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Bennet, Glenn tangle 

In 1st debate for US Senate, accusations fly 

 

U.S. Sen. Michael Bennet, a Democrat, left; his Republican challenger Darryl Glenn; and Lily 

Tang Williams, a Libertarian, debate Saturday at the Club 20 Fall Conference at Two Rivers 

Convention Center in Grand Junction. About 500 people attended the event. Bennet correctly 

anticipated Glenn’s attacks based on the weakness of the energy industry.  

 
 

By Gary Harmon  
Sunday, September 11, 2016  

Republican Senate challenger Darryl Glenn and Sen. Michael Bennet took after each other 

immediately as they faced off for the first time before about 500 people in the Club 20 debates at 

Two Rivers Convention Center on Saturday. 

“Don’t come tell me I’m responsible for 1,200 jobs leaving this community,” Bennet said, 

correctly anticipating attacks based on the weakness of the energy industry. 

“Michael Bennet has done a good job representing Washington,” Glenn said. “He has not done a 

good job of representing you.” 

Bennet and Glenn were joined on the stage by Lily Tang Williams, a Libertarian whose party 

qualified when it cleared the threshold of accounting for 1 percent of registered Colorado voters 

this month. 

While Williams took shots at both sides, most of the clashes were  between Bennet, 52, who has 

served in the Senate since 2009 and won a full term in 2010, and Glenn, 49, an El Paso County 

commissioner and retired Air Force lieutenant colonel. 
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Bennet took after Glenn, saying he was hypocritical as a constitutional conservative to support 

the refusal by Senate Republicans to grant a hearing to Supreme Court nominee Merrick 

Garland. 

Garland should be given a hearing and a vote, just as happened with high-court nominees since 

the founding, Bennet said. 

Refusing to do so “is not conservative, it’s radical,” Bennet said. “America should have a 

debate.” 

Congress is a separate “but equal” branch of the government that’s not obligated to act on the 

nomination, Glenn said, noting that he would seek a strict constructionist to replace Antonin 

Scalia, who died this spring. 

Glenn painted Bennet as a supporter of regulations that have hindered the coal industry in 

Colorado and elsewhere. Those regulations and others, such as the Affordable Care Act, 

combined with weak job growth, Glenn said, are hindering the stability of the Social Security 

system. 

Social Security needs help from high-earners whose contributions to the system should be 

increased, Bennet said. 

Bennet, Glenn and Williams all decried the national debt. 

“I say to my Democratic friends here, there is nothing progressive about having $19 trillion in 

debt,” Bennet said. 

Half that debt, said Glenn, has piled up in the Obama administration, “and one of the main 

accomplices is standing right here, Sen. Bennet.” 

Both major parties are to blame, Williams said. 

“Do your two parties understand simple math?” Williams said. 

“Neither party understands math back there, you’re absolutely right,” Bennet said, adding that 

policies supported by GOP presidential candidate Donald J. Trump would more than double the 

existing debt. 

Glenn abandoned his usual description of himself as an “unapologetic Christian conservative” 

and called on Bennet to join him in a town hall to meet and answer questions from Coloradans 

on issues ranging from the Affordable Care Act to energy policy. 

“What you need to do is come back from Washington, D.C., and hold a town hall and listen to 

people for once,” Glenn said. 



He has traveled the state repeatedly, Bennet retorted, and cited his work with Club 20 and local 

officials, frequently Republicans, on various issues. 

“A lot in this room worked with me to protect jobs at Colowyo mine” in Moffat County, when a 

judge ruled that the federal government hadn’t done the necessary work in approving expansion 

there, Bennet said. 

The Affordable Care Act ought not be repealed, but should be improved, Bennet said, calling for 

bipartisan approaches. 

“It won’t work if we do it in a partisan way,” Bennet said. 

Bennet also declined to be drawn into a discussion as to whether people in the service should 

serve prison sentences for actions similar to those of Democratic presidential candidate Hillary 

Clinton and fended off Glenn’s questions about whether the United States paid ransom to gain 

the return of Americans held by Iran. 

“I was briefed on that in a classified setting,” Bennet said to Glenn. “You do not know the 

answer to that.”  


