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LONDON4EUROPE: CAMPAIGNERS’ BRIEF:  
THE CASE FOR A REFERENDUM ON THE TERMS 
 
Points to Make 

Ø In 2016 Leave had no plan. No-one takes a project from idea to 
implementation without a review of the project plan. 

Ø The Brexits now on offer (Theresa May’s/ Jeremy Corbyn’s/ Boris 
Johnson’s deal and No-Deal) were not on offer in 2016.  

Ø The best people to decide whether we like the Brexit plan are the 
same people as decided to launch the process. So we need a 
referendum with the option to Remain. 

Defensives 

[Accept democracy. The people have spoken.] But what did they 
say? Once there is a plan the people should speak again. 
 
[Perfectly clear what 2016 vote meant. It meant No-Deal/ Deal/ …] 
If it was so clear, why has it taken the Government 3 years to work 
it out? Why do Leavers disagree amongst themselves about leaving 
with No-Deal/ the Deal/ Customs Union/ Norway Plus? 
 
[Offensive to say Leavers did not know what they were voting for.] 
I’m sure you knew what you wanted from your vote. But you could 
not have know what you would get because there was no single 
Leave plan. Even now there is no agreed plan. 
 
[Everyone knew that Brexit would mean leaving the single market.] 
Treasury analysis included options in and out of single market. 
Leave campaigners spoke misleadingly about “maintaining access 
to” single market and retaining membership of a European free 
trade area. Polls showed that most Leave voters in 2016 thought we 
would stay in the single market. * 
 
[Farage/ Vote Leave/ UKIP/ … had a clear plan.] Lots of Leave 
campaigners had plans. But it was not like a general election when 
each party had one manifesto that set out the official position.  
 
[Decision to Leave has been taken. Only the choice of how to Leave 
is left, not whether.]  Not how decisions are made. Let’s have a 
picnic! It’s raining. Is our choice only coat or umbrella? 
 
[Not enough time.] We can ask EU to extend the Article 50 period. 
If we have a plan for a referendum they are likely to say yes. 
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[EU always insists on re-running referenda until it gets the answer it 
wants.] No EU demand for another referendum. We are British 
citizens who want the best for Britain.  
 
[No public interest in referendum.] Support is growing. People 
becoming more interested as it becomes clearer what Brexit means.  
 
[We were told our decision would be implemented. Anti-democratic 
to hold another vote.] The 2016 decision has been implemented. 
Government has done almost nothing else for over three years. But 
2016 was a vote on an idea. You cannot implement an idea, only a 
plan. When there is a plan we need to make a decision on the plan. 
 
[You only want a referendum because you wish to overturn result 
form 2016.] True. However, my arguments about good government 
and democracy still make sense. Decisions should be made on the 
basis of full information and we have all learned so much more 
since 2016. A decision to do something should be made on a plan. 
 
[How can we have a referendum with three options?] It’s awkward. 
But there are several ways. For example, we can work backwards. 
In the end we can only leave on one Brexit. So the final decision is 
“This one Brexit or Remain?”. A prior voting round would look at all 
available Brexits and choose the best one. 
 
[I just want to get Brexit over with.] Don’t we all! If Brexit happens, 
that is just the beginning. We then have to work out what it is for, 
negotiate new relationships, pass laws to make Brexit work. Sorting 
out Brexit will preoccupy government for years. If we Remain in the 
EU then the Government and Parliament can address real problems. 
 
Background 
 
Arguments that 2016 was flawed in some way (franchise/ Leave lied/ 
should have had minimum threshold) land badly with Leavers and just 
mark us out as bad losers. So they are best avoided. 
 
The argument that in 2016 there was no single Brexit plan is pretty well 
incontrovertible. So is the point that decisions can only be made on the 
basis of a plan. 

Further information 
London4Europe has published an indexed list of blogs by L4E and others about 
the referendum: practicalities of a referendum. 

 
* See L4E blog: Did Leave voters expect to quit the Single Market? 


