#time2choose

RENEWABLE NARRABRI:
it’s time to choose

Narrabri is at a crossroads. A huge new coal
seam gasfield is proposed just kilometres
from Narrabri, covering farmland, the Yarrie
Lake area and the Pilliga Forest.
But what if there was a way to bring development that did
not come at the risk of groundwater damage, chemical
spills and industrialisation of our region?
What if Narrabri could generate affordable, abundant
energy and create many times more new jobs that won’t
disappear in 25 years?
What if Narrabri could protect its precious water resources,
secure the recharge zone of the Great Artesian Basin from
drilling, and still generate many new long term jobs?
A new report Renewable Narrabri: Solar and Wind Versus
Gas In North West NSW shows that Narrabri has enormous

potential to build local opportunity as part of a renewable
energy future.
Narrabri Shire is part of the New England Renewable
Energy Precinct, set up by the NSW Government in 2010 to
attract new investment. Two current solar energy projects
are proposed. To produce Renewable Narrabri, the Institute
for Sustainable Futures undertook modelling of the
renewable energy potential of Narrabri Shire, producing
two scenarios of renewable energy development in the
region.
In both scenarios, the Narrabri Shire plays an important
part in New South Wales’ energy transformation. The
region could produce significantly more electricity than is
required locally, resulting in more and longer lasting jobs
for the Shire than the Narrabri gas field would generate,
and affecting a much smaller area of land.

What did the report find?
The report modelled two different scenarios – an Advanced Renewables Export Scenario and a Renewables Export Scenario.

Advance Renewables Scenario

Renewables Export Scenario

This scenario models the role that Narrabri could play if
there was a rapid transformation of Australia to a wholly
renewable energy system by 2030.

The second scenario is more modest and is
highly achievable given current NSW policies
relating to renewable energy.
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Involve $6.5 billion investment
Install 3,800 MW of solar photovoltaic electricity
Install 600 MW of wind power capacity
Export most of the capacity to the national energy grid
Use just 17% of the land area required for the proposed
Narrabri gasfield

The jobs outcomes for Narrabri would be substantial:
• 3,600 jobs during the construction and installation period
• 2,680 ongoing maintenance and operation jobs by 2030
• All ongoing jobs would be local to Narrabri because
fly-in/fly-out workforce is not feasible development will
be needed

Involve $1 billion investment
Install 622 MW of solar photovoltaic electricity
Install 175 MW of wind power capacity
Allow for surplus energy to be export to the
national electricity market
• Use just 4% of the land area required for the
proposed Narrabri gasfield

This scenario would see 500 permanent local
jobs in operation and maintenance created by
2030. These would all be local jobs because a
fly-in/fly-out workforce is not feasible. The jobs
created will last well beyond the end date for the
Narrabri gasfield.

Will government policies support this?
The NSW Renewable Energy Action Plan supports the
former national target of 20% renewable energy by
2020.
According to this plan, the NSW Government’s vision for
a secure, reliable, affordable and clean energy future is
estimated to create 6,000 jobs in regional NSW.
The Narrabri Shire Economic Social Plan 2000-2015
cited the potential for the region to develop a “green
economy” and listed solar and wind power as potential
new industries.

The choice for Narrabri
Gas company Santos wants to drill through the Great
Artesian Basin recharge area and dewater the coal
seams beneath to release coal seam gas.
To do this Santos will drill 850 wells across 950 square
kilometres and bring 35 billion litres of water to the
surface, generating hundreds of thousands of tonnes of
waste salts.

The gasfield is only proposed to continue for 25 years,
but the drawdown of groundwater from the
above-lying aquifers will continue for over a century.
In 2018, there is a stark choice before the community
and the New South Wales government.
Will we choose to safeguard precious groundwater,
farmland, clean air and the social fabric of Narrabri? Or,
allow all of that to be put at risk for a sprawling
polluting gasfield and limited jobs with a 25 year expiry
date?
Renewable energy development outlined in this report
can generate jobs and clean energy, without putting
groundwater at risk or producing toxic waste products.
It will utilise only a tiny fraction of the land affected by
the gasfield, and will avoid mobilising large volumes of
methane – a potent greenhouse gas.
This report shows that Narrabri has a skilled, stable and
sustainable future in renewable energy development.
This can coexist with the rural industries that already
thrive in the region.

RENEWABLES EXPORT SCENARIO
JOBS IN NARRABRI IN 2030?

CSG Gasfield:
120
Solar and Wind: 500

AREA OF LAND OCCUPIED?

CSG Gasfield:
950 km2
Solar and Wind: 41km2

AMOUNT
GROUNDWATER REMOVED

CSG Gasfield:
35 billion litres
Solar and Wind: Zero

zero

AMOUNT OF
SALT WASTE PRODUCED

CSG Gasfield:
41,900 tonnes in the peak year
Solar and Wind: Zero

zero

