Mount Rainier
A Blueprint for a Strategic Vision That Builds
On the Past
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…and oh so many residents!!!!

What’s our goal?
Probably the same as it’s always been - create an economically dynamic
city, welcome and build up everyone in our community, all while connecting
with nature as best we can. That is:
●
●
●

Create a vibrant economy.
Invest in our diverse people.
Invest in a sustainable way of living.

In doing so, we can double down on our greatest assets - how we were
designed and who we are.

What is in the power of design?

Think like
Houten,
Denmark →

Why are we like Houten?
“Originally, America had big dense cities, small towns, and agricultural
areas. The small towns were where people tended to be happiest. . .
. . . Cities expanded to meet the desires of the workers: being close to work,
but also having clean air and privacy like their small town counterparts.
Housing was thus built at the edges in “street car neighborhoods.”
-

Courtesy of Mr. Money Mustache, summarizing the book Happy City by Charles
Montgomery

What does science say?
Some of the happiest people in the world live in places like Houten,
Denmark, which are designed similarly to Mount Rainier:
●

Getting around by walking and biking - while no guarantee of
happiness, being in better physical shape does increase the chance
you’ll be happier.

●

More chance encounters with friendly neighbors - corresponds to
increases in happiness and trust in neighbors.

And if we do it Mount Rainier style - by promoting our diverse, multicultural
community - we can take it one step further and build trust across cultures.

. . . Invest in our diverse
community to create a
vibrant local economy
while having a
sustainable way of
living.
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Doing the things that
have the best chance
of making people
happier . . .
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So let’s make people happier by...

Sustainable

Community Land Trusts
Economic Incentive Fund
Arts Commission
Kaywood
Dense living
Streetscapes
Bike Master
Vibrant
Plan
Native Plants

Creating A Vibrant Economy
●

Density
○

●

Diversity
○

●

Economic Incentive Fund - earmark 50% for current businesses, many of which are owned by
people of color, which can help prevent displacement of businesses from gentriﬁcation.

Streetscapes
○
○

●

Develop a mixed-use site at 3200 block of Rhode Island Avenue (Eastern and RIA) ASAP, that
includes apartment or condo living.

Arts Commission
2010 Mixed Use Town Center Design - 3300 block of RIA (incl. Memorial Park) 34th Street

Create a Destination
○
○

Economic Incentive Fund - Incentivize new businesses (e.g., bars, restaurants) to host musical
acts and work with the County to make the Kaywood Theater happen.
Invest in our musicians and artists to build on some of the best reasons to hang out in Mount
Rainier.

Let’s make a stroll around town just a bit
more pleasant...

Investing In Our Diverse Community
●

Economic Incentive Fund - retain our businesses
○
○

●

Community Land Trust - retain affordable single-family homes
○
○

●

Allocate 50% of it for current businesses, many owned by people of color.
According to Strong Towns, investing in what you have (rather than investing in
new shiny objects) gets you the best bang for your buck over time.
Big idea, long-term idea, needs capital.
Partner with the Gateway CDC? Go it alone?

Budget to a Surplus - let’s save our money so people can age in place
○

Let’s start saving more money every year, invest it in the market, let compound
interest work its magic, and work to build up enough savings over the next 30
years to make Mount Rainier as self-sufﬁcient as it possibly can be to lower the
tax burden for residents.

A Sustainable (and Resilient!) Way of
Living
●

Make it more walkable...
○

●

Make it more bikeable...
○

●

We’ve got a plan for that - the 2010 MUTC Plan - let’s implement it!
We’ve got a plan for that - the Bike Master Plan - let’s implement it!

Make it more sustainable...
○

Stormwater Management - we will have a plan for that - let’s implement it!

○

Native Plant Way - we already love native plants, now let’s take it to the
next level by stringing together native forests and native plants to make a
west-east Native Plant Way from Rogers Park to the 31st Street Pocket
Park to Brentwood to the Northwest Branch Greenway.

We can continue the
good work of the Tree
Commission and Green
Team, and regrow our
native habitat in a
targeted fashion...
...And maybe we can even
start a movement to
connect communities to
one another...

The Best Part?
Minus Community Land Trusts and Kaywood, this vision is affordable...
●

Economic Incentive Fund?
○

●

Streetscape improvements?
○

●

We’re implementing it through the bikeways grant.
Plus, painting sharrows and installing signs is not expensive.

Native Plantings?
○

●

We can build it into our capital budget - e.g., 33% of streets and sidewalks funding.

Bike Master Plan?
○
○

●

We already allocated the money.

Can build into our parks budget, raise funding from the community, and/or seek grant money.

Savings?
○

Let’s start taking a ﬁne tooth comb to the budget, budget to a surplus, and diversify our tax base by developing the
3200 block into a mixed-use building ASAP.

Let’s do this!
“What we need...is ﬁnancially productive growth that uses our existing
infrastructure.”
-

Rob Karlinsgy, City Manager, Kenmore, Washington; writing for Strong Towns

Let’s take that one step further - let’s invest in ﬁnancially productive
growth that uses our existing infrastructure and our existing people
and culture.

