
Labor’s Plan to Add 
IconIc northern new South waleS 

raInforeStS To World HeriTage lisT
 
a NsW labor government will immediately act to ensure that internationally significant 
rainforests on the NsW north coast are inscribed on the World Heritage list. 

a NsW labor government will work with the Queensland and Commonwealth governments 
to ensure our exceptional subtropical rainforests receive the recognition and protection they 
deserve. 

460,000 hectares of rainforests in NsW, spreading along the escarpment from the 
Queensland border to the Hunter, should be immediately nominated as additions to the 
Gondwana Rainforests of Australia World Heritage Area.

The current gondwana rainforests World Heritage area consists of numerous reserves in 
eight groups across northern NsW and southern Queensland, covering 370,000 hectares in 
total. 

The proposal for additions to the World Heritage area includes another 460,000 hectares in 
NsW, including icons such as Washpool National Park, dorrigo National Park, Chaelundi and 
the Barrington Tops National Park. 

The World Heritage list allows all countries to identify and protect places of outstanding 
universal value, whether they be cultural treasures such as the Taj Mahal and the Pyramids of 
giza, or natural treasures such as the grand Canyon and the great Barrier reef.

in NsW, labor can be proud of its rainforest heritage. in 1982 Neville Wran acted to protect 
core areas of rainforests in northern NsW. in 1986 and 1994 some of these areas were added 
to the World Heritage list as the gondwana rainforests of australia World Heritage area.   

Why are they internationally significant?

These rainforests are remnants of the flora and fauna of the ancient super-continent 
gondwana. rainforests once covered most of the australian continent and the gondwana 
rainforests contain the largest and most significant remaining areas of subtropical rainforest 
in the world. These rainforests provide a fascinating living link with the evolution of australia. 
Few places on earth contain so many plants and animals whose form today remains relatively 
unchanged from that of their ancestors in the fossil record. 
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The gondwana rainforests of australia are described by UNesCo as:
“…a serial property comprising the major remaining areas of rainforest in southeast 
Queensland and northeast New South Wales. It represents outstanding examples of 
major stages of the Earth’s evolutionary history, ongoing geological and biological 
processes, and exceptional biological diversity. A wide range of plant and animal 
lineages and communities with ancient origins in Gondwana, many of which are 
restricted largely or entirely to the Gondwana Rainforests, survive in this collection 
of reserves. The Gondwana Rainforests also provides the principal habitat for many 
threatened species of plants and animals.”

next steps 

The Carr labor government significantly expanded the area of rainforest National Parks. 
Prior to the 2003 NsW election labor promised to nominate these parks as additions to the 
gondwana rainforests World Heritage area. 

With the support of the rudd Federal government UNesCo took the first step in this process 
in 2010 by acknowledging these parks on its “Tentative list” for later consideration at the 
request of the relevant nation state. The proposal has languished there ever since.

an elected labor government will take a fresh approach, working with the Federal and 
Queensland governments to ensure australia takes the NsW areas within the listing to the 
World Heritage Committee and gives these rainforests the international recognition and 
protection they so richly deserve. 

labor will also conduct an assessment of the forested national parks in the southern ranges 
and south coast of NsW – many of which also include magnificent rainforests – to determine 
their worthiness for World Heritage nomination.

Furthermore, NsW labor will ask the office of environment and Heritage to assess the 
proposal made by World Heritage experts that we consider pursuing a eucalypt World 
Heritage listing for the vast and unique variety of eucalypts that run along the great 
escarpment and down to the sea, from the Queensland to the Victorian border.
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