
As one of your representatives for London in the European Parliament, I am 
pleased to report back on my activities over the past year. MEPs are elected 
for a fi ve year term, and many of us who took offi ce in July 2014 were 
entirely new to the Parliament.

One of the main priorities for me as a Labour MEP  is to protect and enhance 
EU employment, equality and social laws guaranteeing rights for citizens 
and workers. This will obviously continue to be a crucial concern in the run-
up to the referendum on the UK’s membership of the EU. 

I remain committed to representing the interests of London for EU investment 
and support, particularly in deprived areas, and to working to help tackle 
climate change and pollution, including improving air quality, through the 
setting and enforcement of EU-wide standards. 

Labour MEPs are part of the Socialists and Democrats Group in the Parliament, who share a common goal to 
ensure that we achieve a ‘Social Europe’ for all.

TTIP Update
Over the year, there has been a massive level of public interest in the Parliament’s position on the proposed EU- 
US Transatlantic Trade Partnership. 

In July 2015, following unhelpful delays in bringing the issue to a plenary vote, a non-legislative resolution was 
passed with recommendations for the continuing negotiations on the trade deal. 

I and most other Labour MEPs voted against the resolution. The failure of the fi nal wording of the resolution 
effectively to condemn special rights for foreign investors to sue governments was a critical issue leading me to 
vote against. 

Although the resolution passed, the campaign will now continue at all levels to fi ght for fair trade and to oppose 
an anti-democratic TTIP that damages employment protection, environmental standards and consumer rights. 
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Transport
and Tourism
My particular policy responsibility 
as one of the 20-strong team of 
Labour MEPs across the country is 
Transport and Tourism. I am Labour’s 
nominated representative on the 
Parliament’s Transport and Tourism 
Committee. It has been an important 
year for developments in this area, with 
signifi cant new legislation passed and 
further proposals up for debate.

Improving road safety is a key objective 
for the Parliament. It is looking 
increasingly unlikely that EU targets
for reductions in road deaths by 2020 will be met. And unfortunately the European Commission 
is now backtracking on previous plans for an offi cial target to reduce serious road injuries. With 
Socialists and Democrats Group colleagues and the backing of the European Transport Safety 
Council, I have signed up to a formal Written Parliamentary Declaration calling for a serious 
road injuries target. I will be campaigning vigorously to maximise support for this initiative.

In April 2015, the Parliament succeeded in passing laws requiring car manufacturers to install an 
‘eCall’ system in new cars. This new system will automatically dial emergency services in the event 
of a severe accident. I am also continuing my lobbying for more effective safety measures for 
cyclists and pedestrians, including for greater emphasis on restricting access for HGVs in cities, 
unless fully segregated from cyclists. 

With UK rail unions, the TUC, lawyers and academic experts, in May 2015 I hosted a seminar on 
the dangers of rail privatisation in the UK and in Sweden. The seminar was part of my work with 
unions and like-minded campaigners to challenge key aspects of draft laws known as the ‘Fourth 

Rail Package’, which in their current form 
aim to push compulsory liberalisation 
of services and infrastructure further. I 
am also supporting a growing campaign 
across Europe to reverse the widespread 
cuts to night train services. 

I am continuing to fi ght hard against an 
unhelpful draft EU regulation on ports, 
which is opposed by both industry and 
trade unions in this country. Current 
proposals fail to provide an effective 
framework to support port investment 
and jobs, and do not address adequately 
issues of environmental protection and 
workers’ rights.



Consumer 
Protection
Alongside my transport and tourism remit,
I also sit on the Parliament’s Internal Market 
and Consumer Protection Committee. 
For Labour MEPs, it is imperative that the 
European Single Market operates in a fair 
and transparent way, protecting workers 
and consumers, supporting businesses and 
fostering economic growth.

Access to Justice
In my consumer protection work, I have been focusing particularly on access to justice. Given the 
assault on legal aid and public funding for advice and representation in the UK, it has never been 
more important for the EU to set clear rules that protect our rights. I have taken up this issue with the 
European Commissioner responsible for justice and consumers in hearings and in a parliamentary 
question, and will continue to seek better enforcement of consumer rights. I also  secured a victory 
for consumers in a Parliament review of EU competition policy, when I convinced colleagues from 
across the political spectrum to back my amendment on the importance of collective action for 
citizens when their rights are infringed. 

London, UK and EU meetings
I have had a busy year speaking at conferences and  meeting with a  range of constituents. I have 
spoken on a variety of platforms including the annual ASLEF Conference, the National Assembly 
of Women AGM, the Labour Transport Group and at the Urban Public Transport Committee of the 
European Transport Workers’ Federation. It has also been a privilege to co-host events and welcome 
visitors groups to the Parliament. These have included an event on best practice in disability access 
with EasyJet, a schools award with Eurostar, and visits from the SERTUC Women’s Committee, 

Westminster Kingsway and 
Croydon adult learners. In 
October 2014, I visited Athens 
with the Greece Solidarity 
Campaign, and saw fi rst-hand 
the appalling economic and 
practical consequences faced 
by most Greeks as a result of 
unnecessary austerity policies. 
In my view the assistance deal 
approved in July 2015 does not 
provide a fair settlement for 
Greece.



Looking Forward
Throughout the year, it has been very rewarding visiting local Labour parties and other groups, getting out and 
about knocking on doors, and corresponding with constituents. Many people from all over London have been in 
touch about a range of concerns, including rail privatisation, cyclist safety and access to transport for disabled 
passengers and passengers with reduced mobility. I will continue to prioritise visits and direct contact with 
constituents for next year and beyond. 

In the Parliament, I have been assigned by the Socialists and Democrats to lead on the forthcoming revision of 
EU air passenger rights legislation in Europe. Under EU law we all have a number of key rights when travelling 
by air, including compensation for delays and cancellations. However, airline companies argue that the current 
rules are ambiguous and continue to contest a number of court decisions in favour of passengers. The laws are 
therefore being updated and I will be working to ensure a fair deal for passengers and clear rules for the airlines. 
I am also leading for the Socialists and Democrats on a Parliament report on promoting sustainable urban 
mobility, due by the end of 2015.
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