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CO-PRESIDENT LETTER 
 
Very few people get summer off – not even children anymore! – and 
neither did we. An election year is exciting for a voter-services 
organization, and this midterm election is certainly no exception. 
 
The Board had their annual retreat on Saturday July29, generously 
hosted by Betsy Grater at her home. We finalized the 2018-2019 
Calendar (in your Handbook, which you should have already received in 
PDF form on August 3), and did brainstorming to identify resources by 
Director and for fundraising. One ‘lesson learned’ was that the 
Directorships are not separate turfs, but overlap.  A lot! 
 
Our services in an election year include three major projects: the 
Candidates Forums, the Voters Guide, and Poll Evaluation. (Happily, our 
local-to-national resource, VOTE411.org, is set to go.)  However, even 
with strong, experienced leadership in place for all three local projects, 
we still need some specific help.  We are looking for three volunteers 
to shadow and document each process.  This is a short-term 
commitment from September to November. If you are interested in 
learning how the League works, please email Hufnagel@comcast.net. 
 
We attended the LWVNCA (National Capital Area) workshop on August 
11, and learned that LWVUS has a new website, new database, new 
executive director, and a new organization to facilitate the League’s 
Transformation Journey. (https://www.owv.org/league-
management/policies-guidelines/transformation-roadmap) They plan 
to aggressively go after big money to replace the Per Member Payment 
(PMP) flowing up from the locals, but need data about what the League 
accomplishes to be successful. There are new tools to track e.g., voter 
registration, so please be diligent about filling out activity forms, 
something new for us. 
 
Board meetings begin again the first Thursday of the month, 
September 6.  I mention this because now is the time to bring 
proposals for events/films/expeditions/fundraisers to the Board for this 
year. Have a conversation with someone on the Board to present your 
proposal or ask us for time on the Agenda.  
 
Betsy Grater & Beth Hufnagel  
Co-Presidents 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

September 7 
Board Meeting, 7:30 pm 

Oakland Manor 
 

September 17 
LWVMD Constitution Day Program, 
12:00-2:00, University of Maryland 

Carey School of Law 
 

September 19 
Unit Meeting, 10:00 am 

Vantage House 
 

September 20 
LWVHC Candidate Forum 1, 5:30-10:00 

pm, Smith Theater, HCC 
 

Unit Meeting, 7:00 pm, Oakland 
Manor 

 
September 22 

The Power of the Women’s Vote 
11:00 am – 1:30 pm, Oakland Mills 

Interfaith Center 
 

September 26 
LWVHC Candidate Forum 2, 6:00 – 
10:00 pm, Banneker Room, George 

Howard Building 
 

September 27 
LWVHC Candidate Forum 3, 6:00 – 
10:00 pm, Banneker Room, George 

Howard Building 
 

October 22 
Tino’s Fundraiser, 11:00 am – 10:00 
pm, Tino’s Italian Bistro, Columbia 

 
The League of Women Voters is where 

hands-on work to safeguard 
democracy leads to civic 

improvement. 



 
 
 
 
  

2018 POLL EVALUATION COMMITTEE: STATUS REPORT & 
CALL FOR VOLUNTEER  
 
Leaguers: 
 
A huge thank-you to the nearly 40 stalwart volunteers who gave of 
their time and talent by completing  122 Poll Evaluations for the 
recent 2018 Primary. As a team, we covered all four (4) early poll 
locations on each of the eight (8) days of early voting and managed to 
cover each of the 90 individual poll locations around the county on 
Primary Election Day.  This review of the public voting process is 
required by law, and the League’s performance of this essential public 
service brought in $3,660  from the Board of Elections to fund our 
community initiatives and service programs. Kudos to all! 
 
However, we now have only two (2) months to go until the General 
Election on November 6, and the Early Voting window between 
October 25-November 1, 2018.  While many of the Primary 
participants have already volunteered to take-on Poll Evaluation 
assignments for the General Election, we are still in need of 
volunteers to cover both Early Voting and Election Day. 
 
For those of you who have yet to do this, it is a very rewarding job in 
safeguarding the electoral process.  In addition, we have to 
opportunity to spread out across the county and demonstrate the 
League’s value in service to the voters and the community. 
Requirements are few – transportation, about 3 hours of your time 
on an Election Day, about 1 hour for training (on any revised forms 
and processes) and the desire to assist the League and Howard 
County.  
 
Training dates will be arranged for October at Historic Oakland to 
review the process and explain any 2018 form changes. If you can 
help, please include in your response to me your full name, phone 
number, email address, home election district, and nearest school.  
 
Thank you very much. 
 
Ellen Flynn Giles  
ellenflynngiles@gmail.com 
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ABOUT US 
 

Officers 
Co-President: Betsy Grater 
Co-President: Beth Hufnagel 
Vice President: Thea Jones 
Secretary: Michele Rice Trotter 
Treasurer: Barbara Russell 
 
Directors 
Action: Linda Wengel 
Communications/Voter Editor: 
Krista Threefoot 
Education: Patricia Gordon 
Environment: Betsy Singer 
Membership: Roxanne Hughes-
Wheatland & Cheryle Wharton 
Roster Manager: Shari Glenn 
Voter Services/Webmaster: Alice 
Giles 
 
Off Board 
Susan R. Buswell: Great 
Decisions/Gift Card Fundraiser 
Janis Cripe: Great Decisions 
Andrea Gruhl: LWVNCA Liaison 
 
Nominating Committee 
Nancy Berla 
Sue Buswell 
Joan Lancos 
 
Contact Us 
 
Howard County LWV 
5430 Vantage Point Rd. Suite C, 
Columbia, MD 21044 
410-730-0142 
info@howard.lwvmd.org 



 

PROGRAM UPDATES 
 
Program and Unit Meetings 
Much of the work of the LWVHC is based upon positions which are made through study, discussion and 
consensus taken by league members at Unit Meetings. Unit meetings are held throughout the year and issues 
addressed focus on local, state, and national priorities. Howard County League members are encouraged to 
follow the issues identified at all three levels.   
This year, Unit Meetings will be held at Oakland Manor and Vantage House. We are pleased to be able to return 
to Vantage House where several years of renovation have been completed.  Meetings will be held at 10:00 a.m. 
at Vantage House on Wednesdays and at 7:00 p.m. at Oakland Manor on Thursdays. A complete schedule of 
meetings can be found on the League of Women Voters of Howard County 2018-2019 Calendar of Meetings & 
Events in the 2018-2019 Handbook.  
 
September Unit Meetings 
Wednesday, September 19, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. at Vantage House 
Thursday, September 20, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. at Oakland Manor 
 
Legislative Priorities 
At our September meeting, we have been asked to advise the League of Women Voters of Maryland on which 
legislative priorities they should support during the 2019 General Assembly session.  
The statewide legislative priorities for 2018 were organized under the following issues:  

1. Making Democracy Work 
Redistricting Reform 
Improved Voter Access & Security of Election Process 

2. Protecting the Environment 
Mitigating Climate Change 
Increasing the Use of Clean Renewable Energy 
Ensuring Safe Water & Clean Waterways for All 

3. Promoting Social and Economic Justice 
Maintaining the Safety Net for Vulnerable Populations 
Providing Adequate & Equitable Pre-K-12 Education 
Providing Adequate Public Transportation 
Reforming Corrections & Sentencing 

 
We will examine these priorities and also consider others such as women’s rights, privacy and technology, and 
school facilities as we decide on the priorities we wish the state league to focus on in 2019. Our consensus and 
suggestions on these priorities is important. Please come to the September Unit Meeting ready to share your 
ideas.  
 
Our state-wide priorities are due to the LWVMD by Tuesday, September 25, 2018.   
A follow-up and update on those priorities will be the topic of the LWVMD’s Legislative Day in early March.  
 
Also, at our September meeting, we will discuss possible program topics for unit and general meetings for our 
2018-19 year.  

 

SEPTEMBER  2018 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                                                              
  
  
                  
 
 

andreagruhl@aol.com 
 

PROGRAM UPDATES, CONTINUED 
 
Looking Ahead 
October: Unit Meetings on October 17 and 18, 2018. General Election Ballot Questions on constitutional 
amendments and LWV United States Legislative Priorities 
November: Redistricting reform may be a general meeting which is open to the public as the LWVMD has 
received a grant to educate Marylanders about how gerrymandering hurts our democracy.  Beth Hufnagel has 
volunteered to receive  training on presenting this information and dates, places, and times will be 
forthcoming.  This promises to be an important program for us! 
 
If you have questions about the program and/or unit meetings for 2018-19, please contact Thea Jones, 
tjones89@comcast.net or 410-465-2314 or Gina Smith at the LWVHC office, info@howard.lwvmd.org or 410-
730-0142. 
 
We look forward to seeing you in September! 
 
301-466-8715 
 

 
 
There’s nothing more American than a good ballgame and helping to get out the vote! The League of Women 
Voters of Howard County has been invited to participate in a voter registration event at three Washingtion 
Nationals games this month. Admission to the games is free – just pay $3 for a visor and associated 
transportation costs.  
 
Game dates are:  
Tuesday, Sept. 25, Nats vs. Marlins at 7:00 p.m. 
Monday, Sept. 24, Nat vs. Marlins at 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday, Sept. 23, Nats vs. Mets at 1:30 p.m. 
 
If you would like to attend one (or all) of these games, please contact Andrea Gruhl at andreagruhl@aol.com 
with "Andrea: RSVP for Nats ball game and voter registration" in the subject line. Please include the following 
information: 1. Willingness to attending the free 7 p.m. ball game, 2. Willingness to register voters at the ball 
game, 3. Choice of date to attend (see list above), 4. An offer to drive a car pool.  
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BASEBALL & VOTER REGISTRATION VOLUNTEER! 



 
IMAGES FROM AROUND THE LEAGUE 
Check out these pictures from the LWVNCA Workshop. We hope to see you at the next one!  
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One of the most important jobs we do is keeping the public informed! Please join us for one of our election 
forums to get to know the people who want to represent you.  
 
September 20 at Smith Theatre, HCC - 5:30 pm - 10:00 pm - Board of Education, Congress, Register of Wills, 
Sheriff, State's Attorney, Clerk of the Circuit Court 
 
September 26 at Banneker Room, George Howard Building - 6 pm - 10 pm - County Executive and County 
Council 
 
September 27 at Banneker Room, George Howard Building - 6 pm - 10 pm - State Legislature 
 
Contact Alice Giles, Alice.S.Giles@gmail.com, if you have any questions.  
 

ELECTION FORUMS 
 

 
 
 
Join the League of Women Voters of Maryland on September 17, 12:00 pm – 2:00 pm, for their annual 
Constitution Day Program. At this event, a panel of experts will discuss the topic, “The Changing Nature of the 
Supreme Court.” 
 
The program will be held at the University of Maryland Carey School of Law, 500 W Baltimore St, Ceremonial 
Court Room, Baltimore, MD 21201.  
 
This event is free and exclusive to LWV members. Reception will follow discussion. 
 
RSVP by September 14 to Andrea Gruhl, andreagruhl@aol.com 
  
 

 
 
 

LWVMD CONSTITUTION DAY PROGRAM 
 

SAVE THE DATES! 

SAVE THE DATE! 



  



 
 

 
 
 

  

HOW IT WORKS: For the full day of  this event, 10% of  the proceeds 
for the restaurant will be donated to the League of  Women Voters of  
Howard County Education Fund. All proceeds includes all carry-out, 
delivery, dine in, wine sales, etc..., for the full day. Reservations 
encouraged. 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
OF HOWARD COUNTY 

League of Women Voters of Howard County 
5430 Vantage Point Road, Suite C, Columbia, MD  21044 
Phone/Fax:  410-730-0142 
E-mail: info@howard.lwvmd.org 
www.lwvhowardmd.org 
 

 
The League of Women Voters is where hands-on work to safeguard 
democracy leads to civic improvement. 
 

Monday, October 22, 2018 
11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. 

 
Tino’s Italian Bistro ~ Wine Bar and Italian Food 

8775 Centre Park Drive 
Columbia, MD 21045 
410-730-TINO (8466) 

www.tinositalianbistro.com 

October 22 Fundraiser at  
Tino’s Italian Bistro 

in Columbia  

Support the League of Women Voters of Howard County  
Education Fund, a 501(c)3 non-profit. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  

GIANT FOOD STORE GIFT CARD ORDER FORM 
 
Date: ______________ 
 
Name: __________________________ 
Address: ________________________ 
Telephone: _______________________ 
Email: ___________________________ 
 
I am ordering $ _____ in Giant Gift/debit cards as follows: 
Number of $50 cards:  _______ 
 
My check in the amount of $ _______ is enclosed. 
 
______  I will pick up at the League office. 
______  Please mail my Gift Card(s) (Enclose a self-addressed  

stamped envelope) 
______ Other arrangements (Please contact Sue Buswell) 
 
Please make checks payable to LWVHC 
 

CONTACT US 
 
Phone/Fax: 
410-730-0142 
info@howard.lwvmd.org 
www.lwvhowardmd.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The League of Women Voters, 
a nonpartisan political 

organization, encourages 
informed and active 

participation in government, 
works to increase 

understanding of major public 
policy issues, and influences 

public policy through 
education and advocacy.  


