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LONDON4EUROPE – CAMPAIGNERS’ BRIEF:  
THE CASE FOR THE UK TO BE IN THE EU 
 

Points to Make 

Ø The European project aims to build a better Europe founded on 
ever-closer union of peoples. We are European as well as British. 
A better Europe is good for us all 

Ø The EU is a peace project. It aims to allow nation states to 
realise their sovereignty without strife. That leads to diversity 
and peaceful competition. 

Ø The EU enables us to pool our sovereignty, co-operate with other 
countries to solve common problems (environment, tech giants, 
crime). 

Ø EU citizenship gives each of us the right live, work, study, marry 
an EU citizen and live together, retire anywhere on the Continent 
without having to ask an immigration officer for permission.  

Defensives  

[If you had faith in this country’s potential you would back Brexit.] 
Our ability to realise our potential is bigger in the EU. In this 
interconnected world it is through the EU that we can realise our 
sovereignty and stand up to problems that are bigger than one 
state can handle: China, Russia, pollution, … 
 
[I am English, not European.] England is in Europe! We all have 
multiple identities. They do not detract from each other but make 
us more interesting. 
 
[I don’t want to be closer to the {Germans/ Poles …}.] They are our 
neighbours. They share our values. Our history is linked with theirs. 
We are close to them whether we like it or not. What matters is that 
we get on together. 
 
[EU forces everyone to be the same.] Go to EU countries. The 
Spanish are still Spanish, the Germans German. EU motto is “United 
in Diversity”.  
 
[I want to “take back control”.] The EU only has powers where we 
have agreed to give it powers. It is not an imperial power, a 
“them”; the EU is a bigger “we”.  What EU laws would you repeal? 
What has the EU ever stopped you personally from doing? What 
control do you have over the council, the UK government? 
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[Once we are free from the EU we will be able to make our own way 
in the world.] Working with other countries in a democratic 
voluntary union is how we can realise our destiny. Otherwise we will 
be a small player in a world dominated by a few big players: USA, 
China, Russia, EU.  
 
[The EU holds us back.] How? What does the EU actually prevent us 
doing? We agreed common rules – like limits on state aids –so that 
we would not be undermined by neighbouring countries subsidising 
industries and because we wished to stand up to foreign companies 
who play one country off against another. 
 
[We did fine outside the EU before.] Now the EU exists and is one of 
the great centres of interest along with USA and China. Because we 
are so much smaller, we will end up following its lead in many 
areas. So we might as well be inside helping to write the rules. 
 
[We can co-operate with France, Germany without having to be in 
the EU.] EU structures mean that countries work together across a 
whole range of issues. That builds trust. So co-operation works 
better. On many issues the EU27 countries work together in the EU. 
So if Brexit happens we would still be dealing with the EU. 
 
[It is the UK and the other nation states that count.] We need 
frameworks for countries to work together. Otherwise there is 
unbridled rivalry. That leads to war. Look at how Russia behaves. 
 
[We should spend the £350m a week on our NHS.] Some of that 
money goes to poorer EU countries – good, if they develop then we 
are safer. Much goes on shared agencies – we would have to 
replicate them. Much is spent here. Total amount is tiny – UK 
government spends £850bn. 
 
[EU is a nasty racket – look at how they imposed austerity on 
Greece.] Greece had difficulties (over-spending, poor tax collection, 
low productivity) which came out in the financial crisis. The bond 
markets stopped lending. So the country was facing bankruptcy. 
The Eurozone governments lent it money. Austerity was a condition 
of the loans – as elsewhere. But it was Greece who chose how to 
implement the measures. EU lending was an act of solidarity.  
 
[All you Remainers care about is trade, your wallets.] Money 
matters. But it’s the EU’s values that matter to me: co-operation, 
solidarity, openness. That’s the world I wish for our children. 
 
Further information 
 
London4Europe has published an Indexed list of Remain blogs 


