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Primary Election in Maryland June 2, 2020 

What You Need to Know to Vote! 

On April 10, 2020, Governor Hogan approved an emergency plan for the June 2, 2020 Maryland primary 
on the recommendation of the State Board of Elections.  The plan sets out procedures for the mailing of 
ballots as well as the operation of a limited number of facilities for in-person voting on June 2.  

Campaigning will be severely restricted by the need for social distancing – Information on candidates 
for offices in every county in Maryland is being provided by the League of Women Voters  

at www.lwvmd.org/2020_voters_guides, VOTE411.org and local League websites.  

LWVMD will also continue to post updates to election processes online at 
www.lwvmd.org/covid_19_and_the_upcoming_elections 

 
KEY CHANGES TO NOTE 

VOTING WILL BE DONE PRIMARILY BY MAIL 

LIMITED IN-PERSON SITES WILL BE AVAILABLE ON ELECTION DAY 

NO IN-PERSON EARLY VOTING 

VOTER REGISTRATION EXTENDED TO MAY 27 (ONLINE & BY MAIL) 

IN-PERSON VOTER REGISTRATION WILL BE AVAILABLE ON ELECTION DAY ONLY 

 

Voting by Mail – How It Will Work 

Most voters will cast their ballots by mail for the presidential primary scheduled for June 2, 2020.  
Ballots will be mailed to voters on the active voter registration list, and a prepaid postage envelope for 
returning the ballot will be included in the packet mailed to each voter.  
 

How to Complete & Return Your Mail-In Ballot 

Ballots will be mailed with instructions for marking and returning them to the Board of Elections. Follow 
the instructions carefully – you must sign an oath that accompanies the ballot. Failure to complete the 
return envelope correctly may result in your ballot not being counted.   

Ballots must be postmarked no later than 8:00 pm June 2 in order to be counted, but voters are 
encouraged to return them earlier if possible.  The Board of Elections website includes a form where you 
can check to see if your ballot was received.  

In addition to returning ballots by mail, voters may also choose to return their ballots using secure drop 
boxes. These drop boxes may be located at sites used for Early Voting in previous elections. (Note: Drop 
boxes will NOT be located at the local Board of Elections offices.) Each county will have between one 
and four of these drop boxes. Website and contact information for each county’s local Board of 
Elections is available on the State Board of Elections website. 

Protect your ballot -- Do not give your ballot to anyone who offers to collect ballots.  Put it directly in 

the U.S. Mail or a Board of Elections drop box. 

http://www.lwvmd.org/
https://elections.maryland.gov/elections/2020/Comprehensive_June_2_Plan.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0joNPYgs4TrF3W9u8TAhNQqL-9M-jKomzz_7IuS_cs5GnT8VOjk3NbNhs
https://www.lwvmd.org/2020_voters_guides
https://www.vote411.org/
https://www.lwvmd.org/covid_19_and_the_upcoming_elections
https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/VoterSearch
https://elections.maryland.gov/about/county_boards.html
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Voting by Mail & Party Affiliation 

Voters will receive a Republican or Democratic ballot if they are affiliated with one of those parties (click 
to learn more about Maryland’s closed primary system). If there are nonpartisan races on the ballot 
(such as Board of Education or municipal offices), voters not affiliated with the Republican or 
Democratic parties will receive a nonpartisan ballot.  

To check what will be on your ballot enter your address in LWVMD’s Voters’ Guide 

Tool here: https://www.lwvmd.org/2020_voters_guides 

 
Limited In-Person Voting 

Voters who need to use a ballot marking device, those registering to vote for the first time, and those 
who did not receive their ballot but believe they are registered, will be able to vote in person on Election 
Day, June 2, from 7 am to 8 pm at voting centers that will be set up in each county. There will be at least 
one voting center in each county, but no more than four. These may be locations that were used for 
Early Voting in previous elections. Website and contact information for each county’s local Board of 
Elections is available on the State Board of Elections website.   

Because of the risk of transmitting the Covid-19 virus wherever large numbers of people are gathered, 
voters are strongly encouraged to vote by mail if at all possible and to use in-person voting only if it is 
not possible to vote by mail. 
 

How Will These Changes Affect You? 

 
Different groups of voters will be affected differently by these changes. Visit the topics below for 
information relating to specific groups of voters. 
 

Have You Moved Recently or Missed an Election? Learn How You Can Ensure You Receive a Ballot 

Ballots will be mailed only to active voters, using the address on file with the Board of Elections. If a 
mailing from the Board of Elections was returned because you had moved or were temporarily at 
another address and you have missed voting in the past 4 years, you may have been placed on the 
inactive voter list. You will not be sent a ballot unless you notify the Board of Elections of your current 
address. You must make any changes to your registration by the close of registration on May 27. 
 

1. You can verify your voter registration on the State Board of Elections website.   
2. Use the same website to update your address if it is not correct. 
3. If you are temporarily staying at another location and would like your ballot sent there, you 

should request an absentee ballot – you can do this on the State Board of Elections website.  
4. If you do not receive your ballot when other voters do, you should apply for an absentee ballot 

on the State Board of Elections website. 
 

What College Students Need to Know to Vote 

If you registered to vote where you attended college and have since returned home, you may use the 
State Board of Elections website to: 

http://www.lwvmd.org/
https://elections.maryland.gov/voting/primary.html
https://elections.maryland.gov/voting/primary.html
https://www.lwvmd.org/2020_voters_guides
https://elections.maryland.gov/about/county_boards.html
https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/VoterSearch
https://elections.maryland.gov/voting/absentee.html
https://elections.maryland.gov/voting/absentee.html
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1. Update your voting address to your home OR  
2. Request an absentee ballot.    

 
Any changes to your information must be made by the close of registration on May 27. 
 
If you had already applied for an absentee ballot to be mailed to your college address, contact your local 
Board of Elections to ask how to cancel your absentee ballot application. If you are unable to change 
your absentee ballot delivery, you may be able to vote a provisional ballot on June 2 at a voting center in 
the county where you are registered. 
 
If you do not make these changes, your ballot will be mailed to your college address and may not be 
forwarded – you risk losing your right to vote. 
 

Voters with Disabilities 

Each voting center will have ballot marking devices for use by any voter who would have difficulty 
reading and marking a paper ballot. Maryland also offers the option of internet delivery of a ballot, with 
an online ballot marking tool that is compatible with adaptive technology to enable those with 
disabilities to access the internet. To request internet delivery of your ballot, apply for an absentee 
ballot on the State Board of Elections website, but you will need access to a printer and postage to use 
this option as the ballot cannot be returned via the internet.  
 

How Advocates Can Help Voters in Jail or Prison 

While a person convicted of a felony cannot vote while they are in prison (but are eligible to vote upon 
release), persons in jail or prison for a misdemeanor or who are waiting for their trial can still register 
and vote.  
 
We recommend that the voter use their permanent address as their voting address, and then request an 
absentee ballot to be sent to the correctional facility. If they do not request the absentee ballot, the 
vote-by-mail ballot for this election will be sent to their permanent address and need to be brought to 
the voter at the correctional facility. Visitation at correctional facilities may be limited due to the 
coronavirus, however. So, advocates will need to work with correctional supervisors to provide an 
inmate with a voter registration application when needed and an application for an absentee ballot from 
the State Board of Elections website. 
 

http://www.lwvmd.org/
https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/OnlineVoterRegistration/InstructionsStep1
https://elections.maryland.gov/voting/absentee.html
https://elections.maryland.gov/voting/absentee.html
https://elections.maryland.gov/voting/absentee.html
https://elections.maryland.gov/voting/documents/Absentee_Ballot_Application_English.pdf
https://elections.maryland.gov/voting/documents/Absentee_Ballot_Application_English.pdf
https://elections.maryland.gov/voter_registration/documents/English_Internet_VRA.pdf
https://elections.maryland.gov/voting/documents/Absentee_Ballot_Application_English.pdf

