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In collaboration with the Libertarian Party of 

Colorado, the Libertarian State Leadership Alli-

ance presents our first 2018 Conference. The 

LPCO is kindly handling the site, tickets, meals, 

and is providing most of the panels in conjunc-

tion with their 2018 state convention. 

 

Candidate Training by Larry Sharpe 

Saturday, all day 

 

Saturday Afternoon - Hour Panels: 

Alternative Paths to a Libertarian Future 

(George Philllies, David Demarest) 

Building a County Affiliate -- Wayne Harlos 

Approval Voting - A Better Way to Make 

Group Decisions (Frank Atwood/Blake Huber) 

Nuts and Bolts of a Colorado Candidacy (Kim 

Tavendale) 

Regulatory Barriers to Running a Small Busi-

ness (Susan Kochevar) (Title TBC) 

Building a Libertarian Base (Laura Ebke) (Title 

TBC) 

Marijuana, PTSD and the Opioid Crisis (Todd 

Mitchem/Matt Kahl/Third Speaker TBC)  

Topic TBC (Trevor Burrus from Cato) 

 

The hotel is the DoubleTree in Thornton, Colo-

rado. Thornton is a northern suburb of Denver.  

The hotel is immediately off I-25, about 22 

miles (40 minutes) from the airport.  Street ad-

dress: 83 East 120th Avenue. 

 

Special Room rates have been arranged.  

http://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/

personalized/D/DENTNDT-LIB-20180323/

index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG 

 

Ticket prices 

For Tickets: http://store.lpcolorado.org/ 

 

Candidate Training and Panels only—$10 

Saturday Lunch—$50 (keynote: Senator Laura 

Ebke) 

Saturday Banquet—$70 (Libertarian entertain-

ment featuring Larry Sharpe, Nick Sarwark, and 

Laura Ebke. ) 

Saturday All Day—$125 

LSLA Officers 
Chair—George Phillies 

Vice Chair—Vacant 

Treasurer—David Demarest 

Secretary—Vacant 

Political Coordinator—Michael Pickens 

LSLA News is the occasional publication of the Lib-

ertarian State Leadership Alliance, the Association 

of Libertarian State Chairs. Issues are sent free to 

Libertarian activists as part of a program to support 

our state affiliates in building a stronger Libertarian 

Party. To request a free subscription, or to send  

comments on this material, email the LSLA Chair, 

George Phillies, phillies@4liberty.net 

2018 LSLA Conference 

Denver, Colorado 

March 24, 2018 
Full Day Candidate/Activist Training Session 



Moving the Overton Window 
 

First, who was Overton, and what is his 

window? 

Joseph P. Overton was a researcher and author at 

the Mackinac Center for Public Policy.  He died in a 

plane crash in 2003. He proposed that for any policy   

issue, there is a range of acceptable policy positions.      

Politicians who stray outside that range find their careers 

coming to an end. Politicians for the most part are only 

willing to support positions that are inside that window. 

However, it is not the politicians who define the 

range of acceptable policy positions.  The range is fixed 

by the body politic.  Just as important, the range of       

acceptable policy positions is not fixed.  It moves in    

response to public discussion and political campaigns. 

You can read more about the Overton Window 

here: https://www.mackinac.org/OvertonWindow 

Consider an example of the Overton window, 

namely education.  Approximately speaking, the Overton 

window is centered where we are now, with public 

schools, parochial schools, private schools, and home 

schooling.  Within my lifetime, the window has            

expanded. 50 years ago, home schooling was severely 

deprecated, not to mention being illegal in many places.  

Litigation and campaigning by home school advocates 

has made home schooling legal and practical in much of 

the United States.  However, the window is not infinitely 

wide.  Consider two positions beyond the current fringe in      

opposite directions. 

Direction 1. No public schools.  No tax support for 

the education of children. No government standards or 

recommendations on what students should learn. 

Direction 2. Absolute equality. Private and home 

schooling are illegal. Acceleration is forbidden. All stu-

dents of the same age must study exactly the same materi-

al on exactly the same day of the year. 

You can actually find people who advocate for 

each of these positions, but they are few and far between, 

and probably should not bother running for school board. 

That's Overton's window. 

 

Second, the window really is mobile.  

If you read Daily Kos (chief think operation of 

one of the two opposing parties, much material there that 

is worth knowing as opposed to being liberal propaganda) 

you find lots of discussion of "moving the Overton    

Window".  That's because some Democrats realize that 

some of their ideas are currently unacceptable.  Instead of 

sitting there moping, Democrats discuss how to change 

the mind of the body politic.  

Many special interest groups also work to move 

 their Overton windows, generally in small steps. A good 

example of this is seen with gun control. While some 

Democrats pound the table for banning private firearms 

ownership, supporters of the Second Amendment in state 

after state lobby successfully for small change after small 

change.  Hundreds of small and moderate changes later, 

in most of the United States gun ownership is in many 

respects much more free than it was fifty years ago.  

Notice, by the way, that efforts to shift the     

Overton window a bit at a time work better than trying to 

change it all at once. Consider the legalization of gay 

marriage.  Massachusetts led the way, with our Supreme 

Judicial Court finding that a legal blockade on gay mar-

riage violated our state Constitution.  There was a trickle 

of change, then a rush, and finally the U.S. Supreme 

Court acted. 

 

Finally, what does this mean for our      

Libertarian Party? 

We have many political ideas.  Some of them    

are supported by most Americans, but not by the major 

parties. Those ideas are well within the policy Overton 

window. Some of those ideas are not at all popular.  

Those ideas are outside the policy Overton window. 

On the other hand, America has a large number of 

political parties, of which two (Democratic, Republican) 

are within the voter Overton window, and three others 

(Libertarian, Green, Constitution) are at the fringes of the 

voter Overton window. 

In order to advance our party and put our ideas 

into place, we need to move both of these Overton      

windows to include our positions. Those two movements 

are partially contradictory.  

We most favorably advance by standing for those 

issues where the American people agree with us and disa-

gree with the Democrats and Republicans. That improves 

our position in the voter Overton window, and reinforces 

our stands in the policy Overton window.  

We do least well by pounding the table for       

positions where the American people do not agree with us 

at all. Those are the positions that are totally outside the 

policy Overton window.  That table-pounding does   

nothing to advance our policy positions, and convinces 

people that they should vote against us. 

To take advantage of  the most favorable advance, 

we need to identify the correct issues and stand up for 

them. To move policy where we are least popular, we 

need to identify the fringe of acceptability, advance there, 

and then move on to the next step.  That’s how gun own-

ers did it, how gay marriage advocates did it, and how 

marijuana legalization advocates are doing it as I type. 

Next issue, I will discuss what this means for us as 

a political party in election and non-election years. 


