
Labor’s Pledge 
to north coast hospitals 

The North Coast of NSW is experiencing a population boom. The Northern NSW 
Local Health District is one of the fastest growing, and ageing, rural Local Health 
Districts. It has the dual challenge of meeting the health needs of both older 
Australians and young families. 

less than a decade ago the population of Northern NsW was 280,651. By 2021 the population 
of Northern NsW is projected to increase to more than 331,000. almost all of the population 
growth is projected to be in the older age categories, especially in the coastal communities of 
tweed, Byron and Ballina local Government areas.  

a Foley labor Government’s pledge to the North Coast includes: 

THe TWeeD HoSpITAL 
a labor Government will set aside $211 million for the overdue redevelopment of the tweed 
hospital. 

this funding reservation recognises that the tweed hospital serves tweed, Byron and the 
southern Gold Coast in Queensland. it is the main public referral hospital for these residents. 

it’s one of the state’s busiest hospitals, experiencing consistently high attendances in its 
emergency department and long waiting lists. last year the tweed hospital Emergency 
Department had more than 46,000 attendances.

Demand for services will only continue to rise in line with population growth and ageing. the 
tweed is expected to grow by more than 2300 residents every year for the next 16 years. 

labor’s $211 million funding will deliver: 
         •    Upgrades to the emergency department;

• Enhancement of specialist units and ward expansions with up to 140 extra beds;

• Up to 22 extra beds in the renal dialysis ward;

• Expansions to clinical services, such as the intensive care unit, cancer clinic, operating 
theatres, special care nursery, stroke unit, medical imaging and pharmacy;

• Geriatric evaluation and maintenance beds.

this in stark contrast to the liberals and Nationals who have reluctantly promised $48 million 
to the hospital. 
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LISmore BASe HoSpITAL 
labor will finish the $90 million redevelopment of lismore Base hospital. the primary 
contribution will come from the Federal Government, but labor will continue with its state 
contribution of $20 million. 

The redevelopment includes a new multi-storey development on the corner of Uralba and 
Little Uralba Streets which will include a new and expanded emergency department, a 
new renal dialysis unit, a new ambulance drop-off and bay, an Emergency Medical Unit, an 
Emergency Care/Fast track Zone, expanded Medical imaging capacity and a new pathology 
Unit. 

last year the lismore Base hospital Emergency Department had more than 29,000 
emergency attendances. 

GrAfToN BASe HoSpITAL reDeveLopmeNT 
a labor Government will reserve $7 million for a new ambulatory Care Facility at Grafton 
Base hospital. Grafton hospital plays a vital role in delivering outpatient health care to the 
residents of Clarence Valley.

Currently, there is a range of outpatient clinics at the hospital, operating out of a variety 
of different facilities. a number of these are in antiquated facilities which do not support 
contemporary practice. the physiotherapy outpatient clinic is the busiest in the hospital.

a centralised ambulatory Care facility will house a renal dialysis unit, physiotherapy services, 
occupational therapy services, diabetes care, a fracture clinic, paediatrics and podiatry. the 
purpose-built ambulatory care facility will be approximately 1,500 square metres on the north- 
western section of the Grafton Base hospital campus. 

BALLINA DISTrICT HoSpITAL 
labor will respond to community concerns at Ballina District hospital and work to ensure 
that the Federal Government honours its promise to provide $4.5 million to deliver a brand 
new operating theatre and an expansion of its medical imaging department. in addition, NsW 
labor has listened to local medical staff and we will set aside an extra $2.3 million to properly 
complete the operating theatre. additionally, a labor Government will reserve $5 million to 
upgrade the emergency department.

Ballina has a rapidly ageing population which is placing pressure on the existing emergency 
department and operating theatre, which are housed in an ageing facility with poor 
function. there are a range of compliance and functionality issues in the current Emergency 
Department, such as an undersized waiting area. last year Ballina hospital had around 16,000 
emergency attendances. 

Medical staff report that the operating theatre is smaller than two parking spaces – 25 square 
metres – and needs to be doubled in size to meet the national standard. 
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oCeAN SHoreS AND evANS HeAD INTeGrATeD CAre CoLoCATIoN CeNTreS  
a labor Government will reserve funds for integrated care colocation centres at ocean 
shores and Evans head. the centres will cater to the residents of ocean shores and Evans 
head who currently have no local health service. 

primary and integrated health care offers a ‘one stop shop’ for more vulnerable community 
members to improve their health outcomes. a typical site includes core services such as oral 
health, physiotherapy, podiatry, early childhood and youth health services, nursing services, 
mental health services and aboriginal health services.

ocean shores and Evans head are both experiencing a population growth but it has minimal 
existing community health services for the local community. ocean shores residents have 
to travel to Byron shire community health facilities and Evans head residents travel to other 
Richmond community health facilities.  

TeNTerfIeLD reGIoNAL muLTIpurpoSe HeALTH fACILITy  
labor will reserve funds for a Regional Multipurpose health Facility in tenterfield, in the 
hunter New England local health District, to improve health services in the town which have 
declined in recent years. 

Multipurpose services integrate a range of health services. they improve health and aged care 
services through greater coordination and innovative, integrated and flexible services. 

ByroN CeNTrAL HoSpITAL  
labor will maintain the current allocation of $80 million for Byron Central hospital and 
keep it in public hands.  labor will keep day surgery at the new Byron Central hospital in 
public hands. We will ensure that day surgery – procedures like gynaecological, orthopaedic, 
colonoscopy and endoscopy will be operated by the Government. 

We will not follow the americanisation and privatisation of the health system in NsW and on 
the north coast by the liberal and National party.

labor puts patients before shareholders.

No eLeCTrICITy prIvATISATIoN 
Final decisions on project design and funding will be made on the basis of expert advice from 
medical and health professionals, with details finalised after a rigorous business case.

labor’s funding reservations for North Coast hospitals will be out of the $3 billion labor has 
unlocked for health and education infrastructure announced as part of labor’s plan a Better 
Way. 

labor’s infrastructure plan for schools and hospitals sets aside $1 billion more than the liberals 
– and this is without privatising the electricity network.

in total, labor’s a Better Way unlocks an additional $10.055 billion of infrastructure investment 
over the next 10 years. this is on top of the capital expenditure contained within the budget – 
valued at $15 billion a year.
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