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LONDON4EUROPE: CAMPAIGNERS’ BRIEF:  
WE POOL OUR SOVEREIGNTY TO OBTAIN 
MORE USE FROM IT 
 
Points to Make 

Ø The EU is about creating a better Europe: at peace, where there 
is an ever closer union among the peoples of Europe (not the 
governments) allowing each of us to lead our lives as we wish 
anywhere in the EEA. That is a project we cannot do on our own. 

Ø To tackle big issues we need to collaborate with other countries: 
pollution crosses borders; the technology companies are too big 
for one country to tame; criminals operate internationally. 

Ø The single market supports prosperity by having one set of rules 
rather than 28. 

Ø The EU may only make laws where we have agreed a treaty that 
empowers them to do so. 

Ø On most areas of Government, EU has little to say: defence, 
pensions, NHS, education. 

Defensives 

[We do not have to work with other countries.] We are European. 
That is part of being British. We need a better Europe. 

[We should make our own laws.] We are part of EU – it is not an 
imperial power imposing laws on us. Our MEPs sit in the Parliament, 
just as London MPs sit at Westminster. Our Ministers sit in the 
Council of Ministers. After Brexit we would in practice follow many 
EU laws – just without a say in their making. 

[We are big enough to stand on our own.] In practice there are a 
small number of countries that write the rules: USA, EU27, China 
produce 57% of world GDP; our 3% is not so impressive in 
comparison. 

[We should be free and independent.] If we left the EU we would 
have more formal sovereignty, but less effective sovereignty. We 
would in practice have to follow EU rules on trade but without any 
say over what they were. It would be harder for us to stand up to 
the tech giants. We would find it harder to obtain common action on 
pollution – which crosses borders. EU membership is how we realise 
our sovereignty. 

[We did well alone before we joined the EU.] We are no longer in 
the position to write rules for the world. We have to co-operate with 
others. Many negotiations are between blocs of countries, eg EU/ 
Mercosur (South American trade bloc).  



Published by London4Europe   www.london4europe.co.uk    London@euromove.org.uk.        
Date: 22 September 2019 

[We would be stronger on our own.]  EU is not going away. EU is 
the means by which we realise our sovereignty. Other countries 
take us seriously because we are in the EU and can bring our EU 
partners along with us. 

[We keep getting outvoted.] UK voted “No” to only 2% of laws 
passed by EU. * Have a look at them – see whether you would side 
with EU or UK. 

[EU just wishes to increase its own power.] EU may only act where 
a treaty gives it authority to act. Treaties require unanimity. 

[Countries can just co-operate. It does not require all these EU 
structures.] Co-operation requires trust. That comes mainly from  
repeat encounters and the associated goodwill. It also comes from 
enforcement mechanisms. 

[EU meddles too much – laws on bendy bananas.] Only 13% of UK 
laws implement EU law**. Law classifying bananas by how they 
look was introduced because business wanted a single law across 
the EU so that shops know what they are buying; keeps prices 
down. 

[The EU is creating an army.] It’s not. Defence is a competence of 
member states. EU is promoting defence co-operation, for example 
on procurement. That should reduce costs. 

[EU will not allow us to renationalise water & railways.] Many 
nationalised industries in EU: SNCF, Deutsche Bahn, in the UK: East 
Coast Mainline.  

[EU will not allow us subsidise our industries.] Germany spends four 
times as much on state aids as we do so obviously scope to spend 
much more. It is good to have an agreed limit on subsidies because 
otherwise firms just go shopping round countries to see who will 
pay them the most. It ensures a level playing field where other 
countries cannot just splash out to keep their businesses going and 
so compete unfairly with us. 

 
Further information 
* Full Fact – 2016 – EU facts behind the claims: Influence. List of the laws we 
were overruled on at The London Economic: Rationalist destroys Leavers with list of 
all EU laws that have been forced on us against our will 

**  1993-2014 – House of Commons Library briefing paper – EU Obligations: UK 
implementing legislation. Figure can only be approximate.  

London4Europe has published an Indexed list of Remain blogs 

 

 


