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Legislative Breakfast 

Meet your State Senators and Delegates and  
hear their response to League priorities and  
their plans for the 2020 General Assembly.  

Ask about your concerns! Bring your friends! 
• 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 4, 2020 
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

• 
Saint Michaels of All Angels 

2013 St. Paul St. 
Parking is at St. Mark’s parking lot across the street. 

    FROM THE CO-PRESIDENTS 

Happy holidays to all our family and friends! 

This has been a sensational year for the Baltimore City League of 
Women Voters. We are happy to have a new membership 
committee. 

This year we started out with a call to action and sweeping 
changes in our voter registration efforts, both in training, 
engagement of volunteers, and student voter registration, 
supported by a grant from the LWV US. 

The National League of Women Voters Convention is in 
Washington DC from June 25 to 28, 2020 and we hope to have a 
good sized delegation.  

If you have not yet renewed your membership for 2019-2020, 
please do so. Our membership on Jan. 31 determines the voting 
delegation for Baltimore City. 

We are very grateful to Jean Baer for so many years of editing our 
Voters’ Guides. Jean is retiring from this role, and we need a 
volunteer to replace her. Please contact Nancy if you are 
interested.  

We would like to create a publications committee to gather 
content for newsletters, the web site, and social media posts, and 
organize its timely publication.  

  Flo and Nancy 

VOTER
24 December 2019   Flo Valentine, Nancy Lawler–Co-Presidents
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CALENDAR 
January 2020 
4 LWV Baltimore City Legislative Breakfast 
5 Presentation by Kirwan  
 Chizuka Amuno Synagogue 
6  Certification of Republican  
 and Democratic Presidential Candidates  
8 Board Meeting 5:30 
 General Assembly convenes 
12 Voter registration training 
24  Candidate filing deadline in MD 

MD Legislative session preparation 
25 LWVMD Winter Workshop  

February  
1 Snow-date for LWVMD Winter 
Workshop 
4 Primary for 7th Congressional District 
5 Board Meeting 5:30 
14 100th Anniversary Celebration  
 University of Baltimore Library,  
 3:30-6:00 PM  
 
March 
4 Board Meeting 5:30 
7 Women of the World Festival  
  Baltimore Inner Harbor 
TBA City/County Spring Luncheon 
 
April 
1 U.S. Census Day 
1 Board Meeting 5:30 
16-23 Early voting for primary election 
28  Baltimore City primary election day 
 
May 
6 Board Meeting 5:30 

June 
2 Annual Meeting 
25-28 LWVUS Convention, Washington DC 
 

Women of the World Festival March 7 
WOW is a global movement of festivals that celebrate women 

as a force for positive change and take a hard look at what 

holds women back from reaching their full potential.

LWV MD Winter Workshop 
Saturday, January 25, 2020 

9:30 - 1:30 PM 
Snow Date February 1, 2020 

The Wilde Lake Interfaith Center 
10431 Twin Rivers Road 

Columbia, MD 21044

The Kirwan Commission and the  
Future of K-12 Education in Maryland 

Sunday, January 5, 2020 
10:00 AM  

Chizuk Amuno Congregation 
8100 Stevenson Rd 

Baltimore MD 21208 

Voter Registration Volunteer (VRV) 
Training 

740 N Calvert St, Baltimore, MD 21202 
Sunday, January 12, 2020 at 1 PM – 3 PM
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The Kirwan Commission: What is it?? 

In 2016 the Maryland General Assembly created 
the Kirwan Commission (Commission  on 
Innovation and Excellence in Education) to 
address much-needed improvements in the 
quality of public education in Maryland. The 
Commission was charged to update the 
education funding formulas and to “make policy 
recommendations that would enable Maryland’s 
pre-K-12 system to perform at the level of the 
best-performing systems in the world.” 

The need for improvement was clear: 

•Maryland students perform at a middling 
level compared with students in other states, 
and the U.S. itself ranks in the middle 
compared to other ”developed” countries. 

•NAEP (National Assessment of Education 
Progress) data show a 25-35 point gap 
between white children and black, Hispanic, 
and low-income children. 

•Less than 40% of U.S. high school 
graduates are career/college ready. 

•Only 47% of second-year teachers return 
for a third year. 

•53% of African-American children attend 
underfunded schools; 8% of white children 
attend underfunded schools. 

•Education performance is directly related 
to crime levels, the funds spent on 
homelessness, quality of health, public 
assistance, and other public costs of poverty. 

Commission members include leaders from 
across the state. Their recommendations for the 
General Assembly in the 2019 Session include: 

•Early childhood nurture/education 

•High quality teachers and high quality 
school leaders 

•Higher standards for students;  more 
career/technical education 

•More support for struggling students and 
for schools in high poverty areas 

•Better governance and  stronger 
accountability  

The General Assembly adopted all the 
recommendations, and left to the upcoming 
2020 Session the decision of how the state and 
local jurisdictions will apportion the cost.   
This issue, of how to fund the Kirwan 
recommendations, will be a major issue, likely 
the major issue, in the 2020  Session. 

Implementing Kirwan carries a cost, but it is 
important to remember that low education 
levels directly impact crime levels, 
homelessness, public assistance requirements, 
and all the other costs of poverty that are 
borne by the community.    A better educated, 
more skilled workforce will result in greater 
investment and performance in Maryland’s 
industries, an increase in tax revenues, and a 
decrease in spending on social services, to the 
benefit of our children and our state. 

More than 30 business leaders have sent a 
letter to Governor Hogan asking him to fully 
fund the Kirwan recommendations.  

The LWV has been supporting the Commission 
findings over the last two sessions.  Both Lois 
Hybl and Gail Sunderman have testified at 
hearings of the Commission and the 
legislature. 
Maryland’s Constitution demands an 
education for all our children.  We all need to 
contact our legislators and encourage them to 
enact these reforms.   

Please contact Carol Rice, a League member, at 
crice445@gmail.com  to get involved in this 
important fight for our future.  

Submitted by Carol Rice and Joanne Nathans 

Pleasant View Gardens Election 

     The Resident Advisory Board of HABC, 
Inc.  requested our services 
(compensated) to oversee their Annual 
Election. 

     Lois Hybl and Flo Valentine conducted 
the election and counted the ballots.   
     Everyone was satisfied with the orderly 
process.  

mailto:crice445@gmail.com
mailto:crice445@gmail.com
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Meeting with Maryland Democratic Black 
Caucus Conference 

On November 12th, three members from the League 
of Women Voters (Co-President Flo
Valentine, Gail Sunderman, and Deanna Ikhinmwin) 
attended the Maryland Democratic Black
Caucus Conference in Annapolis, Maryland. They 
were at the conference to explain and get
support for the Kirwan Commission Report which 
addresses a wide variety of problems
in schools throughout the state of Maryland.
Major problems in Maryland schools :
1. High school graduates

a. Many cannot read on a 10th grade level
   b. Many students are not career or college 

    ready
2. 47% of 2nd year teachers do not return
3. Public education is inadequate and inequitable
4. The number of students eligible for free and 

reduced lunches has increased to 44%
5. Poverty correlates with low academic 

achievement
Kirwan Commission Solutions to these problems:
1. Expand Pre-school

a. Increase prenatal care (1 and 2 yr olds)
b. Full-day prekindergarten (3 and 4 yr olds)

2. Secure High quality teachers
a. Teacher training
b. Increased salaries
c. More diversity

3. Prepare Students to be career and college ready
a. Special support
b. College-high school enrollment
c. Career training

4. Establish community schools
a. Health professionals (full-time)
b. Fund physical and mental health
c. Additional counselors, social workers
    and after school programs

5. Establish Accountability
a. Oversight Board
b. Formation of inspection teams

If passed by the 2020 legislators, the Kirwan 
Commission recommendations present an
opportunity to accomplish large scale 
improvements that students and educators who 
attend and work in public schools in the state of 
Maryland desperately need and deserve.

Submitted by:
Deanna V. Ikhinmwin

GAIL SUNDERMAN, IVORY GOODSON, FLO 
VALENTINE, DEANNA IKHINMWIN

VOTERS’ GUIDE AND VOTE 
411 

Members are requested to suggest 
Voters' Guide questions for Mayor, 
President of City Council, and 
councilpersons.  
We need to update them by our next 
board meeting January 8.

Special Election-7th Congressional 
District 

The Democratic primary has attracted 32 
candidates, making it impractical to stage our 
traditional kind of forum.


Local Leagues from Howard and Baltimore 
County are joining Baltimore city in planning 
online information for voters to become 
acquainted with the candidates’ positions 
and qualifications. 
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EU Ambassador Reception 
     On December 3, 2019, members of the 
Baltimore City League of Women Voters 
were guests of the European Union 
Delegation to the United States at a 
reception held at the American Visionary 
Arts Museum.  
     Twenty-eight EU ambassadors attended, 
and treated us to an outstanding program 
and networking opportunity. 
     The program opened with EU 
Ambassador Stavros Lambrinidinis, who 
gave brief remarks and had the 
Ambassadors and Speakers come to the 
stage. Mayor Jack Young gave welcoming 
remarks and presented a Mayoral 
Proclamation to the Ambassadors. 
     Director Rebecca Hoffberger shared the 
Visionary Arts Museum’s mission with the 
group.  Deputy Secretary of Commerce Ben 
Wu highlighted the strength and importance 
of the EU-MD trade and investment 
relationship.  Deputy Secretary of State Luis 
Borunda discussed the importance of 
international engagement for Maryland. 
Adjutant General Timothy Gowan presented 
information about the States’ Civil Defense 
partnerships with Europe. 
      The group gave an especially warm 
welcome to Michael Donilon from Guinness, 
who talked about their new brewery in 
Halethorpe, and why the company chose 
Baltimore as well as the jobs the Guinness 
Brewery was created. 
     EU Ambassador Stavros Lambrinidinis 
introduced three dance troupes: 

• Teelin Irish dance 
• Demetrakia Greek dance 
• UM Dynamic Dance 

Performance 
Each dance troupe performed for five 
minutes. 
     League of Women Voters attendees 
included Linda Rittleman, Elaine Breslaw, 
new member Karin Kendrick and Co-
presidents Flo Valentine and Nancy Lawler. 

Submitted by Karin Kendrick

100th Anniversary Celebration 
     Our 100th Anniversary is Feb. 14, 2020. To 
celebrate, we hope you will all join us for a party 
and exhibit opening at the University of 
Baltimore’s Robert L. Bogomolny Library (1420 
Maryland Ave) from 3:30 to 6:00 PM.  
All members are encouraged to bring a 
prospective member to this important event so 
that we can introduce new people to our rich 
history. 
     We will be able to get a first look at the digital 
and physical exhibits that Christopher Moore is 
developing from the LWV archives which we 
have donated to the UB Special Collections.  
     The National Park Service has an excellent 
online exhibit on the history of Woman 
Suffrage, including the role of African 
Americans, at:  
https://www.nps.gov/articles/african-
american-women-and-the-nineteenth-
amendment.htm. 

Rebecca Hoffberger, Director, and Flo 
Valentine with members of Fell’s Point’s 

Polish-American Community 

Anniversary Finance Drive  

     Sally Grant and Lu Pierson are organizing a 
100th anniversary finance drive.  
     This is our first special finance drive in 
several years.  
     Expect to receive a letter and follow up phone 
call and please be generous. We would like to 
take advantage of this special year to enhance 
our tax deductible Sadie Crockin fund. 

EU Ambassadors reception at the Visionary 
Arts Museum
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Membership Committee ! 

The League Membership Committee has been revitalized and is making great strides in 
preparing the league for 2020. The committee is working hard to expand membership and 
engage our community in this busy upcoming election year. This committee is chaired by Billie 
Roberts-Spann, and staffed by new members Anna Leonard and Mary Kay Shock. 

The Membership Committee will serve as the face of the League. This will involve working 
with a wide range of stakeholders, engaging the community directly, and attracting and 
engaging new and existing members. The committee will develop strategies and research and 
analysis projects to directly serve and support the program goals of the League.  

The League needs to encourage members to work on and staff committees to conduct the 
important advocacy and education goals of the League. To address this challenge directly, the 
Membership Committee is currently conducting a membership interest survey to understand 
how our members want to contribute their skills and talents to the Baltimore League. The 
Committee will then be able to clearly articulate where members want to participate and will 
be able to directly link members with committees.  

This is a critical year for the Baltimore League – 2020 is not only the hundredth year of 
women’s suffrage, but also the hundredth year for our Baltimore City League of Women 
Voters! The Membership Committee has crafted some lofty goals to energize and promote the 
League in 2020: 

⎫Gain 100 members for our 100th year by the end of the year! 

⎫Identify new workers for our voter registration efforts.  

⎫Design a membership best practices guide for membership recruiting, by July. 

⎫Conduct quarterly NationBuilder training for all membership committee members to be 
able to update and manage the League website. The first training will be in January[ 

⎫As a committee, continue to build relationships with local community groups and support 
voting registration and education events.  

Western Hemisphere Delegation Visit 

A group of prominent leaders and activists 
from the Western Hemisphere visited our 
office as part of a State Department program 
titled “Minority Participation in the Political 
Process.” Their purpose was to explore 
strategies to engage youth and underserved, 
excluded, and minority populations in U.S. 
society to increase their participation in 
economic growth, civic activities and political 
affairs. They visited us to discuss our 
techniques to engage eligible voters, with a 
specific focus on minorities, in the political 
process in the lead-up to the 2020 elections.

GAIL SUNDERMAN WITH DELEGATES
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Fair Elections 

Testimony by Lois Hybl to the 
Judiciary and Legislative  

Investigations Committee of the 
Baltimore City Council 

 Members of the League of Women 
Voters of Baltimore City believe that 
public funding will enable candidates for 
city offices to compete more effectively 
for political office, promote citizen 
participation in the political process and 
reduce the influence of campaign 
contributions on decision making by 
elected officials. 

Montgomery, Howard and Prince 
George’s County along with Baltimore 
City have affirmed the advantages of 
public financing by passing legislation to 
establish such a program. Montgomery 
was the first jurisdiction to implement 
public funding. 22 candidates took 
advantage of the program in 2018. The 
current County Executive won his race 
thanks to small donations from hundreds 
of voters and public funds. 33 candidates 
ran for the 4 At-Large County Council 
seats. All 4 of the candidates who won, 
did so by participating in the public 
financing program.

We need a campaign financing system 
for Baltimore City Elections which will 
allow candidates to be more competitive, 
regardless of their access to big money 
contributors; will control the rising costs of 
campaigns; and will free candidates from 
constant fundraising. If public financing 
restores the faith of people in government 
by reversing the impression that our 
elected officials work for big donors and
not the people, the impact is worth the 
expenditure.

We ask for your strong support of Council 
Bill 19-0403 Fair Election Fund – 
Establishment and Administration

City Council Breakfast 

Our annual breakfast on Nov. 16 attracted over 50 
people and 10 council members. There was a lively 
discussion led by Gail Sunderman. 
A total of eight City Charter Amendments and City 
Employee Accountability Legislation were major 
issues. Of particular note is  Amendment 19-0381, 
Removal of Elected Officials,  which would allow 
council to remove the mayor with approval of 
three-fourths of its members. Presently, there is 
no remedy to remove a Mayor.

AGENDA 
9:30 - 10 am - Registration & Welcome 

10 am - 11 am - Dangers of a Constitutional Convention  
with Jessica Jones-Capparell - LWVUS 

11:15 am - 12:15 pm  - Potential Partnerships for Celebrating 
our 100th Year 

12:30 pm - 1:45 pm - Lunch and Speaker 
"The 2020 Census" - Robert S. McCord, Maryland Secretary of 

Planning 
1:45 pm - 2 pm Announcements 

EARLY BIRD PRICING before 1/17 - $25 LWV Members/$30 
Non LWV Members 

AFTER 1/17 $30 LWV Members/$35 Non LWV Members 

Register online at  
https://www.lwvmd.org/winter_workshop_2020

LWV MD Winter Workshop 
Saturday, January 25, 2020 

9:30 - 1:30 PM 
Snow Date February 1, 2020 

The Wilde Lake Interfaith Center 
10431 Twin Rivers Road 

Columbia, MD 21044

https://www.lwvmd.org/winter_workshop_2020
https://www.lwvmd.org/winter_workshop_2020
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VOTER REGISTRATION 

Elaine Breslaw and a crew of team 
leaders and workers have had a very 
active fall voter registration season.  

They have responded to a wide variety of 
community registration efforts, as well as 
regular support for registering new 
citizens. 
The fall voter registration events 
included: 
Waverly Y on 33rd Street  
National Night Out 
Back to School Block Party,  
     Faith Community United Methodist  
     Church in Hamilton. 
Civic Works  
Chesapeake Down Syndrome Parents 
JHU CLEAR (Pat Denholm) 
Baltimore Ceasefire ( Megan Shook), 
Education Town Hall 
     Morgan State U. 
Legislative Breakfast 
Joint program by Baltimore City and 
     County Historical Societies 
Regular Voter Registration services  
     at the Pratt Library (Pat Denholm)

STUDENT VOTER REGISTRATION 

Building on the 2018 LWV Education Fund 
grant to register public high school and 
community college students, we registered 
1222 from fourteen (14) schools between the 
months of January and October.  

The registration sessions covered five (5) 
Councilmanic Districts; four (4) Legislative 
Districts and three (3) Congressional Districts.  

We benefitted greatly from the 
cooperation and assistance of the Board 
of Elections Director, school Principals, 
their staffs and teachers, and BCCC 
Director and staff. Overall, the LWV 
Baltimore City League involved thirty-
six (36) LWV members. 

The LWV US has recognized our efforts 
with a new grant of $800 to support our 
continued efforts for student 
registration in 2020. 

Community College Voter Registration Events: 
ACCE Back to School Resource Fair. 
BCCC Liberty Campus. Welcome Back Week. 

Submitted by Argentine Craig 

75 NEWLY REGISTERED VOTERS

Baltimore Leadership School for Young Women
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In Memoriam 
G.I.Johnson, (November 1, 1936 - November 24, 2019) our 
board member and past president of the NAACP-Baltimore 
City Branch. We depended on G.I.  to deliver our Voter 
Guides to senior citizens and 
others. 

We miss his thoughtful 
contributions at our board 
meetings. He could lighten the 
mood of a discussion, however 
serious the issue. 

ADVOCACY FOR TRANSPORTATION 
ISSUES 

Elizabeth Engleman represents the Baltimore City 
LWV on transportation issues and would welcome 
the involvement of additional members.  

Our coalition partners include Central Maryland 
Transportation Alliance (CMTA), Baltimore 
Transit Equity Coalition (BTEC), Bikemore, 
Maryland Sierra Club and Maryland Advocates for 
Sustainable Transportation (MAST) coalition. 
Although the state controls public transportation, 
we support 3 local projects: 
1.) a $27.3M project with 5 miles of the east-west 
corridor along North Ave,  
2.) Hamilton Business District streets-cape project 
along Harford Rd with three so-called floating bus 
stops and  
3.) the current Commission for Regional Transit 
Plan (RTP) - Central Maryland which is at the 
midway point of creating a 25 year vision for 
public transportation by MDOT.  
One of the November 2020 Ballot Initiatives is a 
City of Baltimore Charter Amendment which 
will shift critical decision making in transportation 
policy from a political base in Annapolis to the 
Baltimore local region while holding accountable 
existing agencies. 
Submitted by Elizabeth Engleman 

Transportation improvements play a vital role in 
urban efforts to mitigate climate change. While we 
do not now have an environment committee, let’s 
move in that direction.

Voter Registration Volunteer (VRV) 
Training 

St. Ignatius Church 
740 N Calvert St, Baltimore, MD 21202 

Sunday, January 12, 2020 at 1 PM – 3 PM 
Free and Open to the Public 

This training is approved by the MD State Board 
of Elections. 

At the last iteration of this training, we learned 
about the revised voter registration form, and how 
to explain it to a prospective voter and to help 
them to complete the form.  

All participants were very pleased with the quality 
of the training, which is conducted by our Board 
member, Elizabeth Engleman, and we look 
forward to future opportunities for more of us to 
be formally trained, and to keep up with changes 
in Maryland election laws.



LWV Baltimore City Newsletter Winter 2019-2020

p. 10

6600 York Road, Suite 211, Baltimore, MD 21212 
410-377-7738  

E-mail:   www.lwv-baltimorecity.org 
Facebook: League of Women Voters of Baltimore City 

Join the Action! Join the League! Or… 
Have you renewed your membership for July 1, 2019-June 30, 2020? 

Basic Individual Membership................................$60                
Basic Family Membership......................................$85                
Student Membership.....(ages 16-30).....................Free                

Make checks payable to LWV – Baltimore City.  
Membership dues are not tax deductible. 

If you wish to make an additional tax-deductible contribution to our 
voter education fund, make a separate check payable to  

Sadie Crockin Memorial Fund. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Please indicate if corrections are needed for any of your contact 
information. Contact information will be shared only with other 

members of the Baltimore City League of Women Voters and will be 
deleted at your request. 

. 
Name:     _________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________ 
  
    _________________________________________   
                                                                                                                                       

Phone (s): __________________________________          

                                                             

Email (s):   _________________________________                                                                        

Send to LWV Baltimore City 

6600 York Road, Suite 211 

Baltimore, MD 21212 

The Baltimore City League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan, nonprofit 
political organization, which encourages informed and active participation in 
government and increased understanding of major public policy issues. It 

seeks to influence public policy through education and advocacy. 

Dues paid to the Baltimore City League are shared with the US and 
Maryland Leagues, and members are part of all three organizations.

http://www.lwv-baltimorecity.org/
http://www.lwv-baltimorecity.org/

