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Along the shores of Lake Erie this past July, 
something very significant occurred dur-
ing the Republican National Convention. 

Against months of resistance from GOP 
elites, the Republican Party made it offi-
cial — it has abandoned free trade. 

Donald Trump’s invocation of “fair trade” 
during his nomination speech made that 
clear. GOP supporters have since tried to 
soften this glaring departure from tradi-
tion by denoting Trump a “conservative 
populist,” but their efforts are transparent. 

This policy shift presents a stark contrast 
to the founding principles of the “Party of 
Lincoln” which, since the end of the Civil 
War, has maintained that government 
only acts as an obstruction to the market-
place. 

All of this means that Libertarian presiden-
tial nominee and former New Mexico Gov-
ernor Gary Johnson is the only remaining 
candidate who supports free trade.  To his 
supporters this makes sense — free trade 
is a bedrock principle of libertarianism.

Milton Friedman, a Nobel Prize-winning 
20th Century Keynesian economist, de-
scribed the relationship between market 
liberty and the benefits to society best:

“The great virtue of a free market system 
is that it does not care what color people 
are; it does not care what their religion is; 

it only cares whether they can produce 
something you want to buy. It is the most 
effective system we have discovered to 
enable people who hate one another to 
deal with one another and help one an-
other.” 

Friedman’s remarks highlight the poten-
tial through free trade to promote both 
economic and social harmony alike. 

But what exactly does free trade entail? 

Free trade (a.k.a. market theory) believes 
in the power of markets. It recognizes the 
benefits of encouraging competition in 
solving society’s greatest problems. 

Free trade has proven itself more capable 
of such efforts than Uncle Sam. Of no 
coincidence, free traders acknowledge 
the inverse relationship between market 
freedom and size of government — the 
marketplace is most competitive (and 
thus most functional) when government 
is smallest.

Free trade encourages nations to identify 
and benefit from their comparative ad-
vantage. This macroeconomic principle 
recognizes that nations are better able to 
produce certain goods and services than 
others are, and that nations should ex-
ploit their advantages.

Admittedly, purist notions of free trade are 
made impossible by the mere existence of 

Gary Johnson: The Only 
Free-Trade Candidate
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Things you can do to help grow the 
Libertarian Party of Nevada

 
Sign up for a FREE account at www.LPNevada.org/join 
 
Become a dues paying member of LPNevada, click here 
to view membership levels

Register to Vote Libertarian & get your friends to register 
to vote as well. Visit: www.lpnevada.org/register_to_vote 
 
Volunteer because LPNevada needs your help!  
Visit: www.lpnevada.org/volunteer 
 
Connect with us on Social Media:
• Facebook Page: www.fb.com/lpnevada 
• Facebook Group: www.fb.com/groups/lpnevada
• Twitter Account: www.twitter.com/lpnevada 

Once connected, please “share” and “like” our posts with 
your friends.

Our events are awesome! Start attending our events, visit: 
www.LPNevada.org/events 
 
Become a contributor to our blog and newsletter by 
visiting the Volunteer link and selecting “I would like to 
write for the blog.” 
 
Get involved with a Caucus and Coalition. See a complete 
list at www.lpnevada.org/caucuses_coalitions
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a Federal Reserve. By its very 
nature, the Fed’s chief role 
is to interfere with markets. 
It does so by manipulating 
interest rates in attempts to 
encourage or stifle national 
borrowing based on analyses 
of macroeconomic indicators 
(e.g., inflation, unemploy-
ment, etc.). 

Despite the Fed’s interference, 
free traders continue to pro-
mote an economic landscape 
where the government em-
braces an otherwise Laissez-
faire attitude. 

Governor Johnson is among 
them.

In contrast to free trade, Re-
publicans have now em-
braced a policy of sector-
based protectionism. The 
steel and coal industries have 
been emphasized most, but 
Trump made clear his intent 
to serve Americans first, gen-
erally, if he becomes presi-
dent.

In the cases of steel and coal, 
complementary mechanisms 
will be implemented to allow 
those industries to compete 
globally — tariffs on interna-
tional imports and subsidies 
for domestic exports. The 
GOP’s newfound willingness 
to utilize these economic de-
vices directly conflicts with 
free market theory.

Protectionism may sound 

nice to Rust Belt workers — 
from Cleveland to Pittsburgh 
to Rochester, where steel and 
coal where once “king” — but 
the negative externalities of 
such policies are foreseeable.

Tariffs and subsidies may 
boost an industry’s work-
force but they harm the con-
sumer. As wages increase so 
too will the cost of everyday 
goods.

Instead of interfering with 
markets, free trade demands 
investment only in industries 
where America maintains a 
comparative advantage. 

Friedman put it best: “Gov-
ernment should be a referee, 
not an active player.”

Governor Johnson is the only 
candidate who understands 
that.

By Daniel Honchariw, 
Policy Analyst at the 
Nevada Policy Research 
Institute

Gary Johnson (continued from pg. 1)

Help Get Gary to 15%
Libertarian Presidential candidate Gary Johnson has polled 
at all time highs for the Libertarian ticket (13 percent recently). 
However, Governor Johnson must poll at 15 percent or higher in 
order to get into the presidential debates. 

It is up to all of us to spread the word if we want to see him on 
the national stage.

Make sure that you speak with your friends, your neighbors, and 
everyone else you know about the Johnson/Weld ticket.

The Libertarian Party of Nevada leadership recently adopted the 
following resolutions:

“Whereas The League of Women Voters’ original criteria 
states that any candidate with sufficient ballot access 
to mathematically win the election should be allowed 
a voice on the debate stage, …whereas Gov. Gary 
Johnson is receiving growing support in national polls, 
giving a voice to tens of millions of US voters, …whereas 
Governors Gary Johnson and Bill Weld comprise the 
only ticket with real executive experience, …whereas 
Gov. Gary Johnson has the overwhelming support of 
voting members of the military who seek an end to war, 
…whereas Gov. Gary Johnson is the only candidate 
with a message of liberty, prosperity, and peace, …
whereas Gov. Gary Johnson is not Donald Trump nor 
Hillary Clinton, Be it resolved by the Libertarian Party of 
Nevada that Gov. Gary Johnson should be included in 
the national, televised debates hosted by the Presiden-
tial Debate Commission.”

Hello!

Libertarians! The fastest growing party in America and you have in your hands many opportunities to help keep up the momentum! 
Our calendar of events, candidate information, articles and opinions you can share with friends and neighbors – especially those 
who gave up on voting long ago because they didn’t have anybody to vote for…help them discover this year everything is different!

As a lifelong card carrying Republican for over 40 years I blindly followed whatever the party told me. This year I could no longer do 
that. This year, instead, I took up Governor Gary Johnson’s challenge to go to www.isidewith.com and take the quiz to find out who 
really agreed with my positions on issues.  

To my great chagrin, I didn’t know what I thought on some of the issues because I had never had to think about them. To my even 
greater delight, once I took time to really figure out my exact position on issues, I agreed with Governor Gary Johnson by an amazing 
92%. Governor Johnson says most people are Libertarian, they just don’t know it!

In addition to those who haven’t voted in years, many people were left stranded by their party’s choice of presidential nominee. We 
believe they do have a candidate. Please do your part in helping spread the word and signing on to volunteer.

Let’s build the party and elect Libertarians!

Patsy Choat

Letter from the Editor

By Brett Pojunis, Libertarian Party of Nevada, State Chair

http://www.isidewith.com
http://www.lpnevada.org
https://clicktotweet.com/8BVHL
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Ballot Question 2: Initiative to Regulate 
& Tax Recreational Marijuana 

YOU DECIDE
This year Nevadans will have the opportunity once again to end 
marijuana prohibition. It’s officially on the November ballot as 
Question 2: Initiative to Regulate and Tax Marijuana.

This proposed bill is for the recreational use of marijuana, sup-
ported by the argument that one shouldn’t need a verified med-
ical condition to lawfully use the substance. The vast majority 
of the proposed legislation is solid which gives us a strong legal 
foundation to work off for future amendments.

Some of the legislation’s positive points: 

• There are decent property rights protections for anyone 
engaged in legal marijuana activities which covers per-
sonal property, business equipment and/or paraphernalia. 
It makes it clear the government cannot seize lawful prop-
erty based on current approaches. This is going to be a big 
change for law enforcement considering they can basically 
seize anything that’s even surrounding marijuana.  The as-
set protection clauses are a big strength.

• There are also protections for contracts dealing with 
marijuana at the state court level. Basically it provides a 
defense under state law for an act considered illegal under 
federal law as long as its legal under state law. While this 
doesn’t stop federal law from existing it should help pre-
vent the state courts from enforcing it. It has the potential 
to make us safer, at least to a certain degree, in our home 
courts. 

• Immunity protections for medical marijuana users are 
also included under NRS 453A. This bill makes it clear that 
nothing changes the medical marijuana law already on the 
books and users under that law may continue as if this bill 
was never passed. In the past trying to hold one group over 
the other caused some tensions between medical mari-
juana smokers and recreational users. With these clauses in 
place this shouldn’t be an issue this time around. 

A few of the legislation’s negative points: 

• The license application fee of $5,000 is bit high and this is 
standard regardless of the type of license application. One 
could rationally argue that the application fee should be 
more tailored to the type of establishment being sought. 
This was probably done for legal simplicity. 

• A required 15% excise tax. A 3-5% range would seem more 
reasonable, but we can always reduce the tax later. 

• The strength of the discretionary measures given to the 
Department of Taxation. 

Overall the Initiative is very well laid out. Though there are still 
concerns about the possible jailing of Nevadans (and the po-
tential criminal records or steep fines), the legislation creates 
a huge step forward if passed. It’s time to get rid of the under-
ground marketplace and provide a system for recreational use 
of marijuana.

By Mike Astafan, LPNevada Contributor

Gay marriage is important on a personal 
level. As I looked back on the years, I 
was developing a philosophy - through 
this crucial issue, I discovered a 
foundation for my philosophy and it is 
in the Declaration of Independence: life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Gay 
marriage should not be legal because we 
should fold to special interest demands. 
It should not be legal to fondle the flesh 
of political correctness. The real reason 

it should be legal is because it is about 
individual citizens having the liberty to 
pursue happiness. 

I believe in individual freedom, and even 
though I was brought up to believe that 
homosexuality is wrong, we are still 
talking about individuals and living, 
breathing human beings. What are they 
trying to accomplish? Happiness, of 

Gay 
Marriage: 
A Matter of 
Liberty

... continued on page  12
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19,410,929,862,431. 
It seems too huge a number to comprehend. The US national 
debt, not counting Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, and 
other “Great Society” obligations, is about to hit the big twenty 

trillion-dollar mark. Conserva-
tively, the entire monetary sup-
ply of the world is about 80.9 
trillion dollars. To repay the US 
national debt would require 
nearly a quarter of the world’s 
monetary supply!
Perhaps more worrisome is 
how fast this debt is growing. 
Approximately every 80 sec-
onds, the US national debt ex-
pands by $1,000,000. 
In comparison to the national 
debt, a million dollars may not 

seem like much. But if one were to count out loud one num-
ber per second without sleep or interruption, it would take over 
11 days to reach a million. And in that time, the national debt 
would have increased by about 12.5 billion dollars.
To try to visualize just how monstrous the debt really is, sup-
pose we use that debt to buy McDonald’s Big Macs. At a local 
Las Vegas store these retail for $4.19. There would be so many 
Big Macs, that if one stacked them top to bottom, they could 
stack to the moon and back over 1500 times! 

But what does the debt have to do with a 
citizen? Currently, the debt per citizen is 
just under $60,000. Even if you are debt 
free, you owe money on behalf of the fed-
eral government to (many-times) foreign 
investors. The lavish spending enjoyed in 
the last half of the 20th century, (leading to 
the largest standing army in world history, 
nation building, and massive government 
waste in general) is coming to an end. In-
vestors are already beginning to grow wea-
ry of the bloated US national debt. Seen as 
a source of monetary stability in the 20th 
century, the truth is, the debt may be too 
large to ever repay. The interest payments 
alone cost billions in taxpayers’ money 
each year. 
How do we stop the debt?
The debt can only be stopped by decisive 
action on the part of the American people. 
The American people need to vote into of-
fice fiscal conservatives willing to pass and 
sign into law the balanced budget amend-
ment to the United State Constitution. This 
amendment won’t repay the debt, but 
it will at least keep it from growing. And 
there are provisions where a supermajority 
(2/3rds vote) of both houses can overrule 
the balanced budget requirement in times 
of war or national emergency. 
Once the debt is no longer being added to, Congress must 
carefully reduce government expenditures in order to create a 
surplus, or it must wait for the economy to grow while keep-
ing government spending stagnant. President Reagan used this 
technique in the 1980s via deregulation, although the fruits of 
his labor did not mature until a decade later. 
The bottom line is, if we are to have any chance of repaying the 
national debt, it must be soon.
By Alex DiBenedetto, LPNevada Contributor

The United  
States of  

Debt

http://ctt.ec/xDIiG
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What happened in Dallas a few weeks ago 
is nothing short of a tragedy, an outrage, 
a black eye for America. Unfortunately, 
it’s also one outrage following a series 
of other outrages in which people who 
did not deserve to die were murdered. 
Nothing will bring back those murdered 
officers, nor will it bring back the black 
men recently shot by police in Minnesota 
and Baton Rouge. The best that we as 
Libertarians can do is learn from Dallas.  
We owe it to the dead, police and civilian 
alike, to seriously reflect on this wave of 
violence plaguing our country.

Micah Johnson was the shooter who 
murdered five police officers and wound-
ed seven other officers, plus two civilians. 
He was also an Army veteran who served 
a combat tour in Afghanistan.  

We know Johnson struggled with mental 
health. He had been vocal about wag-
ing a race war and indiscriminately kill-
ing white people, not just police officers. 
While we don’t know what caused these 
mental issues it is clear that the Veteran’s 
Administration, yet again, failed to detect 
them. Some vets with mental health is-
sues commit suicide; others murder peo-
ple. Remember Christopher Dorner, who 
waged a one-man rampage in Southern 
California?

It would be irresponsible for us to simply 
write this off as one wacko acting alone. 
There are others like him; people who 
may have a legitimate grievance but who 
truly need professional help. 

One thing remains true: black males are 

statistically more likely to be shot dead 
by police than any other demographic 
in America. It’s hard to imagine the fear 
this community faces knowing that one 
wrong move at a routine traffic stop could 
end in their death. 

The failed drug war and liberal solutions 
that keep inner-city communities in a 
state of poverty and dependence are to 
blame for the high incarceration rates of 
Hispanics and African Americans.  

Our nation has become desensitized to 
violence. We’ve now been at war for 15 
years, and research shows that violent 
crime and homicides increase following 
periods of prolonged war.

There is no quick fix for the waves of vio-
lence that plague our country. However, 
we can’t delude ourselves into think a few 
pieces of legislation on Capitol Hill will re-
lieve the problem overnight.

The same free market solutions we pro-
mote in the Libertarian party will help al-
leviate these problems by ending the War 
on Drugs  and decreasing dependence on 
welfare and government handouts. 

John McAfee was absolutely right when 
he called out our party at this year’s Lib-
ertarian National Convention, saying 
truthfully, that we are over-saturated with 
white males. If we want things to change, 
the Libertarian party must be active in re-
cruiting across the board.

The Libertarian message is a message of 
unity.  It’s a message of peace and free-
dom.  However, preaching to people on-
line, debating 9/11 conspiracy theories, 

and talking to those who already believe 
in our solutions won’t move the needle 
towards freedom.  

What would the Libertarian legend Mur-
ray Rothbard say?  He would say that 
black lives absolutely matter; more im-
portantly, black freedom matters, and 
there cannot be black freedom without 
freedom for one and all.

This freedom rests on our natural rights 
as well as respecting the Bill of Rights.  

• We must end our military adven-
tures; 

• We must, as a society, help veterans 
since the federal government has 
woefully failed to do so;

• We must abolish the drug war;

• We must empower businesses to cre-
ate jobs;

• We must exercise the 4th Amend-
ment, retrain our police, and utilize  
body cameras in order to ensure 
safety for police and civilians alike;

• We must protect the 2nd Amendment 
to stop mass shootings.  

Violations of freedom happen in differ-
ent directions, but they combine in ways 
we could never have imagined to give us 
tragedies like the shooting in Dallas. How-
ever, when people are given the freedom 
to do what they want without harming 
others, and know they are respected and 
valued as individuals and as a commu-
nity, real change will happen. 

By Zach Foster, LP Nevada Contributor

What Can We Learn 
From Dallas?
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EVENTS AUGUST 2016

16  
THIRD TUESDAY 
LIBERTARIAN SOCIAL

@ Siena Trattoria from 5:30 - 8:30 PM.

09  
OUT FOR LIBERTY 
(LGBTQI CAUCUS) 

MEETING
@ the Phoenix Bar & Lounge from 
7 - 9pm.

04  
WOMEN IN NEVADA 
CAUCUS

@ LP Nevada headquarters from 6 - 8 
PM.

12SAVE THE DATE!
Details forthcoming, 5-11 PM

20  
CANDIDATE PHONE 
BANK

@ LP Nevada Headquarters from 10 
AM - 4 PM.

05  
THE BIGGEST LITTLE 
CAMPAIGN RALLY 

@ Joe Crowley Student Center, 
University of Nevada - Reno from 
5:30-8:30 PM. 

14  
CARSON CITY MEETUP
@ Schat’s Bakery from 3:30 - 

5:30 PM.

27  
DIRECTORS’ MEETING 
@ LP Nevada headquarters 

from 10 AM - 12 PM.

PLEASE SUPPORT JALISCO MEXICAN CANTINA

Jalisco Mexican Cantina has been supporting us, please support them. 
www.jaliscocantina.com | 702.436.5200

http://www.lpnevada.org/events
http://jaliscocantina.com/
http://jaliscocantina.com/
http://www.lpnevada.org/events
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August is the busiest month of the year in Northern Nevada. 

Hot August Nights kicks the month off in Reno, filling every single casino and hotel to capacity.

Simultaneously, Goldfield Days will fill every single hotel room (all six of them) along with several impromptu camping sites and 
the swiftly overwhelmed Dinky Diner. 

The Carson City Music Festival kicks off the following week, featuring 60 performers over the course of a week. 

The Reno Pirate Crawl - the largest pirate crawl of its kind. 

The Reno Greek Festival happens the following weekend. 

Then, Burning Man takes over the Black Rock Desert north of Reno, building and then tearing down Nevada’s sixth (or tenth de-
pending on how you count) largest city a week later.

Then the Reno-Tahoe Music Festival finishes the month, just in time for the Best in the West Nugget Rib Cook-Off, which will 
dominate downtown Sparks leading into September. 

Oh yes, and while all this is going on, Northern Nevada’s children go back to school.

And, it’s a hectic time for the Libertarian Party in Northern Nevada, as well. 

First, Governor Gary Johnson will visit Reno at the Joe Crowley Student Union on Friday, August 5 at 6 PM - this is a huge 
opportunity for Libertarians throughout Northern Nevada to meet our highly acclaimed Presidential ticket! 

The following weekend, the Libertarian Party of Nevada will be hosting a Carson City Meetup on Sunday, August 14 at 3:30 PM 
at Schat’s Bakery. 

This will then be followed up with a meetup on the weekend of August 21 in Reno, hosted by State Senate candidate David Col-
borne. 

If you’re a Libertarian in Northern Nevada and you’re wondering where the events are, they’re here, in August, just waiting for you 
to attend. Go to lpnevada.org/events right now and RSVP to one - you’ll be glad you did!

Photo by Ian Brewer Photography

News From Northern 
Nevada

http://lpnevada.org/events
http://www.ianbrewer.com/burning-man-2
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4/10 of 1% of the U.S. Population are in prison for various 
offenses. 755 of every 100,000 of the population.

The case for the forgoing is so compelling it obvious what 
should be done. It should be done in the area of drug and prison 
reform, just like it was done in the area of prohibition in 1933. 

In the twenty-five years since the passage of the Anti-Drug 
Abuse Act, the United States penal population rose from around 
300,000 to more than two million. 

In 2009, the U.S. Department of Justice announced that the 
growth rate of the state prison population had fallen to its 
lowest since 2006, but it still had a 0.2% growth-rate compared 
to the total U.S. prison population. The California state prison 
system population fell in 2009, the first year that populations 
had fallen in 38 years.  But don’t be deceived by this mythical 
progress. 

 
COMPARISON WITH OTHER COUNTRIES 
 
Main articles: Comparison of United States incarceration rate 
with other countries and List of countries by incarceration rate.

The stats source is the World Prison Population List. 8th edition. 
Prisoners per 100,000 population. 

Comparing some countries with similar percentages of 
immigrants, Germany has an incarceration rate of 76 per 100,000 
population (as of 2014), Italy is 85 per 100,000 (as of 2015), and 
Saudi Arabia is 161 per 100,000 (as of 2013). Comparing other 
countries with a zero tolerance policy for illegal drugs, the rate 
of Russia is 455 per 100,000 (as of 2015),[23] The United States 
755 per 100,000; Kazakhstan is 275 per 100,000 (as of 2015),[24] 
Singapore is 220 per 100,000 (as of 2014),[25] and Sweden is 60 
per 100,000 (as of 2014).[26]

• When one looks at the cost of the U.S. Prison System 
operating per year it is $74 billion.  

• We house about 1,561,500 prisoners in the state and federal 
systems 

• Drug Offenses account for 94,000 of these prisoners in the 
federal system. 99% for drug trafficking.  

• The cost per prisoner is $47,000 per year . The cost per year 
for incarceration for drug related offenses has increased 

from 300,000 in 1957 to approximately 2 million in 2016. 
The cost in today’s dollars for housing these prisoners has 
increased from $14 billion in 1957 to $74 billion in 2016. We 
would be better off paying the drug trafficking prisoners 
not to work, and letting them out of prison. 

• Is this a drug problem, a medical problem, an economic 
problem, or a lack of good management problem? 

• What about the impact on the prisoner’s lives to be 
incarcerated?

- Include employability and recidivism
- Divorce from wives
- Splitting up of families
- Cost to society of constructive members such as 1) No taxes 
paid, 2) Forced to take illegal jobs, 3) Children lack education.

WHAT DOES THE WAR ON DRUGS COST ASIDE FROM 
THE COST OF INCARCERATION? 
The U.S. federal government spent over $15 billion dollars in 
2010 on the War on Drugs, at a rate of about $500 per second. 
State and local governments spent at least another 25 billion 
dollars.  

WHAT ABOUT THE MENTALLY ILL?  

Mentally ill people are overrepresented in United States jail and 
prison populations relative to the general population. There are 
three times more seriously mentally ill persons in jails and prisons 
than in hospitals in the United States. The exact cause of this 
overrepresentation is disputed by scholars; proposed causes 
include the deinstitutionalization of mentally ill individuals 
in the mid-twentieth century; inadequate community mental 
health treatment resources; and the criminalization of mental 
illness itself. The majority of prisons in the United States employ 
a psychiatrist and a psychologist. While much research claims 
mentally ill offenders have comparable rates of recidivism to 
non-mentally ill offenders, other research claims that mentally 
ill offenders have higher rates of recidivism. Mentally ill people 
experience solitary confinement at disproportionate rates and 
are more vulnerable to its adverse psychological effects. Twenty-
five states have laws addressing the emergency detention of the 
mentally ill within jails, and the United States Supreme Court 
has upheld the right of inmates to mental health treatment. 

It is obvious there needs to be a total reform of the judicial 
system regarding drug laws and imprisoning mentally ill laws 
for crimes, to health problems that need to be treated rather 
than punished.

IS THERE A CASE FOR THIS KIND OF HUMANE 
TREATMENT OF DRUG PROBLEMS AND MENTAL 
PROBLEMS IN ANY COUNTRY?  
Drug use and dependence is a public health issue with a serious 
impact on development and security. An estimated 205 million 
people in the world use illicit drugs, of whom some 25 million 
are drug dependent. Drug use is one of the top 20 risk factors to 
health worldwide and among the top 10 in developed countries. 

In Depth: Judicial and 
Prison Reform

... continued next page
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Drug use disorders are associated with an 
increased risk of other diseases such as 
HIV/AIDS, hepatitis, tuberculosis, suicide, 
overdose deaths and cardiovascular 
diseases. Injecting drug use is a major 
route of HIV and hepatitis transmission 
in many regions. Approximately 3 million 
injecting drug users are HIV positive. 
Outside of sub-Saharan Africa, 30 per 
cent of global HIV infections are due to 
this cause. 

When criminal activities related to drug 
use are included, the economic cost 
of drug use and dependence in some 
countries can amount to 2 per cent of 
GDP. Effective treatment and care • 

Drug dependence can often be treated 
effectively with low-cost medications and 
simple psychological interventions. • 

Treatment of drug dependence can be 
integrated into primary health care. • Non-
specialist health providers can deliver 
specific mental health interventions with 
appropriate training. • 

For $US 1 invested in evidence-based 
treatment, up to $US 6 are saved in terms 
of costs for health, security and welfare.

IS THERE A SUCCESSFUL MODEL? 

In the US Kings County Washington near 
Seattle. 

A program funded by the County sales tax 
is paying dividends, both for tax payers 
and the individuals who are receiving the 
treatment they need to stay out of the 
criminal justice system. The Metropolitan 
King County Council today accepted a 
report on the services supported by the 
Mental Illness and Drug Dependency 
(MIDD) sales tax.

“I sponsored the legislation authorizing 
the MIDD in 2007 because the costs of our 
jail being a de-facto mental institution 
were unacceptable and because I 
knew we could do better,” said Council 
member Bob Ferguson, chair of the 
Council’s Law, Justice, and Health and 
Human Services Committee. “It is good 
to see that our investment is effectively 
helping individuals break the cycle of 
involvement with the criminal justice and 
emergency care systems.” 

“MIDD funding is a key component of the 
‘paradigm shift’ in criminal justice made 
by the County over the last decade,” 
said Council Chair Larry Gossett. “The 
programs supported through MIDD are 
an example of how early intervention is a 
wise investment for those who are better 

served by treatment over a jail cell.” 

“Today’s report is good news and 
demonstrates just how valuable MIDD 
tax funded safety net is,” said Council Vice 
Chair Jane Hague. “These programs have 
saved the county money in the long run 
by getting certain at-risk individuals and 
families the help that they need.” 

In 2005, the Washington state Legislature 
authorized counties to implement a one-
tenth of one percent sales and use tax 
to support new or expanded chemical 
dependency or mental health treatment 
programs and services and for the 
operation of new or expanded therapeutic 
court programs and services. King County 
is one of 14 counties statewide that have 
adopted this revenue source. The Council 
adopted legislation authorizing the levy 
in 2007 and set the following policy goals 
for the programs supported by the MIDD 
tax: 

• A reduction in the number of mentally 
ill and chemically dependent people 
using costly interventions, such as, 
jail, emergency rooms, and hospitals; 

• A reduction in the number of 
people who recycle through the 
jail, returning repeatedly as a result 
of their mental illness or chemical 
dependency; 

• A reduction of the incidence and 
severity of chemical dependency 
and mental and emotional disorders 
in youth and adults; and 

• Diversion of mentally ill and 
chemically dependent youth 
and adults from initial or further 
involvement in the criminal justice 
system. 

The tax generated approximately $41 
million in 2010. 

“This report demonstrates that Mental 
Illness and Drug Dependency tax funds 
are achieving the desired results of 
reducing the number of mentally ill and 
chemically dependent people in jail 
and diverting them to treatment,” said 
Council member Larry Phillips. “We must 
continue to maximize the effectiveness 
of these funds so that we can keep our 
communities safe, reduce criminal justice 
costs, and help stabilize those who need 
help.” 

“This investment is transforming our 
system to a more humane model for 
treating those suffering from mental 
illness and chemical dependency,” said 

Council member Kathy Lambert, Vice 
Chair of the Law, Justice, Health and 
Human Services Committee. “The report 
shows that funding these strategies that 
focus on recovery is working, and it is 
saving significant money in our criminal 
justice system while also reducing 
recidivism and positively changing lives.” 

The adopted legislation also established 
a policy framework for measuring the 
effectiveness of the public’s investment 
in MIDD programs, requiring the King 
County Executive to submit oversight, 
implementation, and evaluation plans 
for the programs funded with the tax 
revenue. The motion adopted by the 
Council today accepts the third annual 
report on the progress of the MIDD 
programs, covering the period from 
October 1, 2009 through September 30, 
2010. 

The report states that during the 
evaluation period, a sampling of MIDD 
clients showed a 23 percent reduction in 
jail bookings and a 23 percent reduction 
in jail days. Psychiatric hospitalizations 
decreased by 19 percent for the sample 
eligible for outcomes analysis in the 
reporting period. Other highlights of the 
MIDD report include: 

• Over 27,000 unique individuals were 
served by the MIDD, up from 19,000 
in 2009; 

• Of the MIDD clients served, 
approximately 737 served in the U.S. 
Military; 

• $31.8 million of the $40 million 
budgeted were spent implementing 
MIDD strategies during the 2010 
calendar year; 

• King County contracted or partnered 
with 60 community and local 
government agencies to provide 
MIDD services; and 

• 37 percent of the individuals served 
by MIDD programs live in Seattle, 32 
percent live in south King County, 
and 24 percent live in north and east 
King County. 

IS THERE A SUCCESSFUL PROGRAM 
ON THE NATIONAL LEVEL IN SOME 
OTHER COUNTRY? 
This is all possible because, throughout 
Scandinavia, criminal justice policy rarely 
enters political debate. Decisions about 
best practices are left to professionals 
in the field, who are often published 
criminologists and consult closely 
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with academics. Sustaining the barrier 
between populist politics and results-
based prison policy are media that don’t 
sensationalize crime—if they report it at 
all. And all of this takes place in nations 
with established histories of consensual 
politics, relatively small and homogenous 
populations, and the best social service 
networks in the world, including the best 
public education. Standing outside a 
Nordic closed prison, the American son 
would have felt perfectly at ease. But 
inside, northern Europe’s closed facilities 
operate along the lines of humanism 
that American prisons abandoned early, 
under a host of pressures -- such as 
overcrowding, the push to make prisons 
profitable by contracting out collective 
labor, the use of unpaid prisoners as 
private farmhands, and, since 1973, the 
rise of an $80 billion mass incarceration 
industry. There is also the matter of 
scale. The prison population of Sweden 
(6,900) is less than half the population of 
Rikers Island at its height (14,000). Several 
prisons in the U.S. each hold nearly twice 
the prison population of Finland. This 
is not simply the difference between 
large and much smaller countries. U.S. 
incarceration rates are the highest in the 
world, about 10 times those throughout 
Scandinavia, which are among the 
world’s lowest.

Administrative segregation prisoners take 
part in a group therapy session at San 
Quentin state prison in California. (Lucy 
Nicholson/Reuters)

There’s certainly a tipping point at which 
smaller numbers of prisoners allow for a 
different quality of prison practice. But the 
issue here is the instinctive, visceral fear 
of prisons and prisoners. It is about basic 
assumptions regarding what states must 
do to people who violate the law, not 
only in order to secure the safety, but to 
satisfy the sense of justice, of law-abiding 
citizens. Even if the U.S. prison population 
dropped by 90 percent overnight, it’s not 
clear that U.S. prison officials, under the 
eye of the public and politicians, would 
either know how or be allowed to handle 
the remaining prisoners differently. 
And this is at a time when even tough-
on-crime politicians acknowledge that 
states are going broke supporting prisons 
with no positive return to taxpayers—
including no net boost to public safety. 
So this is both a philosophical quandary 
and a practical question: How is it that 
Nordic prisons that seem so cushy yield 
recidivism rates one-half to one-third of 

those in the U.S. (20-30 percent versus 
40-70 percent)? And why can’t the U.S. 
reduce prison populations not simply 
through drug courts and very tepid 
sentencing reforms but by creating more 
transformative prisons? The answers 
emerge from the history that stands 
behind these American tourists’ nervous 
condition.

Twenty years of social science research 
has drawn a consistently clear portrait 
of the rise of America’s unprecedented 
regime of mass incarceration: Over the 
past four decades, Republicans and 
Democrats have waged a “tougher on 
crime than you” arms race built upon 
white unease with the disruption of the 
old racial order brought about by the 
civil rights and Black Power movements. 
Once segregation was declared 
unconstitutional and black activists 
began to demand equal rights, white fear 
called out for “law and order.” Seeking 
votes and profits, politicians and media 
have encouraged the white public’s worst 
fears of becoming the victims of black 
perpetrators. Under the guise of the wars 
on drugs, crime, and terror, the urban 
poor and disenfranchised, especially 
young black men, have been rounded up 
in mass numbers, largely for non-violent 
drug crimes, of which middle-class whites 
have been consistently shown to be equal 
perpetrators. 

Meanwhile, even the most serious 
television shows like Law & Order and 
The Wire present black criminals as 
overrepresented by unscrupulous 
defense lawyers—defending the “punks” 
that George Zimmerman believed “always 
get away with it.” And these trends have 
continued even though crime rates have 
been dropping since the early 90s, while 
only one in 40 criminal cases goes to 
jury trial and prosecutors bargain pleas 
by threatening suspects with the longest 
prison sentences in the industrialized 
world.

Decades of research show that 
incarceration and crime rates in the U.S. 
bear no fixed relationship. Between 1999 
and 2009, for example, New York shrank 
its prison population by 20 percent while 
crime rates dropped by 29 percent; 
from 2000 to 2010, Indiana increased 
its prison population by 45 percent and 
reduced its crime rate by .08 percent. In 
the 1950s, Finland made the decision to 
lower its incarceration rates in line with 
Scandinavian norms; it shrank that rate 

by 75 percent across periods of both 
rising and stable crime. Prison size is not 
determined by crime rates but by what 
states decide to treat as crimes, how 
much punishment the public demands, 
and, in the U.S. today, how successful 
the prison industry is in fomenting this 
demand. And all of these factors are 
determined by whom voters imagine this 
punishment landing upon.

This peculiarly American institutional-
ization has created a nation where few 
middle-class white Americans can name 
anyone they know personally who has 
been sentenced to prison, and even fewer 
black Americans of any class cannot.

In 1993, Norwegian criminologist 
Nils Christie (a major influence on 
Scandinavian penal policy) had already 
unpacked this phenomenon. In Crime 
Control as Industry, Christie concluded 
that the more unlike oneself the imagined 
perpetrator of crime, the harsher the 
conditions one will agree to impose 
upon convicted criminals, and the 
greater the range of acts one will agree 
should be designated as crimes. More 
homogeneous nations institutionalize 
mercy, which is to say they attend more 
closely to the circumstances surrounding 
individual criminal acts. The opposite 
tendency, expressed in mandatory 
sentencing and indiscriminate “three 
strikes” laws, not only results from, but 
widens social distance. The harshness 
of the punishment that fearful voters are 
convinced is the only thing that works on 
people who don’t think or act like them 
becomes a measure of the moral distance 
between these voters and people 
identified as criminals.

Author Kenneth E. Hartman has lived 
inside California prisons for over three 
decades. In an essay in the forthcoming 
book, Fourth City: Essays from the Prison 
in America, he speaks to why that system 
sees 75 percent of all repeat parolees 
back within three years:

Most prisoners are uneducated, riddled 
with unresolved traumas and ill-treated 
mental health problems, drug and alcohol 
addictions, and self-esteem issues far 
too often bordering on the pathological. 
The vast majority has never received 
competent health care, mental health 
care, drug treatment, education or even 
an opportunity to look at themselves 
as humans. Had any of these far less 
draconian interventions been tried… no 
doubt many of my peers would be leading 

... continued next page
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productive lives. We internalize the separation and removal, the assumed 
less-than status, and hold up the idiotic and vainglorious pride we pretend 
to, like clown’s make-up, to hide our shame. In the end, the vast majority of 
us become exactly who we are told we are: violent, irrational, and incapable 
of conducting ourselves like conscious adults. It is a tragic opera with an 
obvious outcome.  Nothing else works is not a statement of fact; it is the 
declaration of an ideology. This ideology holds that punishment, for the 
sake of the infliction of pain, is the logical response to all misbehavior. It is 
also a convenient cover story behind which powerful special interest groups 
hide.

CONCLUSION
In terms of money and the impact on the U.S. economy the prison system 
and drug enforcement system are a catastrophe and have to be changed. 
Models exist and there is no excuse today in the era of cost cutting and 
economic reform, that reform should not be one of the highest priorities in 
any political system.

By Michael S. Pratter, LP Nevada Contributor

Judicial and Prison Reform (continued)

course. What makes this issue clear for me is to look at all of them (like we 
should) as individuals pursuing happiness.

I had an evolution of understanding with this issue. First, I thought 
homosexuals were trying to make a mockery of the institution of marriage 
and I thought it involved a power trip. Then I was looking at the issue as 
a “collective” interest group, but when I considered the Declaration of 
Independence, and considered that they were fighting for an individual 
right to pursue happiness - not to mention the practical legal benefits - it 
became crystal clear. Then I considered hypothetical situations, such as: 
what if a partner sacrificed and took care of the other, and that partner was 
denied benefits, such as social security, life insurance, etc. Is that really fair? 
A clearly, resounding “NO!”

We disagree. We argue. We neglect to consider different perspectives, 
thoughts and feelings. However, the bottom line of this issue is LIBERTY. So 
if you are not sure about an issue, match it up like I did on that great claim: 
Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, and hopefully a clear picture will 
come into your view. 

By James Pesutich, LP Nevada Contributor

Gay Marriage: A Matter of Liberty (continued)
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