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LONDON4EUROPE – CAMPAIGNERS’ BRIEF:  
BREXIT OPTIONS & BREXIT NEGOTIATIONS 
 
Points to Make 

Ø The Brexit negotiations have shown: there is no option where we 
can have our cake and eat it: full control over borders and 
sovereignty and full membership of the single market.  

Ø The EU is a formal structure. There are only a few available 
Brexit relationships. Divergence from EU rules comes with 
economic cost. 

Ø EU will not change its nature or structure just to please an ex-
member. 

Ø The Withdrawal Agreement is a binding treaty. It covers EU/UK 
citizens’ rights, paying our bills, Northern Ireland Border, 
transition period. The Political Declaration is not binding but 
implies that the Government wishes to have a friendly 
relationships with the EU – but outside the main formal 
structures.  

Defensives  

[EU’s refusal of a good deal shows they are nasty and just wish to 
punish us. So we are right to Leave.] EU have said they would 
negotiate a wider trade deal than Canada has. But that is far worse 
then the deal we have. Leavers’ promises would require EU to 
change the nature of their club for our benefit. That’s not going to 
happen. 
 
[They need us more than we need them.] EU is seven times as big 
as UK. EU takes half our trade, UK a small proportion of EU trade. 
 
[It will be easier to negotiate with the EU once we have left.] A 
wide-ranging deal would need agreement from each member state 
– so each could insist their grievances with the UK were settled 
first. 
 
[We would have negotiated a good deal if the Government had been 
bolder/ not held back by Remainers or Parliament.] How far has 
Boris Johnson got with his approach? No-Deal is an empty threat. 
Sure, it would hurt the EU; but it would be really bad for us. The EU 
reckon we’d be back soon asking for a Deal. 
 
[Theresa May’s Deal is not a real Brexit.] Theresa May’s deal is 
what you get when Brexit dreams meet reality of what the EU is: 
her deal offers control of immigration and more formal sovereignty 
while trying to minimise the economic cost. But that means 
accepting rules with no say. It’s a real world Brexit. 
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[We’ll still have access to the single market.] Everyone has 
“access”. As members we have rights. If it’s lawful to sell it in 
Yorkshire it’s lawful anywhere in the EU. 
 
[Who cares about the detail: what matters is that we’ll be out.] 
There are huge differences in the Brexits on offer: deregulate 
everything, socialism in one State, a relationship like Norway’s and 
many more. They offer quite different futures. But yes, all of them 
would take us outside the mechanism that Europe has devised to 
keep the peace and foster international co-operation to solve 
common problems. 
 
[I would like Brexit under Option X.] That’s only one of the Brexits 
under discussion. Even now there is no agreement amongst Leavers 
of what Brexit should look like 
 
[2016 was a clear vote for Brexit type X.] I’m sure you knew what 
you wanted when you voted Leave. But you could not know what 
you were going to get because Leave had no agreed plan. They still 
have no plan. No-one takes a project from idea to implementation 
without a review of the project plan. That’s why we need a 
referendum on the terms of Brexit. It would ask a different question 
from 2016: Brexit the plan, not Brexit the idea. 
 
 
Background 
You should familiarise yourself with Michel Barnier’s famous slide, presented as 
TF50(2017)21 which sets out how the UK’s red lines narrow the available options.  

There are only so many available Brexit relationships: in Single Market and 
Customs Union/ in Single Market/ in Customs Union/ a Canada FTA at the GB 
level with a Customs border in the Irish Sea/ a Canada FTA at the UK level if the 
“alternative arrangements” for the Irish Border work/ No-deal (ie hostile). 

We do not know what the eventual relationship would be – that would be 
negotiated post-Brexit. 

Theresa May’s Political Declaration implies a Brexit that would deliver control of 
immigration and formal sovereignty while minimising the cost to the economy. 
Brexiters do not like it because it ties the UK to following the EU in order to 
enable a relatively close economic and security relationship. 

 

Further information 
London4Europe has published an Indexed list of Remain blogs. 

 


