A g ri c u lt u re i n O u r Watershe d
The Lesser Slave Watershed Council (LSWC) is in the process of developing an Integrated
Watershed Management Plan (IWMP). This process involves input from government, industry
stakeholders, and individuals to address issues and concerns about our watershed, including ecosystem
health, water quality, and sustainable water usage. Using the information we collect, the IWMP will assess
these concerns and develop appropriate solutions.

Snapshot of Agricultural
activity in our region
Livestock and crop farming

Agricultural activity is fundamentally important to the lives
of people in the Lesser Slave Watershed and beyond. Special
care must be taken to ensure we can continue to grow the food
that sustains us while protecting the aquatic ecosystems that sustain the
land.
The IWMP will collect input from agricultural producers, government
departments, and other stakeholders. Working together, we will

Quick Facts:
• Agricultural activities are highly concentrated
in the low-lying western areas of the Lesser
Slave Watershed, particularly along the Heart
and East and West Prairie Rivers.

determine strategies and practices to balance desirable economic
outcomes with environmental concerns.

Solar waterers are a proven strategy for keeping
livestock away from fragile shorelines
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Lesser Slave Lake as seen from space (Google
Earth, 2005). When excessive nutrients from
agricultural activity move downstream into
the lake, they feed the algae and cause these
blooms. Algae blooms compromise the safety
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The health of our watershed impacts the well-being of our environment, plants and animals,
and the people who live and work here. The more information we have, the better equipped
we are to offer sustainable, effective solutions to issues facing our watershed.
Your opinions and experiences are a crucial part of a successful plan.
We want to hear from you! To talk to us, learn more, or get involved, please call the
LSWC at 780-523-9800 or visit www.lswc.ca
/LSWC2012

/abLSWC

