NOVEMBER 2018
CO-PRESIDENT LETTER
by Betsy Grater and Beth Hufnagel, Co-Presidents
Whew! So many of you have come forward to participate in the many events of the
past month. We as your presidents are pleased and appreciate the current
members, new members and guests that helped out. We gained several new
members from their participation.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Vote 411.org up and running
The Voters Guide-Publication and Distribution of 8,000 copies
New T-shirts- arrived
Three Candidate Forums
The Mall-Voter Registration
Voter Registration in 6 Libraries
J Jill Customer Appreciation Day at the Mall
Happy Hour at Jailbreak
Fundraiser-Tino’s
Harford County Tour-LWVMD and Harford County League
NCA’s Presidents Luncheon

However, we are not finished! Coming up:
•
•
•
•
•

Poll Evaluations-Election Day-November 6.
Personal Voting
Units-see details elsewhere in this Voter
Veteran’s Day Parade-November 11
Re-broadcasts of the Candidates Forums-see details in this Voter

If you were unable to attend a live forum, the re-broadcasts are available. You can
get some of the flavor of the candidates from the recorded forums, but it is not like
seeing it live. They will also serve as a refresher guide when you are not sure of your
choices.
The three LWV Candidates' Forums will air on GTV channel (Verizon
44/Comcast 99) every Monday, Wednesday and Sunday until election day,
November 6. The forums will air back to back to back starting at noon. You
can also visit our YouTube channel, where you can view videos by candidate.
https://www.youtube.com/user/lwvhc/videos Candidate interviews are
available there too. Finally, the September 26 and 27 forums are available on
our website, along with more forum information.
https://hoco.lwvhowardmd.org/2018_candidate_forums
(Continued on following page)
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UPCOMING EVENTS
November 1
LWVHC Board Meeting, 7:00 pm
Oakland Manor
November 6
Election Day!
November 8
Gerrymandering 101, 7:00 pm
HoCo Library, East Columbia Branch
November 10
Gerrymandering, 101, 10:30 am
HoCo Library, Elkridge Branch
November 11
Veterans Day Parade, 9:00 am
Merriweather Post Pavilion
November 14
Gerrymandering, 101, 7:00 pm
HoCo Library, Glenwood Branch

The LWVHC wishes
you and your family a happy
Thanksgiving!

The League of Women Voters is
where hands-on work to safeguard
democracy leads to civic
improvement.

CO-PRESIDENT LETTER, continued
Gerrymandering 101
Gerrymandering is a major issue we will be addressing in
November. We will be offering three Gerrymandering
101 workshops this month – read our program report to
find out more. For more background on gerrymandering
in the U.S., we’re sharing this excerpt from “Why Do We
Say It,” Castle Books:
Elbridge Gerry, a Democrat, was Governor of Massachusetts in 1812 and had a
Democratic legislature serving with him. In order to secure increased representation
in the State Senate they redistributed the state, dividing it up so that the Federalist
minority would not be able to elect a true percentage of the legislature. As a result
of this district in Essex County was formed with a very irregular outline. Benjamin
Russell, editor of the “Columbian Centinel,” hung a map of the new districts in his
office. Gilbert Stuart, the painter, saw this map and noticed the peculiar outline of
the district in Essex County; he added a head, wings and claws to it and exclaimed:
“That will do for a salamander.” “No” said Russell, “Gerrymander.” Thus. To
distribute a state to get the maximum possible representation for one party at the
expense of the other came to be called “gerrymandering.”
~ Beth and Betsy

PROGRAM AND UNIT MEETING UPDATES
By Thea Jones, Vice-President
Please note: November Unit Meetings are being replaced by Gerrymandering 101
workshops which will be held on three different dates in three different locations.
These workshops are open to the public; however, they are also serving as our
November Unit Meetings. Please bring a non-League member with you. League
membership information will be available. See the flyer in this issue of the Voter for
more information.
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Thank You!
Many thanks to members of the LWVHC for their attendance at the October unit
meetings. There were lively discussions about the two 2018 General Election Ballot
Questions and the Howard County Charter Amendment.
Those attending the unit meetings also learned more about two Leagues which are
based in Washington, D.C. – the League of Women Voters United States (LWVUS) and
the League of Women Voters National Capital Area (LWVNCA.)

Contact Us

In an effort to learn more about the LWVUS, we viewed their website and found it to
be quite informative and packed with information regarding the League’s priorities and
positions.

Howard County LWV
5430 Vantage Point Rd. Suite C,
Columbia, MD 21044
410-730-0142
info@howard.lwvmd.org
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PROGRAM AND UNIT MEETING UPDATES, continued
We were, however, very fortunate to have our own Carol Conors with us to describe, in detail, the work of Lobby Corps, the
advocacy “arm” of the LVWUS. She explained the process by which Lobby Corp members who are from the D.C., Maryland
and Virginia meet six to eight times a year to plan visits to the offices of members of Congress to present the League’s
positions on topics and bills that are before Congress. As many as 20 volunteer Lobby Corps members:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Are briefed on the Leagues’ position on a topic/bill to be discussed.
Make up to 10 appointments with Congressional staff members for a short meeting of 7-10 minutes.
Meet with staffers to articulate and explain the League’s position.
Ask the staffer to talk with their member of Congress about the LWV’s position.
And then, most importantly, Lobby Corp members follow-up with the staffer to determine the views of the
legislator.
Results are then shared with LWVUS staff and local League presidents across the United States.

Lobby Corp members make a large volunteer commitment to work with members of Congress from across the United
States. Carol was chairperson of Lobby Corps for ten years ending in 2017 and continues to be an active member of Lobby
Corp. For more information about Lobby Corp and your interest in becoming a member, please contact Carol.
We were also fortunate to have Andrea Gruhl, our liaison to the LWVNCA, carefully explain the structure of the LWVNCA
and its work as an Inter League-Organization (ILO.) Andrea explained her work with the LWVNCA and the important
networking which is done with nine Leagues in the area. She shared the critical role that the president of the LWVNCA
provided as she worked collaboratively with other interested organizations in the D.C., Maryland and Virginia area in the
past few years to secure long-term funding for the Metro Commission – not an easy task.
Very Important Future Program Information:
November Unit Meets – (see above) for information on the Gerrymandering Workshops.
•

•
•
•

December 18, 2018 – Fundraiser at Barnes and Noble in the Long Gate Shopping Center at 4300 Montgomery Rd,
Ellicott City, MD 21043. Please sign-up for a two hour shift to gift wrap. All donations will go to the LWVHC
Education Fund. Be a gift rapper! Contact Thea Jones at tjones89@comcast.net or email Gina at the League office at
info@lwlvhowardmd.org to sign-up for a time slot to volunteer. Times are available from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. in
two-hour increments.
January 5, 2019 – Annual Event to Meet Howard County State Legislators. Watch for more information. This will be
a most interesting meeting.
January Unit Meetings – January 16 and 17, 2019 – Presentation and Discussion on Death with Dignity Concurrence
Questions
February Unit Meetings – February 20 and 21, 2019 – Environment Presentation by Betsy Singer

YOUR VOICE = YOUR VOTE
We hope to see you at the polls!
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UNITED NATIONS UPDATE
By Roxanne Wheatfield-Hughes, Co-director of Membership
October 11, 2018 marked the International Day of the Girl Child. This
annual commemoration was initiated by the UN in 2012 to highlight
the needs and challenges girls face all over the world. The theme for
the 2018 commemoration was, "With Her: A Skilled GirlForce."
This year, the NGO, Working Group on Girls (WGG) sponsored the
annual "Girls Speak Out" during which young girls took over the
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) chamber at the UN and
presented poetry, songs, video, etc. answering the questions: "What
is it like to be a girl like you where you live?" and "What advice would
you give the next generation of girls in your community so they can
thrive?" The WGG was founded over 20 years ago and the founding
members included LWVUS - UN Observers Margery Cohen and Doris
Schapira. The LWV-US continue as active members in the leadership
of WGG.
The promotion of girl's empowerment and the fulfillment of their human rights is so important at this time because so
many young girls preparing to enter the workforce are not being adequately educated to thrive in an environment being
transformed by innovation and automation. According to data from UNICEF, 600 million adolescent girls will enter the
workforce within the next 10 years and 90 percent of those in low income countries will be working in the informal sector.
This sector is rife with exploitation and abuse where the ability to earn a wage is precarious. That is why the focus of this
year's commemoration was to highlight the need to expand learning opportunities, identify new ways, and motivate the
global community to re-envision how best to prepare young women to make a successful transition to the world of work.
The event launched a year-long effort to unite partners and stakeholders to advocate and invest in initiatives that will
improve the ability of girls to attain skills that can help them become prepared to access better work opportunities in order
to have a more fulfilling life.

VETERANS DAY PARADE
By Patricia Laidig
The Parade will be held on Sunday, November 11 (11/11), 2018 at 9:30 a.m. The Howard County Veterans Foundation, Inc.,
and the County’s Veterans service organizations in partnership with the Columbia Association, will conduct the 4th Annual
Howard County Veterans Day Parade to honor all Veterans, First Responders and their families. A Gold Star family member
will lead the Parade! See our flyer in this issue of the Voter for more information about all the fun in store as we honor our
vets.

DON’T FORGET TO VOTE!
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Parade Schedule
•
•
•

AT A POLLING STATION NEAR YOU!

9:00 a.m. – Check-in for LWVHC members: Parade forms at Merriweather Post Pavilion
9:30 a.m. – Parade will step off travel about 1 mile ending at the future site of the Howard County Veterans
Monument at Lake Kittamaqundi. A reviewing officer/announcer will be placed at mid parade route.
10:45 a.m. (on or about) – A Ceremony honoring Veterans will commence with a special remembrance at 11 minutes
past the hour of 11 (11/11/11).

YOUR VOTE = YOUR VOICE

Contact us at 410-730-0142 if you would like to march with the LWVHC!
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Fundraiser to benefit

The League of Women Voters of Howard County
Tickets are on sale now!
Contact any LWVHC Board Member or visit www.lwvhowardmd.org and use the
“Donate” button. Tickets will be mailed to you.
OR
Send a check to
League of Women Voters Howard County
5430 Vantage Point Road -Suite C
Columbia, MD 21044

Tickets are:
1 for $5.00, 3 for $10.00, 6 for $20.00
Drawing will be April 23, 2019
Every ticket is a winner by supporting the League!
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Winter Fundraiser
Benefitting the

League of Women Voters of Howard
County
Join us on

December 18, 2018
9:00 am – 9:00 pm
At the Barnes and Noble Bookstore, Long Gate Shopping Center
for a gift-wrapping fundraiser.
League Volunteers will be wrapping your holiday gifts. All
donations will support the LWV of Howard County.
We need volunteers! If you are interested in being a gift
wrapper, contact Thea Jones at tjones89@comcast.net or 410465-2314 or email Gina at the League office at
info@lwvhowardmd.org or call her at 410-730-0142.
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MISSION STATEMENT
The League of Women Voters,
a nonpartisan political
organization, encourages
informed and active
participation in government,
works to increase
understanding of major public
policy issues, and influences
public policy through
education and advocacy.

GIANT FOOD STORE GIFT CARD ORDER FORM
Date: ______________
Name: __________________________
Address: ________________________
Telephone: _______________________
Email: ___________________________
I am ordering $ _____ in Giant Gift/debit cards as follows:
Number of $50 cards: _______
My check in the amount of $ _______ is enclosed.

CONTACT US
Phone/Fax:
410-730-0142
info@howard.lwvmd.org
www.lwvhowardmd.org

NOVEMBER 2018

______ I will pick up at the League office.
______ Please mail my Gift Card(s) (Enclose a self-addressed
stamped envelope)
______ Other arrangements (Please contact Sue Buswell)
Please make checks payable to LWVHC

