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CQC Report into North West London Hospitals Trust and the closure of Accident and Emergency Units 
 
  

 
 
 
I am writing to raise the concerns of me and my constituents over the planned closure of four of the 
nine A&E Departments in North West London. Central Middlesex Hospital and Hammersmith Hospital 
A&E Departments are due for closure on 10 September 2014. This level of A&E closures and the 
associated loss of beds are unprecedented and amount to a policy experiment with no safety 
measures.  
 
You will be aware of the Care Quality Commission (CQC) report into the quality of care in the North 
West London Hospital Trust, published 20 August 2014. The report gave the A&E unit at Central 
Middlesex Hospital a ‘good’ grade. The report remarked on the safety of the unit and the 
commitment of the staff to the patients.  
 
On the other hand, Northwick Park Hospital, which is designated a Major Hospital, was graded as 
‘requires improvement’. The report highlighted, ’inadequate staffing levels to provide safe care to 
patients within the majors treatment area’. 
 
When Central Middlesex Hospital’s A&E closes, its patients will be sent to the underperforming, 
overworked and unsafe facilities at Northwick Park Hospital. This situation is not too dissimilar to the 
effect of closing Chase Farm on North Middlesex Hospital, which has recently been reported in the 
media.   
 
I am therefore calling upon you to write to the Secretary of State by 5th September 2014 to call for a 
halt to these closures until a proper review has been completed by NHS England. I have written to the 
Secretary of State myself today, which I have copied to you, outlining these calls.  
 
The review should first look into the planned closures to establish if they are truly necessary. This 
should include an honest and open discussion with local residents, who have a right to be properly 
consulted about the future of A&E services in their area. Second, it must look at how the services at 
Northwick Park and establish how these can be brought up to standard before we dramatically 
increase the number of people it serves. Without doing this, the Government is adopting a dangerous 
strategy of blind hope, which risks putting patients’ lives and quality of care in jeopardy. 
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Mayor of London 
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London 
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The CQC Report raises serious questions over the implementation of NHS London’s “Shaping a 
Healthier Future” project. Closing beds and A&E Departments whilst burdening already stretched 
hospitals elsewhere is a recipe for disaster.   
 
I would appreciate an urgent response from your office on this matter.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Dr Onkar Sahota AM MBA FRCGP 
London Assembly Member for Ealing & Hillingdon 


