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Articles (in reverse chronological order) 

Maryland courts begin using artificial intelligence in bail decisions. Angela Roberts and Nora 
Eckert, Capital News Service, Maryland Reporter, January 3, 2019 
https://marylandreporter.com/2019/01/03/maryland-courts-begin-using-artificial-intelligence-in-
bail-decisions/ 
 
Bail reform hasn’t led to fewer held in jail, court records show. Alicia Cherem and Carly Taylor, 
Capital News Service, Maryland Reporter, January 1, 2019 
https://marylandreporter.com/2019/01/01/bail-reform-hasnt-led-to-fewer-held-in-jail-court-
records-show/ 
 
Reforms intended to end excessive cash bail in Md. are keeping more in jail longer, report says.  
Lynh Bui, Washington Post, July 2, 2018. 
https://wapo.st/2z6vEGQ?tid=ss_mail&utm_term=.e9a307963d1d 

Maryland tops states in decline of prison population, report shows. Michael Dresser, Baltimore 
Sun, May 18, 2018 
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/politics/bs-md-prison-population-20180518-
story.html 

When Bail Feels Less Like Freedom, More Like Extortion. Jessica Silver-Greenberg and Shaila 
Dewan, New York Times, March 31, 2018. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/31/us/bail-bonds-extortion.html 

Our Bail System Isn’t Working.  Joseph Darius Jaafari, Nation Swell, March 16, 2018 
https://nationswell.com/criminal-justice-bail-reform/ 

Baltimore County pilot program aims to reduce number of people in jail before trial. Alison 
Knezevich, Washington Post, December 27, 2017. 
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/baltimore-county/bs-md-co-pretrial-pilot-
20171222-story.html 

The Problem of Cash Bail.  David Walsh Little, Baltimore Sun, Nov 16, 2017.  
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/oped/bs-ed-eliminate-bail-20160511-story.html 

Waiting in a line to check in to a place you don’t want to be. Dan Morse and Lynh Bui, 
Washington Post, November 5, 2017. Role of commissioners who evaluate financial status of 
prisoners  http://wapo.st/2zyfR38?tid 

I Set a Defendant Free and Got Blamed When He Raped Someone.  Ronald Kessler, The 
Marshall Project, August 31, 2017. https://www.themarshallproject.org/2017/08/31/i-set-a-
defendant-free-and-got-blamed-when-he-raped-someone 

Cash Bail’s Lonely Defender. Editorial Board, New York Times, August 25, 2017.  
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/25/opinion/cash-bails-lonely-defender.html 
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St. Mary’s pretrial supervision program earns praise as it cuts incarceration. Michael Dresser, 
Baltimore Sun, May 27, 2017. http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/bs-md-pretrial-
supervision-20170527-story.html 
 
Who Really Makes Money Off of Bail Bonds, Gillian B. White, The Atlantic Magazine, May 12, 
2017 https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2017/05/bail-bonds/526542 

Bail Reform and the Cost of Pretrial Detention.  Karl Bickel, Frederick News Post, February 22, 
2017 https://www.fredericknewspost.com/opinion/columns/bail-reform-and-the-cost-of-pretrial-
detention/article_d2926a27-04dd-52c1-994b-b3ef8fe8c500.html 

Maryland Court of Appeals:  Defendants can’t be held in jail because they can’t afford bail. 
Michael Dresser, Baltimore Sun, February 8, 2017 
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/bs-md-bail-rule-20170207-story.html 

Maryland’s highest court hears arguments from Holder, opponents on bail reform.   
Justin Fenton, Baltimore Sun, January 6, 2017. 
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/crime/bs-md-bail-reform-court-of-appeals-
20170105-story.html 

New Mexico Votes To Reform Bail System That Jails People Just Because They’re Poor. Nick 
Wing, Huffington Post, updated January 4, 2017. https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/new-
mexico-amendment-1_us_5817a3cfe4b0990edc32ed05 

Federal Lawsuit to End Money Bail Presses On. Tamara Aparton, San Francisco Public 
Defender, October 18, 2016.  Class action suit in San Francisco in the US District Court.             
http://sfpublicdefender.org/news/2016/10/federal-lawsuit-to-end-money-bail-presses-forward/ 
 
Other Online References 

FY2019 Pretrial Services Program Grant, Maryland Governor’s Office of Crime Control and 
Prevention, June 2018. 
http://goccp.maryland.gov/wp-content/uploads/PSPG-Pretrial-FY2019.pdf 

Revised Fiscal Note for HB447 establishing Pretrial Services Program Grant Fund, Maryland 
Department of Legislative Services, April 3, 2018. 
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2018RS/fnotes/bil_0007/hb0447.pdf 

Bail Reviewed:  Report of the Court Observation Project, Maryland Office of the Public 
Defender, March 2018.  
http://www.opd.state.md.us/Portals/0/Downloads/articles/Bail%20Reviewed.pdf 

Advancing Bail Reform in Maryland: Progress and Possibilities, report prepared for the 
Baltimore City and Prince George’s County branches of the NAACP by Princeton University 
School of Public & International Affairs Master’s degree candidates, under the supervision of 
Professor Ben Jealous, updated February 27, 2018. 
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http://wws.princeton.edu/sites/default/files/content/Advancing_Bail_Reform_In_Maryland_2018
-Feb27_Digital.pdf 

Issue Papers for 2018 Legislative Session.  Bail Reform.  Pp 189-191. Comparative statistics on 
Pretrial Dispositions, counties with pretrial services, national developments. 
http://dls.maryland.gov/pubs/prod/RecurRpt/Issue-Papers-2018-Legislative-Session.pdf 

Issue Papers for 2017 Legislative Session.  Bail Reform.  Pp 219-222  A little out of date but a 
good overview from the state’s perspective.   
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/Pubs/legislegal/2017rs-Issue-Papers.pdf 

Press Release and text of revised Rule 4-216.1, Maryland Court of Appeals, February 2017. 
https://mdcourts.gov/media/news/2017/pr20170207a 

Maryland Attorney General, Bail Reform website including Bail System Reform FAQ, Brian 
Frosh Press Release and Letter to Standing Committee on Rules of Practice and Procedure, 
October 25, 2016.  http://www.marylandattorneygeneral.gov/Pages/bailreform.aspx 

Brantley, Sandra. Counsel to the General Assembly response to legislator’s questions re 
Maryland’s system of pretrial detention.  Constitutional issues re pretrial detention. Maryland 
Rules that apply to the pretrial process. October 11, 2016.   
http://webivadownton.s3.amazonaws.com/521/69/3/1242/Barron_Dumais_Hettleman_Korman_
Lierman_10_11_16.pdf 

The High Cost of Bail: How Maryland’s Reliance on Money Bail Jails the Poor and Costs the 
Community Millions. Report by Maryland Office of the Public Defender, November 2016 
http://www.opd.state.md.us/Portals/0/Downloads/High%20Cost%20of%20Bail.pdf 

Finishing the Job: Modernizing Maryland’s Bail System. John Clark, Pretrial Justice Institute, 
June 2016.  https://www.abell.org/sites/default/files/files/cja-pretrial616(1).pdf 
 
MD Chapter 515 Justice Reinvestment Act, 2016 
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2016RS/chapters_noln/Ch_515_sb1005E.pdf 

Commission to Reform Maryland’s Pretrial System, Final Report, December 19, 2014. 
http://www.goccp.maryland.gov/pretrial/documents/2014-pretrial-commission-final-report.pdf 

Bail Bonds System, Maryland Department of Legislative Services, 2012. 
http://dls.maryland.gov/pubs/prod/CourtCrimCivil/Bail-Bonds-System.pdf 

Bail Reform, The Marshall Project.  A compendium of materials pertaining to bail reform.   
https://www.themarshallproject.org/records/1439-bail-reform 

US Bail Reform News website. Bail Reform Across the U.S.: Exposing the Dangers of Taxpayer 
Funded Pretrial Release.  http://usbailreform.com/pretrial-release 
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Maryland State Bail website, Frequently Asked Questions 
http://www.marylandstatebail.com/bail-faqs/ 

Professional Bail Agents of the United States website, Facts Regarding Surety Bail.  
http://www.pbus.com/ 

Training for Bail Bondsman Jobs in Maryland. 
https://www.bountyhunteredu.org/maryland/maryland-bondsman/ 

Bail bondsman, Wikipedia. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bail_bondsman 

Maryland State Courts and their functions.  https://mdcourts.gov/courts/about 

Who Does What in the District Courts?  Maryland Courts website.  
https://www.courts.state.md.us/district/selfhelp/whodoeswhat 

Pretrial Services, Anne Arundel County. 
http://www.aacounty.org/services-and-programs/pretrial-services 

Pre-Trial Supervision Unit, Montgomery County Department of Correction and Rehabilitation.  
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/COR/PTS/Supervision_Unit.html 

Office of Problem Solving Courts, Administrative Office of the Maryland Courts. 
https://mdcourts.gov/opsc 

Maryland Alliance for Justice Reform website, nonprofit advocacy group reporting on current 
pretrial justice issues and initiatives. http://www.ma4jr.org/pretrial-justice/ 

Laura and John Arnold Foundation, Pretrial Justice Initiative, Risk Assessment Research. 
https://www.arnoldfoundation.org/initiative/criminal-justice/pretrial-justice/ 

https://www.arnoldfoundation.org/public-safety-assessment-risk-tool-promotes-safety-equity-
justice/ 

League of Women Voters of Maryland, Study and Action 2016-2017: A Leader’s Guide to 
LWVMD Program Positions. Administration of Justice, Sentencing and Corrections, pp 6-10 
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/lwvmaryland/pages/71/attachments/original/1495419468
/LWVMD_Positions.pdf?1495419468 

League of Women Voters of Maryland, Reports from State Circle 2016-2019 
https://www.lwvmd.org/report_from_st_circle 

Other Resources (Google drive) 

Impact of Changes to PTR Criminal Tables, July 2016-July 2018, Maryland Administrative 
Office of the Courts. Statistical evaluation of impact of Rule 4-216.1. 
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Delegate Barron email to Edith Perry regarding increased pretrial detention, July 4, 2018. 

Toni Holness, ACLU Public Policy Director, letter to Maryland House Judiciary Committee 
regarding pretrial reform, January 16, 2018. 

White, Emily, Assistant State’s Attorney, Office of the State’s Attorney for Montgomery 
County. Maryland.  Responses to questionnaire re bail reform, January 25, 2018. 

Letter to Court of Appeals regarding Proposed Amendment to the Rules of Practice and 
Procedure, Maryland Chiefs of Police Association and Maryland Sheriffs’ Association, 
December 19, 2016. 

Guidance for Setting Release Conditions, National Conference of State Legislatures 2015 

 


