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LONDON4EUROPE: CAMPAIGNERS’ BRIEF:  
NO-DEAL BREXIT 
 
Points to Make 

Ø There is no mandate for a No-Deal Brexit. In 2016 it was all 
about the good deal we were going to get from the EU. 

Ø If we leave EU without the Withdrawal Agreement they have said 
they will not talk about the future relationship until we settle the 
issues it covers (paying our bills, citizens’ rights, Irish border). 

Ø Third countries would wish us to clarify our relationship with the 
EU first. Going to other countries after we have behaved badly to 
our neighbours does not make us look like a reliable partner. 

Ø Everything from medicines regulation to keeping us safe from 
crime and terrorism would be stopped by a No-Deal Brexit. 

Defensives  
 
[It’s what people voted for.] In 2016 it was all about “we hold all 
the cards”, “the easiest trade deal in history” “membership of a vast 
free trade zone covering all of Europe”. 
 
[The EU is trying to stop us leaving.] The EU is a democratic 
voluntary union. The EU27 has no power to stop us leaving. While 
some member states say they would like the UK to reverse the 
Brexit decision, all EU keep saying they want an orderly Brexit. 
 
[Theresa May’s withdrawal agreement means we would have Brexit 
in Name Only – still be tied to EU.] The WA gives us the 2-4 year 
transition period that business wants (but thinks is too short). The 
EU is not going away. It is much bigger than we are. So it is 
inevitable that we would be closely tied to it after Brexit – that is 
why it would be much better to Remain and help to write the rules. 
 
[The Irish backstop is an attempt to keep us in the EU.] The 
backstop meets the shared UK/ Irish/ EU objective of protecting the 
Good Friday Agreement – the still fragile peace in Northern Ireland. 
 
[The Irish backstop is an attempt to turn Northern Ireland into an 
EU colony.] The all-UK customs union is a real negotiating 
achievement of Theresa May’s. She got to pick some cherries. If it 
becomes a NI-only set of rules that provides more freedom for GB 
to diverge from EU while still protecting the peace settlement. 
 
[The Irish do not want a hard border so there will not be one.] A 
hard border is the inevitable consequence of the UK’s decision to 
leave the EU’s regulatory framework. Ireland has no choice.  
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[Technology means that the Irish border issue could be solved 
now.] If people like Jacob Rees-Mogg really believed the technology 
would work they could sign up to the backstop: it only applies if the 
permanent arrangements cannot solve the problem. 
 
[Trusted trader schemes would solve the Irish border.] They might 
make the border easier to manage. But the border is a 
psychological issue not just a practical one. Should not risk peace. 
 
[We should not pay the divorce bill if the EU do not give us a free 
trade deal in return.] It’s not a payment for anything. It is us 
settling commitments we have already made. 
 
[The EU have said they would keep flights going so they are going 
to negotiate with us.] The EU’s no-deal arrangements are limited in 
scope and time, nothing like the extensive co-operation we need 
between neighbours. They are unilateral  & all in the EU’s interests.  
 
[A deal is in the EU’s interests so they are sure to negotiate with 
us.] For EU, economic and political interests are aligned on Brexit: 
integrity of single market, political cohesion, solidarity with member 
states, EU’s rôle as a peace project  (Northern Ireland). For UK, 
Brexit would harm the economy. So EU will wait for us to negotiate. 
 
[GATT Article XXIV means we can have tariff free trade with the EU 
while we negotiate a free trade agreement.] Article XXIV only 
applies if both parties are heading towards an agreement. 
 
[We can negotiate a good deal with the EU during the transition/ 
implementation period.] The transition period is part of the 
Withdrawal Agreement. No WA means no transition period. 
 
[We do not need the EU. Donald Trump has said he would give us a 
good trade deal.]  America First! Why would he give us a good deal? 
 
[With No-Deal Brexit would be over.] Alas no – with any Brexit the 
negotiations and adjustments would just be starting and would 
consume Government’s efforts for many years.  
Background 

“No-Deal” is a vague phrase with two meanings: No withdrawal agreement 
(transition period, Irish border, EU/UK citizens rights, paying our bill, 500 pages 
of other stuff); and no trade agreement.  
Focusing on the immediate disruption No-Deal would cause makes no impact on 
Leavers who dismiss it as Project Fear. 
Further information 
BBC News Reality Check: What is 'no-deal Brexit'?; L4E’s Indexed list of Remain blogs 


