's Mined Land Rehabilitation Policy, including progressive rehabilitation milestones and
restrictions on final voids. Specifically, a PRC plan and schedule will not be approved, if it includes a final void which is
located within a floodplain where the void will not be rehabilitated to a safe and stable landform that is able to sustain an
approved post-mining land use that does not cause environmental harm.
In relation to Acland Stage 3, the environmental authority and mining lease applications for this project will be
decided in accordance with the processes set out in the relevant legislation and the principles of natural justice.
You can access all the ALP's policies in this election online at https://www.queenslandlabor.orq/2017-stateelection/campaiqn-policies/
Sincerely

JACKIE TRAD MP
DEPUTY PREMIER
Minister for Transport and
Minister for Infrastructure and Planning

