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In the late 2000s, the League of Women Voters of the United States was involved as a "friend of the
court™ in two pivotal U.S. Supreme Court cases: Caperton v. Massey and Citizens United v. FEC. In
the latter case, the League argued that corporate spending in elections should not be equated with
the First Amendment rights of individual citizens.

While we lost that case at the federal level, Delegate Moon’s bill intends to uphold that same
principle: that it is the voice of individual citizens, not businesses, that should be expressed in the
election of candidates. It is in the spirit of our belief that democracy is strongest when the values
and beliefs of citizens are the driving force in elections rather than corporate or business interests
that we urge a favorable report on HB 297.
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