
Labor’s Plan to 
redevelop NepeaN Hospital  

without selling electricity assets

A Foley Labor Government will set aside $351 million to redevelop Nepean 
Hospital.

this will deliver stage 4 of the hospital’s redevelopment – without privatising electricity. 

the redevelopment includes an enhanced comprehensive cancer centre with chemotherapy, 
radiation and oncology services; up to four new operating theatres; new comprehensive 
clinical centres with enhanced renal, respiratory, cardiology and neurology services; a 
new high Dependency unit; new enhanced birthing suites; and an enhanced emergency 
department with collocated medical imaging. 

an additional $4 million will be allocated for planning which will begin immediately. 

the liberal government has not committed to this redevelopment. 

BAckGrouNd: 

nepean hospital is located at the base of the Blue Mountains in Penrith. it is the principal 
referral hospital for the local health district and a teaching hospital of the university of sydney. 

it provides high-level inpatient and outpatient care. services include emergency, surgical, 
intensive care, coronary care, maternity, gynaecology, neonatal intensive care, diagnostics and 
outpatient. it was established on the present site in 1956. 

it is within the nepean Blue Mountains local health District (nBMlhD). 

the nepean Blue Mountains area is experiencing population growth and demographic 
change. the population is projected to increase by 28% by 2036 across the nBMlhD. this 
means there will be 100,000 more people living in the District by 2036 than there were in 2011. 

the population is ageing, but there is also projected growth in the younger age groups. 
Between 2011 and 2036, there will be a 134 per cent growth in the population aged over 70, 
compared to 104 per cent in nsw. at the same time, there will be a 20 per cent increase in 
the number of children aged 14 years and under. the Penrith local government area has the 
highest proportion of pre-school aged children at 7.6 per cent. 1 
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consequently the local health district is seeing a significant increase in health care demands. 
By 2022 it is projected by the local health District that there will be a 54 per cent increase in 
emergency department presentations at nepean hospital. 

last year there were nearly 65,000 presentations at the nepean hospital emergency 
Department. in the last quarter of 2014 (october – December), 44 per cent of patients waited 
more than four hours for treatment in the emergency department. the median waiting time 
for non-urgent surgery during that time was 291 days.

the local health District predicts increased activity in mental health care, cancer care, 
operating theatres and renal dialysis.   

the increased activity in cancer care will include chemotherapy and radiation oncology. the 
incidence of cancer is expected to increase by 30 per cent in the nBMlhD to 2021, to 2,179 
new cases per year.

there will also be a 15 per cent increase in births at the hospital. currently the hospital assists 
with 3700 births a year. 

the Nepean Blue Mountains Local Health District Asset Strategic Plan 2013-2023 states that 
enhancements to nepean hospital are a priority for the District. 

the local health District said while the nepean hospital stage 3 redevelopment Project 
enhanced capacity for selected services to meet the increased health needs of the area up 
until 2016, there are still gaps in service provision at nepean hospital. 

the stage 3 redevelopment delivered enhanced capacity at the hospital for selected 
services including intensive care, operating theatres, oral heath, ambulatory care, the Medical 
assessment unit and the centralised sterilising services department. 

nepean hospital will experience a considerable increase in demand and the redevelopment is 
necessary to enhance the capacity of the hospital to meet that demand. 

PoLicy ScoPe: 

Labor will set aside $351 million for the Stage 4 redevelopment of Nepean Hospital.  An 
additional $4 million will be provided to planning. 

the redevelopment will address the lack of emergency department capacity, the inability 
of the hospital to meet additional maternity and post natal care requirements, and the 
insufficient capacity in cardiology, renal, respiratory, neuroscience, aged and palliative care. 

nepean hospital stage 4 redevelopment includes: 

•	 new comprehensive clinical centres including renal (with enhanced incentre renal 
Dialysis), respiratory (with a new respiratory sleep lab), neurology including stroke, 
cardiology and aged care;
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•	 enhanced comprehensive cancer centre with inpatient, chemotherapy, radiation 
oncology services and a collocated palliative care/hospice;

•	 up to four new operating theatres;

•	 enhanced emergency Department with collocated Medical imaging;

•	 new and enhanced short stay units including: acute Medical (<65years), cardiology, 
Paediatrics, Medical assessment unit, emergency Medical unit, older People’s 
(oPera) unit;

•	 new high Dependency unit;

•	 new and enhanced Birthing suites, ante and Post natal care, women’s assessment 
unit;

•	 new ambulatory Medical Zone; 

•	 enhanced Mental health sub-acute inpatient care; 

•	 enhanced endoscopy / Procedures capacity; and

•	 enhanced sub-acute inpatient care – rehabilitation, aged care and enhanced allied 
health.

the scope of the redevelopment is drawn from the Nepean Blue Mountains Local Health 
District Asset Strategic Plan 2013 to 2023 which was developed in consultation with the 
executive, senior managers, clinicians and staff from across the nepean Blue Mountains local 
health District. 

Final decisions on the project design will be made following the $4 million planning process.  

labor’s funding reservations for nepean hospital will be out of the $1.7 billion labor has 
unlocked for health infrastructure announced as part of labor’s plan a Better way. 

in total, labor’s a Better way unlocks an additional $10.055 billion of infrastructure investment 
over the next 10 years. this is on top of the capital expenditure contained within the budget – 
valued at $15 billion a year.
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