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The League of Women Voters believes that the methods of financing political campaigns
should ensure the public's right to know and combat corruption and undue influence.

The purpose of this bill is to make sure that political contributions do not play a role in
judicial decisions or actions. If this bill passed, anyone who made a contribution to a
candidate for judge (or a campaign fund that is supporting a candidate for judge) would be
prohibited from appearing before that judge as an attorney or be a formal part of any case
or appeal that is before that judge for the next five years after the judge was elected.

Whether a political contribution to a judicial candidate actually results in corruption or
undue influence, is very difficult to discern. This legislation takes the question of whether a
contribution impacts judicial decision completely off the table, thus protecting the integrity
of the judicial system. Therefore, we urge a favorable report on HB 1164.

111 Cathedral Street, Suite 201, Annapolis MD, 21401
410-269-0232 * info@lwvmd.org * www.lwvmd.org



