
Protecting the People of nSW          
Labor’s Counter terrorism paCkage

A Foley Labor Government will help protect the people of NSW by doing 
everything possible to prevent a terrorist attack on our soil, and provide our 
emergency services personnel the resources they need in the event of an attack.

Labor’s five-point Counter Terrorism package will include:      
1. $8.3 million to provide frontline officers dedicated counter terrorism training focused  
 on the “active shooter” scenario          
2. “active shooter” scenario training provided to all new police recruits at the nsW police  
 Force academy            
3. $400 000 to purchase a purpose built mobile van for police negotiators   
4. advocating on behalf of the people of nsW for the Federal government to direct   
 aCma to allocate dedicated mobile broadband communications to police and   
 emergency services           
5. $2 million to implement a new community mentoring grants program to help    
 mentor individuals at risk of radicalisation 

$8.3 million to provide frontline officers dedicated counter terrorism training focused on 
the “active shooter” scenario

an “active shooter” is an individual actively engaged in killing or attempting to kill people in a 
confined and populated area. active shooters usually don’t discriminate against their victims 
and are extremely unpredictable. in most cases, active shooter events are over very quickly, 
well before specialist forces arrive on the scene. 

recent events in paris and ottawa, both active shooter incidents, demonstrate that ‘lone-wolf’ 
terrorism is becoming a greater threat since perpetrators are less likely to come into contact 
with counter terrorist surveillance. 

our frontline policemen and women are equipped to handle any situation - but the unique 
circumstances of an “active shooter” scenario are unpredictable and can evolve quickly. that 
is why Labor commits to provide frontline police officers, both current and new recruits, with 
the knowledge, skills, abilities and mindset necessary to respond to an active shooter event.
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$400,000 to purchase a purpose built mobile van for police negotiators

Labor will provide our police and emergency services with the resources they need to provide 
an effective counter-terrorism response in the event of an attack. 

police negotiators need purpose built equipment. Currently police negotiators have to bring 
their equipment to a location and set up in borrowed space. Labor will purchase a new 
tactical vehicle for police negotiators. 

equipped with the latest technology, the vehicle would cost about $400,000 and would allow 
specialised negotiators to be on the scene ready to go much faster in hostage situations. 

Advocating on behalf of the people of NSW for the Federal Government to direct ACMA to 
allocate dedicated mobile broadband communications to police and emergency services

to respond to a terrorist attack, effective communication is critical. Labor wants to improve 
the capability and effectiveness of law enforcement and emergency services in this state by 
ensuring access to the best tools to do the job, including deploying dedicated, inter-operable 
mobile broadband communications.

this would be deployed for counter-terrorism investigations, in the event of a terrorist 
incident, and for natural disasters and other emergencies, as well as for more effective and 
efficient every-day policing.

Lessons learned from the september 11 terrorist attacks in the usa and the London bombings 
demonstrate that reliance on commercial arrangements are not sufficient for critical mobile 
communications services when public and emergency services compete for limited radio 
resources on commercial networks.

Dedicated mobile broadband communications capability was in place for the g20 Leaders 
summit in brisbane in november 2014 by special arrangement with telstra. if this capability is 
essential for the g20 summit, it is also essential for law enforcement and emergency services 
for counter-terrorism responses.

the decision to allocate 20mHz of the 700mHz spectrum to police and emergency services 
is in the hands of the abbott government. if elected, Labor will strongly advocate on 
behalf of police, emergency services personnel and the people of nsW to improve the our 
communications technology and the effectiveness of law enforcement in this state.
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$2 million to implement a new community mentoring grants program to help mentor 
individuals at risk of radicalisation 

much of the police’s counter-terrorism activity is focused on hard edge police capabilities 
including covert activity. an effective counter-terrorism response must include the ability to 
identify and engage those at risk of radicalisation. 

Labor will better engage with the relevant communities who are well placed to work with 
the authorities to identify individuals who may be radicalising and then to assist in mentoring 
those persons.

the nsW police Counter-terrorism and special tactics Command have operated 
a Community Contact unit for some years which has developed a relationship with many 
communities. However, more work needs to be done working with these communities. 

Labor will create a community mentoring grants scheme to assist ethnic communities to 
maintain and enhance links with the nsW police Community Contact unit. our commitment 
to provide $2 million in grants to community groups will involve the police working more 
closely with those communities in mentoring and education programs to help counter violent 
extremism.

the community mentoring grants program would be operated by nsW police and the 
programs to be funded would be jointly designed by police and the relevant community 
organisations.
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