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Waterways
… from your doorstep 

to the Thames River

HELP KEEP OUR WATERWAYS CLEAN!
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The journey of water starts at your property.

We are ALL connected to the Thames River

What is a Watershed?

A watershed is the area of land that collects water and 
transports it to a single water course. The water flows 
by gravity and is strictly dependant on topography (not 
pumped) to decide where it travels.

Watersheds are named after the creek that the water 
flows to, before making its way to the Thames River. 
The only exception is the most southern portion of 
London where the water from agricultural lands flows 
to Kettle Creek.

Each one of us has a connection to the Thames River through the water that 

leaves our homes and property, overland by roadways and storm drainage; 

through the water that we use to brush our teeth and flush our toilets; and the 

wastewater that flows to treatment plants to be purified and returned to the river.

DID YOU KNOW?

•  The Thames River has also been
named “Deshkan Ziibiing” or
“Antler River” by our Indigenous
communities.

•  The flow of the Thames River has
fluctuated widely; historically it has
slowed to 3 m3/s and then raced to
285 m3/s where it triggers a boating
ban in the City, and then peaked
at 1,550 m3/s during the 1937 flood
(using readings taken from the
Byron Thames River Gauge).

•  London has 12,000 km of
underground stormwater pipes
that route runoff water to the
Thames River.
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Water 
travels from 
our homes 
through 
the City’s 
streets and 
stormwater 
drainage 
system.

SUBWATERSHED WATERSHED

Stormwater drainage 
system is the pathways 
or “veins” that transport 
the surface water 
throughout the City from 
our homes to a nearby 
creek or directly to the 
Thames River. The area 
where this water originates, 
all draining to the same 
location, is termed a 
subwatershed (e.g. Stoney 
Creek subwatershed).

Thames River 
watershed: London, 
and the 43 km of Thames 
River that �ows through 
our City, is in the general 
centre of the entire 
watershed that stretches 
from Mitchell and 
Stratford to Woodstock 
and Tavistock, 
downstream through 
London to Chatham and 
Lighthouse Cove.

There are 17 
subwatersheds in 
London and each shares in 
contributing to the health, 
prosperity and vitality of the 
city. Without healthy 
subwatersheds, challenges 
and issues are created that 
can cause basement �ooding, 
poor water quality, increased 
erosion of riverbanks, �ooded 
streets and soil erosion 
impacting crop yields.
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Storm drains

Downspouts

KnowYourWaterway_Brochure_3.indd   2 2018-01-24   10:48 AM



The Thames River 

The Thames River is one of Canada’s most southern 
watercourses. The river and its many tributaries are rich 
in aquatic life, with approximately 90 species of fish,  
30 species of freshwater mussels and 30 species of 
reptiles and amphibians. Many of the native species 
that live in the Thames are not found anywhere else in 
Canada and a number of these species are designated as 
Species at Risk (SAR) federally and provincially.

LONDON’S 17 SUBWATERSHEDS Where does the 
water from your 
property drain to? 

Stormwater flows directly 
to our creeks and rivers. It is 
not treated. Therefore, your 
actions at home can make a 
difference to the quality of 
water in your community’s 
stormwater ponds, and 
the quality of water in our 
environment.

Storm sewers are designed to 
allow surface water collected 
on roads to runoff the land 
after rainfall and snow melt.

Pollutants and chemicals 
should not be disposed of 
into catchbasins as it will 
lead to contamination of our 
creeks and rivers.

Find your watershed at:  
london.ca/watersheds

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 

•  Point downspouts toward lawns and
gardens or use a rain barrel

• Limit the use of fertilizers

•  Sweep up debris from your garage
and driveway rather than using a
hose to wash it

•  Wash your vehicle at a car wash
instead of on your driveway

•  Pick up after your pet

•  Plant native vegetation in your yard
or plant a rain garden

•  Do not allow any chemicals, paints,
motor oil nor any other pollutants
into roadside catchbasins
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LONDON

The Thames River watershed…and London’s place in it.

London is the largest population in the watershed. 
We have the greatest potential for protecting and 
or improving the Thames River water quality. All the 
actions of upstream landowners and municipalities 
benefit Londoners. Conversely, what we do in London 
can impact, either positively or negatively, downstream 
communities. London therefore has a prominent role 
as a regional leader in watershed management.

Recent efforts to protect and improve water quality 
have been invigorated by initiatives such as the 
“Thames River Clear Water Revival”; a watershed 

scale project involving all levels of government and 
First Nations to ensure the wise stewardship of the 
river. Also, the London Community Foundation 
spearheaded an international design competition 
called “Back to the River” which focused on 
enhancing the downtown section of the Thames 
River in London. All these efforts are increasing our 
knowledge and awareness of the importance of the 
river to a multitude of communities, including London. 

We all play a part in wisely protecting, celebrating and 
interacting with our Canadian Heritage River.

For more information: 
london.ca/watersheds

A Canadian Heritage 
Rivers System

The Thames
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