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Hackney, Islington and Waltham Forest
Rt Hon Amber Rudd MP
Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change
3 Whitehall Place
London
SW1A 2AW
Dear Secretary of State
At its Plenary meeting on 4 November 2015, the London Assembly agreed the following motion:
“This Assembly notes the Government’s recent consultation on its review of the Feed-in
Tariff scheme, the subsidy scheme for the generation of renewable electricity from smallscale installations.
This Assembly further notes that
i) London currently has the lowest amount of installed solar power capacity
of any region in the UK, but among the greatest potential to generate solar
power; and that
ii) 2,740 people are currently employed in the solar industry and its supply
chain in London according to recent research published by the Solar Trade
Association.
This Assembly is concerned that the 87 per cent cut to the Feed-in Tariff for solar energy
proposed by the Government will have a disproportionate impact on London’s ability to
generate energy from local and renewable sources.
This Assembly also notes the comments made by the Mayor of London on 16 September
2015 that “it would be wrong if the cut in the feed-in tariffs actually stops people from
investing in solar because it clearly has many attractions.”
This Assembly regrets the Mayor’s refusal so far to lead a cross-party delegation of
interested parties to meet with the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change to
discuss the impact of the Government's proposed changes to the Feed in Tariff on the
viability of the solar industry in London.

Should the Mayor continue to refuse to lead such a delegation by the end of the week
(Friday 6th November 2015), this Assembly calls on the Chair of the London Assembly, in
consultation with Party Group Leads and the Environment Committee, to write to the
Secretary of State requesting a meeting on behalf of Assembly Members and Londonbased solar companies.”
I am writing to you therefore to request that a meeting be arranged with representatives of the
Assembly and London-based solar companies to discuss the impact of the Government's proposed
changes to the Feed-in Tariff on the viability of the solar industry in London, to take place before
early December 2015, given the Government’s intention to introduce the changes to the Feed-in
Tariff in January 2016.
I would be grateful if your office could liaise with the Assembly through John Barry, Principal
Committee Manager (City Hall, Queen’s Walk, London SE1 2AA, 020 7983 4425,
john.barry@london.gov.uk).
Please note that, in the interests of transparency, your responses will be published on the GLA’s
website.
Yours sincerely

Jennette Arnold OBE AM
Chair of the London Assembly

