
A NEW INNER CITY High School         
BUILDING THE FUTURE OF EDUCATION IN THE HEART OF SYDNEY 

Labor believes that giving our children the best possible education must include providing 
high quality public schools in the local neighbourhoods of NSW families – whether you live in 
the suburbs, the regions, or the heart of our largest city.

For the growing number of families living in and around the Sydney CBD, public high schools 
are often too distant or nearing full capacity.

In recent years, there has been a turnaround in the population close to our city centre, with 
more and more families choosing to reside close to the cluster of amenities and services that 
our major city provides.

Projections have shown there will be no space left in high schools serving the inner city by 
2018, while there are currently no comprehensive high schools within the CBD at all.

Mike Baird has failed to build enough new schools and has cut millions of dollars from the 
school infrastructure budget – now the Liberals have belatedly come to realise the inner city 
needs a new high school.

But Mike Baird won’t build it unless he sells off the state’s electricity assets, giving the people 
of Sydney no guarantee this vital project will ever begin.

Labor will build a new state-of-the-art inner city high school, without selling off the 
state’s electricity network.

The new school will accommodate up to 1,500 students.

Labor has listened to the local community and we understand this needs to be addressed 
without delay – that’s why a Labor Government will set aside $60 million to build a new inner 
city high school on the site of the Cleveland Street Intensive English High School.

We know there is no time to waste and we look forward to building the future of education 
right in the heart of Sydney.
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MIKE BAIRD WON’T BUILD IT UNLESS HE FORCES THE SELL-OFF OF OUR 
ELECTRICITY ASSETS

The Liberals and Nationals are threatening to pull out of their promise to build a new inner city 
high school if they can’t force the sell-off of our electricity network.

Mike Baird’s Minister for Education said it clearly when discussing the Government’s 
perspective on building the new school:

“…it may occur in 20 or 30 years’ time instead of happening in three or four years’ time 
[if we don’t sell the poles and wires].”         
         – Adrian Piccoli MP, 16/02/15

After more than three years of strong campaigning from the local community and countless 
hours of consultation and planning work, the Baird Government will only build the school if it 
can force the privatisation of our electricity network.

By contrast, Labor will build this school without selling the electricity network.

THE FIGURES TELL THE STORY

Government statistics indicate that by 2018 all inner city high schools will be at capacity, 
with a further 32 classrooms required to manage increasing student numbers. Longer term 
projections show that an additional 2,200 – 2,500 secondary school places will be needed by 
2026.

We know that a number of schools are already at or over capacity and catchment areas for 
new enrolments are shrinking to cope with the demand. For example, some children hoping 
to attend Newtown High School of the Performing Arts are unable to enrol – despite living in 
the same suburb.

The status quo cannot continue and Labor is determined to pursue better planning for the 
future of education in the inner city.
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THE TIME TO BUILD IT IS NOW

The jury is in – schools in the inner city will come under increasing pressure in the next decade 
and the current Liberal Government’s only solution is to give with one hand while taking away 
with the other.

Labor believes that educating our children in a suitable environment is essential. We 
congratulate inner Sydney parents for their efforts to see this school built and their 
contributions to the consultation to select the site.

Labor will also investigate whether the Cleveland Street Intensive English High School site’s 
existing infrastructure could be used to commence enrolling Years 7 to 9 in 2018 before 
phasing in the full complement of students by 2020.

POLICY SCOPE

Labor will reserve $60 million to build a state-of-the-art new inner city high school on the site 
of the Cleveland Street Intensive English High School in Sydney.

Upon election, work will begin immediately to finalise the arrangements, establish the school’s 
catchment area, and investigate whether the site’s existing infrastructure could be utilised to 
commence enrolling Years 7 to 9 in 2018 before phasing in the full complement of year groups 
by 2020.
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