
supporting Our farmers in tough times
NSW family farms are the backbone of our agricultural industry. As drought 
conditions get worse across the state, we need to ensure our farmers get the 
support they need.

NSW has a strong agriculture sector which contributes $13 billion to our economy. The agricultural 
sector creates thousands of jobs and supports thousands of small and large businesses. 

All farmers do their best to prepare for drought, but sometimes extreme droughts are beyond even 
the best farmers preparations.  When those conditions occur it is necessary for the rest of NSW to 
provide some support.

Labor has a strong record of supporting farmers in tough times. In government Labor provided an 
estimated $535 million in drought support across the decade long drought which put pressure on 
agribusiness and the family farm. 

Baird Government cost cutting eliminated critical in-drought support including stock and fodder 
transport subsidies.  The Government’s decision to cease drought declarations has also made it more 
difficult for the community to know just where the problems are.

The BAird GoverNmeNT Should kNoW BeTTer

For a government that claims it represents regional NSW, the Baird Government has left farmers high 
and dry when it comes to providing drought support.

The Baird government cut vital stock and fodder subsidies for farmers and agribusiness. These 
subsidies provided a 50% discount, to a maximum of $20,000 per year to assist farmers with the costs 
of transporting fodder to a property, or sending stock of for agistment, sale or slaughter. 

These changes placed an extra financial burden of farmers who are already living with the costs of 
trying to keep the farm going through a drought. 

In 2013 the Baird Government changed the process for establishing whether a region or area of NSW 
is in drought. Rather than working with the Department of Primary Industries, the Bureau of Metrology 
and the Rural Assistance Authority, the government implemented a more cumbersome process which 
dragged out the decision making process and delivered further uncertainty to farmers who were 
clearly facing the growing worsening dry conditions. 

Having a system that doesn’t declare areas in drought creates confusion for the community, farmers 
and Government agencies. The NSW Government reforms delay provision of assistance. One of the 
problems with not having an objective measurement of when an area is in drought is the state argues 
about those things rather than making a decision.
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lABor’S iN-drouGhT SupporT pAckAGe —         
To provide SupporT for fArmerS WheN They Need iT moST

Labor understands the devastating impact drought can have on farmers and their    
families, which is why a Labor Government will:

1) Reintroduce stock and fodder subsidies and transport subsidies for farmers who are   
 affected by longer running drought conditions.

2) Reintroduce drought declarations

3) Commit $1.5 million to double the number of Rural Support Workers

4) Commit to the $20 million extension of funding announced for water infrastructure grants

5) Lobby the Federal Government to relax eligibility criteria for income support.

labor will reintroduce stock and fodder subsidies and transport subsidies for farmers who 
are affected by longer running drought conditions. This subsidy will be up to 50% of the 
cost, to a maximum of $20,000 a year. And unlike the Baird Government who has cut stock 
and fodder and transport subsidies, Labor will make sure farmers get the support they need 
by not restricting the amount of funding arbitrarily. The subsidies will assist in the cost of the 
transport of cattle fodder/or water to a property, stock to and from agistment and stock to sale 
or slaughter.

Labor expects that in normal circumstances farmers will prepare for drought with reserves of 
feed. To encourage drought preparedness, transport subsidies will be available when an area has 
been in drought for 9 months or more.  Exceptions may be made by the Minister (on advice from 
the Rural Assistance Authority (RAA)) if an area has not had enough time between drought 
declared periods to prepare, or in individual cases based on animal welfare. 

labor commits commit $1.5 million to double the number of rural Support Workers to assist 
with on the ground support for farmers facing the financial and mental pressures brought on 
by worsening drought conditions. Baird Government cuts have reduced the numbers of Rural 
Support Workers, but Labor will expand the program in order to provide our farmers additional 
support.

labor commits to the $20 million extension of funding announced for Water infrastructure to 
continue to support farmers prepare for drought.

labor will reintroduce drought declarations to ensure that the whole NSW community is 
able to understand when drought is impacting farmers and provide a basis for in drought 
support.  Declaration of areas that are satisfactory, marginal or in drought would be made by 
the Department of Primary Industry (DPI) in the same way as Seasonal Conditions reports are 
determined, in consultation with Bureau Of Meteorology (BOM), Local Land Services (LLS), and 
local DPI staff.  The reintroduction of drought declaration also enables historical comparisons.

We will lobby the federal Government to allow farmers to change eligibility criteria for 
income support.  Current asset test requirements rule out the majority of drought affected 
farmers. Labor will also lobby for changes to FMD schemes to allow farmers to use the scheme 
as part of their retirement and transition planning.
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