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“We as women should sine light on our accomplishments
and not feel egotistical when we do. It’s a way to let the
world know that we as women can accomplish great things!”
Dolores Huerta
Welcome to our “Quinceañera” Annual Power of Women Reception and Scholarship
Presentations, one of the most memorable evenings that happen once a year.
LUPE Fund, is a 501c3 organization whose mission is to Educate, Empower, and
Engage Latinas to Promote Leadership and Civic Engagement. Our goals are to
promote an increase of Latinas in civic leadership locally and statewide and provide
educational programs, networking opportunities and mentorship to place more
Latinas in the leadership pipeline.
Tonight, it gives us great honor to present Dr. Gloria Bonilla with this year’s Power
of Women Award. A true pioneer in education who has established a track record
in coordinating large scale programs and private and public ventures that bring
together external and internal stakeholders from a range of organizations, including
government, business, non-profits and philanthropic sectors at the local, national
and international levels.
Every year we recognize a prominent, outstanding leader who has made a significant
impact in their community including Latinas. This year’s Amiga Award recipient is
Assemblywoman Britnee Timberlake. While a Freeholder, she authored an affirmative action law establishing a set- aside and joint venture to increase economic
opportunity for women owned, minority owned, and veteran owned businesses.
LUPE Fund was at the forefront.
To date, we have awarded over $50,000 in scholarships. The Young Latina Leadership
Scholarship financially assist those who have excelled in their academics and made
a significant contribution to their university or community while exhibiting exceptional leadership. This evening we are celebrating seven (7) young women who have
demonstrated those attributes. We appreciate our donors who contribute to the
scholarship fund and make this possible. This year we would like to give a heartfelt
thanks to Dr. Michael Gartner, Michelle Adubato and Comcast for your generous
support.
We are exceptionally proud of this past year and the great accomplishments of this
organization. There are many reasons for the strength of LUPE Fund but the most
important is the leadership and governing body, our Board of Directors. I am grateful
and blessed to work with a group of distinguished and remarkable leaders who
believe in the mission and are committed to doing the work.
Finally, I would like to extend a special thank you to Marelyn Rivera, Chair of the Power
of Women; Diana Calle and Maria Del Cid, Co-Chairs of the Scholarship Committee
for their leadership and hard work to ensuring this evenings success.
Sincerely,

Sara Peña

Sara
Peña
President,
Lupe Fund
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Grizel Ubarry
Michelle Adubato
Milly Silva
Debbie Wilson
David Matos
Arlene Quiones
Michellene Davis
Miriam Colon
Donna Stivale
Lillian Plata
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Senator Robert Menendez
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Sheila Oliver
Annette Quijano
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Zulima Farber
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Gloria Soto
Peggy Anastos
Martha Bahamon
Iveth Mosquera
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Margarita Muniz

2018 Young Latina Leadership
Scholarship Award Recipients
The Zulima V. Farber, Leadership Scholarship:
Pyetra Camargo
Essex County College
Major: Criminal Justice

The Dr. Michael Gartner Scholarship:
Evelyn Ortiz
Saint Peter’s University
Major: Biochemistry & Biotechnology

The Gilda Morales Scholarship:
Desiree Armas
Saint Peter’s University
Major: Computer Science

The Michele Adubato Scholarship:
Yanitza Mendez
Rowan University
Major: Education & Spanish

Young Latina Leadership Scholarship Award Recipients:
Gabriela Alzamora
Seton Hall University
Major: Biology
Gisella Gamboa
Union County College
Major: Economics
Neidelyn Pina
Rutgers University—Newark Campus
Major: Accounting & Finance

“For more than 15 years,
LUPE Fund has educated,
empowered and engaged
Latinas to promote leadership
and civic engagement.
Congratulations to
LUPE Fund, and to
tonight’s honorees:
Dr. Gloria Bonilla and
Assemblywoman
Britnee Timberlake.”

Senator

M. Teresa
Ruiz

- Senator M. Teresa Ruiz
Paid for by the Committee to Elect M. Teresa Ruiz

Thank you,
Dr. Bonilla & Assemblywoman Timberlake
for your support of Latina empowerment!

Senator Sandra B. Cunningham
31st Legislative District

Proudly Supports

LUPE Fund, Inc.
during their
Power of Women Reception
&
th
15 Anniversary Celebration
Special Congratulations to the Honorees!
Dr. Gloria Bonilla – Power of Woman Award
Assemblywoman Britnee Timberlake – Amiga Award

Senator Sandra B. Cunningham│1738 J.F. Kennedy Blvd., Jersey City, NJ 07305
(201) 451-5100 │sencunningham@njleg.org

Kean Congratulates
the LUPE Fund
on its 15th Anniversary.

1000 Morris Avenue • Union, NJ 07083 • 908-737-KEAN (5326) • www.kean.edu

“Power of Women Award”

Gloria Bonilla-Santiago, Ph.D.
Rutgers Board of Governors
Distinguished Service Professor
B.A., Glassboro State College
M.S.W., Rutgers University – New Brunswick
M.A., City University of New York
Ph.D., City University of New York
Gloria Bonilla-Santiago is Board of Governors Distinguished Service Professor, Graduate Department of Public Policy and Administration at Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey.
She also directs the Community Leadership Center and is the overseer and Board Chair of
the LEAP Academy University Charter School. Throughout her academic career, she has
established a track record in coordinating large scale programs and private and public ventures that bring together external and internal stakeholders from a range of organizations,
including government, business, non-profits and philanthropic sectors at the local, national
and international levels.
As a leading scholar, researcher, speaker, and international cross-cultural training consultant,
Dr. Santiago brings over 25 years of experience in program development, fundraising, strategic planning, and leadership training. She writes and speaks widely on the areas of community
development, public policy, education, migration, diversity management and, organizational
leadership. In 1993, she received the Warren I. Susman Award for Excellence in Teaching, the
highest recognition for teaching given to Rutgers’ faculty by the President of the University.
In 2008, she received the L’Oreal Paris Women Of Worth award, a national recognition that
honors 10 women for their exemplary and transcending service to communities.
Dr. Santiago’s record of service and the impact of her work on poor children / families, minorities, and community are exemplary by any standard. She is a passionate and enthusiastic
educator, who has focused her professional acumen on helping people to be able to become
self-reliant citizens through education and professional development. Her work on behalf of
children and families has resulted in the development of a model charter school in Camden
City that today serves 1,400 students in grades from infants to -16th and has become a
hub for serving the families of these children through a number of LEAP portfolio schools in
Camden City.. Dr. Santiago has built five LEAP schools in Cooper Street, from ELRA (Early
Research Academy to LEAP STEM- Science Technology and Engineering.. Her educational
model and pioneer work is breaking grounds in the field of education nationally and internationally. She has fundraised over fifty million dollars to finance her projects. She is known as
the “Patron saint of Cooper Street”.
Dr. Santiago’s work through the Rutgers –Community Leadership Center is broadening and
deepening the leadership base in New Jersey’s communities and beyond. She spearheads a
number of signature projects with local and national impact in areas of Education Innovation
and School transformation, conflict resolution, diversity management, organizational behavior, leadership development and community development.
As a faculty member, Dr. Santiago’s agenda in the areas of research, teaching and service
provide the impetus for her tireless efforts in developing programs and new approaches to
tackle fundamental social problems. She has been successful in translating her research and
empirical work into real policy strategies that have garnered a number of important contributions, such as charter school legislation in New Jersey; the enactment of important legislation
impacting on women and the education of urban children.
Dr. Santiago is the author of numerous articles and three books: The Miracle on Cooper Street:
Breaking Ground and Barriers: Hispanic Women Developing Effective Leadership and Organizing Puerto Rican Migrant Farmworkers: the Experience of Puerto Ricans in New Jersey. She
is also a blogger for US World News, Huffington post, and a commentator for ABC, NBC, and
CBS News on issues of Education.

“Amiga Award”

Assemblywoman Britnee N. Timberlake
Elected Official, Legislator,
Community
Advocate,
and
Humanitarian
The Biography
of Britnee
N. Timberlake

Elected Official, Legislator, Community Advocate, and Humanitarian
As of January 2018, Britnee N. Timberlake is the 34th District Assemblywoman
representing Clifton, East Orange, Orange, and Montclair. At the Assembly, she has
voted in favor of the common-sense gun legislation, equal pay for equal work for
women, and earned paid sick days. Assemblywoman Timberlake has participated as
various sponsors of bills and resolutions regarding foreclosure prevention, special
prosecutor mandates for public safety, student loan forgiveness, anti-sexual harassment,
business incubator funding, free/reduced school meal program expansion, and Medicaid
coverage of birthing doulas for pregnant women. Timberlake is a representative on the
following state committees: Education, Science, Innovation and Technology, and the
Joint Committee on Economic Justice and Equal Employment Opportunity.
From 2015-2017, as District Three Essex County Freeholder, Timberlake was the
legislative leader of one of the largest counties in the State of New Jersey with a budget
of over 700 million dollars. At the time she was the youngest Freeholder elected in the
State and the only current African-American female President of a Freeholder Board. While a Freeholder, to level the
financial playing field, Timberlake authored an affirmative action law establishing a set-aside and joint venture
program to increase economic opportunity for women-owned, minority-owned, and veteran-owned businesses.
Timberlake also drafted a law requiring banks the County holds taxpayer deposits with to come before the Board to
show proof of their efforts to reduce foreclosures, provide loans to entrepreneurs, assist low-to-moderate-income
communities, and maintain vacant homes they own. Timberlake spearheaded the Essex County Clean Jobs Initiative,
a law that is expected to create both job training and placement for Essex County’s unemployed and underemployed
residents in the highly specialized and lucrative trade of environmental lead, asbestos, and contamination remediation.
In response to the rising cost of living and stagnant wages, Timberlake was the first elected official in New Jersey
with the Freeholder Board and Working Families to unanimously pass a Resolution in “Support of NJ State Raising
the Minimum Wage to $15.00 an hour.” Although the State has not taken action, the County of Essex now pays all
nonseasonal employees a $15.00 minimum wage. Furthermore, in a time where public safety has been a national
focus, Timberlake successfully advocated for the Sheriff's Department to obtain body cameras for officers.
Timberlake believes in embracing all people from around the world. She established a Citizen Immigration Services
Committee to warmly welcome people of all nationalities to Essex. She partnered with Congressman Donald Payne,
Jr., to raise local support for him as he boldly leads the charge on the federal level to speak out against the horrific
acts of Boko Haram (a Nigerian terrorist group). Timberlake hosted parliamentary committee members of Ghana,
West Africa, and forged deeper relationships to better bridge dialogue with Ghana when she honored their invitation
to visit Ghana’s Parliament in 2016. Timberlake frequents the United Nations for cultural celebrations and conferences
and has given talks there about poverty, women's rights, and youth empowerment solutions. Outside of government,
in 2007, she traveled as a church leader with Calvary Baptist Church of East Orange to do missionary work in Jamaica.
Prior and in addition to being elected, Timberlake is the founding Executive Director of the Essex Community Land
Trust, a non-profit affordable housing organization that strengthens communities by providing permanently affordable
housing and financial empowerment opportunities for working families and individuals throughout Essex County.
Timberlake has a Bachelors degree in Political Science a minor in Religious Studies and a Master’s in Public
Administration all from Seton Hall University. She served as an AmeriCorps Member in Union County, was the
housing chair of her local NAACP, and is a graduate of EmergeNJ. Timberlake is the recipient of many awards
including; “Community Leadership Award” from HANDS; “Community Development Champion Award” from the
Housing and Community Development Network of NJ; “Donald Payne, Sr. Award” from the Montclair NAACP;
“Breaking Glass Ceilings Award” from New Leaders Council; and the “Power of Dreams Award” from Danny Glover.
Timberlake is the proud daughter of Philip Timberlake and Cathy Walsh Timberlake. Her father served as a Sergeant
in the U.S. Army's 82nd Airborne while her mother was an educator of the mentally and physically challenged. It is
through their example of service that she has dedicated her education and professional career to helping people. She
resides in East Orange and is the mother of one. Timberlake gives all glory to God for her life and stands on the word
from Philippians 4:11-13.

Congratulations to the LUPE FUND
on celebrating15 Years of
Empowering, Educating and
Engaging latinas!

North Jersey Federal Credit Union
North Jersey FCU congratulates the
Lupe Fund, INC. for 15 years of supporting
and empowering Latina women in New Jersey.
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The Center for American Women and Politics (CAWP)
congratulates
LUPE Fund, Inc. and tonight’s honorees
for their work to advance Latinas in public leadership.
We are proud to partner with the LUPE Fund, Inc. on
Elección Latina, a project to empower Latinas in the
political arena and increase their numbers in elected
and appointed offices at all levels.

The next Elección Latina/Ready to Run® will be in
March 2019.
For more details or to sign up for alerts:
www.cawp.rutgers.edu/ReadytoRun

CONGRATULATIONS
LUPE
On your
2018 Crystal Power of Women Reception
Sara Pene, President
&
Assemblywoman Britnee Timberlake & Dr. Gloria Bonilla Award Recipients

"Nurses Improving Lives...One Patient at a Time for over 20 years”
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Memories

LUPE’s Mission
To Educate, Empower, and Engage Latinas to Promote Leadership
and Civic Engagement
Our goals are to serve as an advocate in the development of public policy that affects the Latino community; to promote an increase of Latina
leadership locally and statewide; and to collaborate with other women's organizations on issues of common interests in order to advance
the agenda of the Latino community.
LUPE’s History
LUPE Fund, Inc. was formally organized in 2003 by a group of Latinas
who averaged more than 20 years of experience in law, education,
human services, business and public policy. They wanted to invest their
wealth of experience to advance Latinas as leaders in New Jersey.
Some had previously worked in various political and educational
efforts. They knew they had common goals and trusted that their combined talents and commitment could be a catalyst for moving Latinas
forward in the civic arena of New Jersey. LUPE Fund, is a 501c3 nonprofit organization incorporated in 2006.

Special thanks to our LUPE Members and friends for joining us. We are truly
grateful for the generosity of those who have supported us.

Stay connected with us:
www.lupenj.org
https://www.facebook.com/lupefundinc
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Proud Supporters of Latina Leadership.
Denise Padilla Laskody, Principal at USA Architects, Planners + Interior Designers
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Drive results.
Lead with instinct.
Solve problems with passion.
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And bring your sense of humor.
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