
Septic
Systems

Q U I C K  G U I D E

Bad Smell

Unpleasant liquid in leaching bed 

Spongy spots on/near leaching

bed

Sewage on the ground near

leaching bed

Slow-moving or backed-up drains

Lush vegetation over the septic

bed

Not all signs are visible, make sure

to have regular inspections

Signs Your System Isn't Working

Properly - Conventional System

- Recirculating Sand Filter System

- Constructed Wetland System

- Aerobic Treatment Unit 

- Mound Treatment System

- Drip Distribution System

- Evapotranspiration System 

- Drip Distribution System

- Chamber System

- Cluster Community System 

Know Your System

Septic Systems
Though a septic system is underground,
away from your line of sight, and easily
forgotten about, it is key to a safe,
properly functioning household. Septic
systems vary, but when functioning
properly, provide benefits both to you
and to the environment. 

How Septic Systems Work: "What's Happening Down There?"
A septic system is designed to capture all

household wastewater: dishwashers, showers,

toilets and all that goes down your drains. The solid

wastes will sink to the bottom of the septic tank,

while the lighter liquids will stay near the top and

flow out into different types of drain-fields.

Drainage will depend on the drain-field in place.

Most septic systems require solid wastes to be

pumped out. Be sure to check your system regularly

to avoid a full tank. 
https://www.epa.gov/septic/types-septic-systems
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Good Septic Systems: What's at Stake?  
You've probably heard that manure helps plants grow, right? So you might think that a

leaking septic system, or no septic system at all, would just help the plants grow

around you? This is a common misconception. When sewage is let out into the

environment untreated, it can contaminate wildlife and leach into water supplies.

Consider the things you put down the drain. Those things are leaching out into the

environment directly. When you think that waste is all natural, often times we forget

about other possible contaminants that could be mixed in, like microplastics,

phosphates and pharmaceuticals. Things like paints, solvents and grease do not

belong in the environment. And if you take any medications, some of that medicine is

passing through you and into the environment. This is why it is so important to have a

properly functioning septic system and treat wastes appropriately. We encourage

property owners to inspect their systems or install systems to keep our groundwater,

streams, lakes and environment as clean as we can to protect the environment now

and for the future. 

Hazardous Cleaners
and Chemicals

Medication and
Pharmaceuticals 

Products Claiming to
Improve Septic Systems

 

What Not to Put 
Down the Drain

Grease

Know where your septic system and leaching             
bed are.
Septic systems typically need to be pumped
every 3-5 years. Pick a time of year to check
your tank and stick to it. 
Note all septic maintenance and timelines. 
Check and clean your effluent filter annually. 
Don't drain gutter or sump pump water on
your leaching bed. 

Important Facts About Your
System: What You Should Know
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