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The League of Women Voters of the United States believes that democratic
government depends upon informed and active participation in government and
requires that governmental bodies protect the citizen’s right to know by giving adequate
notice of proposed actions, holding open meetings and making public records
accessible.

Since the Open Meetings Act was passed in 1992, public bodies have been required to
maintain written minutes of each meeting for at least one year. This legislation would
allow public bodies with the technology for live and archived video streaming their public
meetings to dispense with written minutes under certain circumstances. That is,video
streaming must be available, either closed captioning must be available in the video
streaming or a written transcript of the meeting must be available, and there must be an
electronic index so that a viewer is able to go directly to the portion of the meeting of
interest to him.

With the protections provided, we believe this legislation recognizes evolving technology
and should be allowed.
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