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CO-PRESIDENT LETTER 
by Betsy Grater and Beth Hufnagel, Co-Presidents 
 
We enjoyed socializing with about twenty other League members at our 
December 2nd Holiday Party – Betsy Singer is an accomplished hostess and 
made us all feel welcome!  
 
Another piece of the LWVHC holidays was a fundraiser staffed by fifteen 
volunteers, who wrapped packages at the Long Gate Barnes & Nobles for 
over $300 of donations. We worked hard and did lovely work, yet still had 
time to chat. Much thanks to Thea for finding and organizing this event! The 
holidays are far from over, but before you know it the Maryland Legislature 
will be in session from January 9th to April 8th. 
 
Speaking of the 2019 
Legislative Session, I’m hoping 
to see you at our Kick-off 
Brunch on Saturday, January 5 
starting at 10:30 am. We’re at 
a new location, St John’s 
Episcopal Church, 9120 
Frederick Road, Ellicott City. 
Come at 10am with food; be 
prepared to help and look for 
another email shortly with 
specifics about both. 
 
After that, I’ll see you at the Unit Meetings on January 16th and 17th.  
Although the topic is Death & Dying, we think you’ll find the discussion 
positive. 
 
Beth and Betsy 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

January 5 
Legislative Kickoff, 10:30 am 

St. John Episcopal Church, Ellicott 
City 

 
January 16 

Unit Meeting, 10:00 am 
Vantage House 

 
January 17 

Unit Meeting, 7:00 pm 
Historic Oakland Manor 

 
January 25 

LWVNCA Reception for LWVUS 
Board and Senior Staff, 6:00 pm 
The Beacon Hotel Bar and Grill 

 
 

January 26 
LWVMD Winter Workshop, 9:30 am 

Wilde Lake Interfaith Center 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The League of Women Voters is 
where hands-on work to safeguard 

democracy leads to civic 
improvement. 

JANUARY 2019 

Cartoon and Quote of the Month from 
Mark Twain. By Steve Breen 
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PROGRAM REPORT 
by Thea Jones, Vice President 
 
Program and Unit Meeting Updates 
January Unit Meetings – January 16 and 17, 2019  
January meetings will be very important as we will review, discuss and reach 
concurrence on the League of Women Voters Maryland’s study on Death with 
Dignity.  
 
The Death with Dignity Fact Sheet, created by LWVMD, will guide our discussion, so 
please review it in its entirety before coming to our January unit meetings. We are 
looking forward to a presentation and discussion that should be of interest to our 
members. (See page 5 for information on how to access the report.) 
 
The question is “Death with Dignity in Maryland” and do we support it, oppose it, or 
are we neutral? Humans have wrestled with questions of how to handle the 
imminent approach of death for as long as we have had medical tools to postpone or 
hasten death. Modern medical advances have increased the urgency of these 
questions as we have gained the ability to extend life, but often with the result of 
prolonged periods of disability and/or pain. 
 
At its biennial convention in June 2017, the League of Women Voters of Maryland 
chose Death with Dignity (DWD) as one of its study topics to determine an 
appropriate position - - ethically, morally and legally – with which to deal with end of 
life issues of the terminally ill. This topic is of critical importance whatever the 
League’s final stand may be. End-of-life issues, including DWD, are very prevalent 
conversations in today’s society.  
 
There is an excellent chance that DWD bills will be introduced in both houses of the 
Maryland General Assembly in the 2019 session. It is very important that the LWVMD 
weigh in on this significant issue and have their voices heard.  
 
January Unit Meetings 
Wednesday, January 16, 2019 from 10:00 – 12:00 at Vantage House 
Thursday, January 17, 2019 from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. at Historic Oakland 
 
Inclement Weather Information 
10:00 a.m. meeting at Vantage House: 

• If HCPSS has a late opening, the meeting will be held as scheduled. 
• If HCPSS is closed for students, the meeting will be rescheduled.  

7:00 p.m. meeting at Historic Oakland: 
• If HCPSS closes early, the meeting will be rescheduled. 
• If HCPSS is closed for students, the meeting will be rescheduled 

Continued on following page… 

ABOUT US 
Officers 
Co-President: Betsy Grater 
Co-President: Beth Hufnagel 
Vice President: Thea Jones 
Secretary: Virginia Kirk 
Treasurer: Barbara Russell 
 
Directors 
Action: Linda Wengel 
External Communications: 
Patricia Laidig 
Education: Patricia Gordon 
Environment: Betsy Singer 
Fundraising: Michelle Rice 
Trotter 
Internal Communications: Krista 
Threefoot 
Membership: Roxanne Hughes-
Wheatland & Cheryle Wharton 
Roster Manager: Shari Glenn 
Voter Services/Webmaster: Alice 
Giles 
 
Off Board 
Susan R. Buswell: Great 
Decisions/Gift Card Fundraiser 
Janis Cripe: Great Decisions 
Andrea Gruhl: LWVNCA Liaison 
 
Nominating Committee 
Nancy Berla 
Sue Buswell 
Joan Lancos 
 
 
 
Contact Us 
 
Howard County LWV 
5430 Vantage Point Rd. Suite C, 
Columbia, MD 21044 
410-730-0142 
info@howard.lwvmd.org 
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PROGRAM REPORT, CONTINUED 

Updates 
November Unit Meetings were replaced by Gerrymandering 101 workshops which were held on three different dates in three 
different locations and more than 50 persons attended these important workshops. Kudos to Beth Hufnagel for the excellent 
presentations! 

In December, League members wrapped gifts at Barnes and Noble for our Winter Fundraiser! Thanks to League members who 
shared their time and gift-wrapping skills! It was a fun time! 
 
February Unit Meetings – February 20 and 21, 2019  
February Unit Meetings will be a presentation with discussion on environment and environmental priorities of the League 
which will be organized by Betsy Singer, our Environment Director.  
 

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 
By Betsy Singer, Director of Environment 
 
2019 General Assembly Environmental Priorities 
The League belongs to two environmental coalitions:  The Citizens Campaign for the Environment (CCE) and the Maryland 
Climate Coalition. The CCE Coalition recently met to vote on priority legislation for the 2019 General Assembly.  The dues-
paying member organizations all have a vote and agree to advocate for these priorities during the legislative session. LVWMD is 
a participating member, not a voting member.   
 
On November 14 at the Chesapeake Bay Foundation headquarters, the participating organizations voted to make the following 
legislative items the community priorities for next year.  

• Clean Energy Jobs Act 
• Ban on Expanded Polystyrene Foam Food Packaging 
• Green Amendment  

 
These priorities will be featured as the Environmental Community Priorities at the Environmental Summit in January 2019.  As 
soon as a date is available, we’ll send out information to encourage members to attend this event in Annapolis.  The leaders, 
committee chairs and environmental champions in the legislature usually attend.  
 
Clean Energy Jobs Act (CEJA) 
Legislation would build on efforts during past sessions to increase clean renewable sources of energy in Maryland’s Renewable 
Energy Portfolio (RPS).  The clean sources are primarily solar and wind energy.  Unfortunately, most of Maryland’s electricity 
still comes from the fossil fuels coal and natural gas.  
 
CEJA will call for increasing the renewable energy goal to 50% by 2030.  In addition, Maryland will analyze the results and report 
in 2025 on a plan to get to a 100% renewable energy by 2040.  Currently, the RPS goal for Maryland is 25% by 2020.  While it 
appears that Maryland is on track to meet this goal, the U.N.’s International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report has shown 
that it is inadequate if we want to avoid going over the temperature threshold of 1.5 degrees Celsius in 2030. 
 
Continued on following page… 
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ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT, CONTINUED 
 
Other features include phasing out municipal waste to energy incineration in 2020, allocate funding toward workforce 
development and training for green jobs and provide loans and grants for small, minority, and women and veteran-owned 
businesses. 
Chesapeake Climate Action Network and League of Conservation Voters 
 
Ban on Expanded Polystyrene Foam Food Packaging 
Expanded polystyrene (EPS) foam is a commonly littered plastic in Maryland.  The Waterfront Partnership’s Trash Wheel 
interceptors have collected 920,154 EPS foam containers since 2014 from the Jones Falls and Harris Creek streams. Roughly 
40% of the trash volume found the Anacostia River is foam.  EPS foam is not compostable and never fully degrades, but rather 
breaks up into tiny pieces that end up in street and waterways.  Once in the water, it absorbs ten times more fertilizers, 
pesticides and other petrochemicals.  Montgomery and Prince George’s Counties, Baltimore City and the City of Annapolis have 
already enacted policies to band EPS packaging.  This bill would expand the ban statewide by prohibiting a person or food 
service business from selling EPS products and food in EPS foam products. 
Trash Free Maryland, Blue Water Baltimore and Maryland Sierra Club 
 
Green and Healthy Maryland Amendment  
The right of all Marylanders to a healthy, safe and clean environment would be codified in an amendment to the Maryland 
Constitution.  It would provide a proactive framework that explicitly protects the right to a healthy environment and recognizes 
that environmental rights are human rights held in trust and owed to each successive generation.  It would give standing for 
potential litigants and for impacted communities in general who would have an equal opportunity to defend against 
environmental and health encroachment now and in the future. 
Maryland Environmental Health Network 
 
NOTE:  Ralph Watkins, who is on the LWVMD Board for Voter Services, expresses concerns about the Constitutional 
Amendment aspect of this proposal:  
 

LWVMD has a position in support of "a constitution that is clear, concise and confined to fundamentals." How best to 
protect the environment is a policy question that is very specific in its application.  I don't think the courts are well-equipped 
to decide whether a 30% renewable energy standard is better than a 50% renewable energy standard, but if we have in the 
constitution a broadly-described right to a clear environment, that is the sort of question that is going to be 
litigated.  Within a system built on separation of powers, the choices of particular ways to protect the environment are 
better decided by the legislature.The other problem with defining a right to a clean environment is that all of the other 
rights in our state constitution are limits on the government's power, rather than obligations for action by 
the government.  To protect clean water, we will want local governments to build sewage treatment plants and to have 
inspections of company's water treatment plants. Citizens will have a right to sue under existing law when there 
are violations of already-enacted standards, so a constitutional amendment is not needed to create standing. 
-- Ralph Watkins, LWVMD Board 

 
We will provide information about other relevant topics as legislation is introduced.  The Report to State Circle (RSC) will detail 
the progress of this and other legislation covering water quality, clean energy, and climate change. 
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UNITED NATIONS REPORT: THE LWVUS AT THE UN COP24 CONFERENCE 
by Roxanne Huges-Wheatfield 

"The world, today's children will judge you for how you act in Poland and what you have done…We ask you to stand for 
the good.  Stand for the people.  Now is the time for leadership, not cowardice." – Minister Emmanuel De Guzman, Vice 
Chair, Climate Change Commission, Philippines. 

The primary purpose of the United Nations 24th Conference of the Parties on 
Climate Change (COP24) was to complete a rulebook to implement the Paris 
Agreement.  The Paris Agreement builds upon the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change that was signed in 1992 and entered into force in 
1994.  The agreement essentially brought nations into agreement to "undertake 
ambitious efforts to combat climate change and adapt to its effects" and to 
provide "enhanced support" to help developing nations do the same.  Thus, COP24 
was essential to the success of the Paris Agreement.    

The LWVUS sent observers to COP24, which was held in Katowice, Poland from 
December 2, 2018 to December 14, 2018.  Throughout the conference, the LWVUS 
observers filed daily reports.  According to one observer, the resounding theme 
from the conference was that "state and local communities are an enormous part 
of the solution" and we were encouraged to work with our local towns and 
governments to change environmental policy. It was recommended that we engage in both large and small actions to make a 
difference, including the following: "vote, write op-ed pieces, rabble rouse," etc. that together will help to develop new 
environmental policies.  We were encouraged to consider not buying, especially during this time of year, to avoid single use 
bags when shopping, and to make every effort to use only recycled products (e.g., recycled wood).   

One final thought that was expressed by one observer pointed to the fact that it is not that humans don't have the 
technology or resources needed to radically reduce world-wide greenhouse gas emissions; it is that we do not have the 
will.  The press release from the LWVUS representatives in Poland should make us all very proud.  It can be found 
at https://www.lwv.org/newsroom/press-releases/league-urges-trump-administration-acknowledge-impact-climate-change. 

 
 
 
 

  

 
“It is not that humans 

don’t have the 
technology… to radically 

reduce world-wide 
greenhouse gasses; it is 
that we do not have the 

will.” 

DEATH WITH DIGNITY 
 
Death with Dignity is a priority topic for the League of Women Voters of Maryland. The LWVHC is committing our unit 
meetings for the month of January to discuss the topic and the LWVMD Fact Sheet that has been created to help guide the 
League’s discussion.  
 
We encourage you to read this study, which can be accessed from the electronic version of the Voter by clicking here.  You 
can also find it in our Units section of our webpage, at https://hoco.lwvhowardmd.org/units. This report provides a 
thorough explanation of what Death with Dignity means (and what it does not mean) as well as an overview of Death with 
Dignity legislation. For more information on the topic, you can visit https://www.deathwithdignity.org.  
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The Senators and Delegates elected to represent Howard County will discuss 
the League of Women Voters of Maryland’s 2019 Legislative Priorities. 

The cost to attend is $10, but there is no cost if you bring a dish that will 
serve 8 people.  

Food assignments are based on the first letter of your last name, and are:  
A - F: Breads, muffins, pastries G - N: Main Dishes O - Z: Fruit or salad 

To RSVP, email info@howard.lwvmd.org or call 410-730-0142  
no later than Wednesday, January 2, 2019. 

 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
OF HOWARD COUNTY 

League of Women Voters of Howard County 
5430 Vantage Point Road, Suite C, Columbia, MD  21044 
Phone/Fax:  410-730-0142 
E-mail: info@howard.lwvmd.org 
www.lwvhowardmd.org 
 

Saturday, January 5, 2019 
10:30 am -12:30 pm 

 
St. John’s Episcopal Church  

9120 Frederick Road,  
Ellicott City, MD 21042 

http://stjohnsec.org/ 

STATE LEGISLATIVE  
KICK-OFF BRUNCH 

 

We thank our partners, St. John’s Episcopal Church 
 and the Howard County Historical Society. 
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You are invited to 
 

LWVNCA’s Reception for  
 LWVUS Board and Senior Staff 

 

Friday, January 25th, 2019 6pm - 8pm 
 

The Beacon Hotel Bar & Grill 
1615 Rhode Island Avenue,  

Northwest Washington, DC 20036 
 

Members of local Leagues have a special opportunity to attend a reception to meet the leaders of the National 
League and staff.  The informal reception provides an opportune time to share your ideas and learn more 
about what is happening nationally.  
 
We hope you will join us for lovely evening of League conversations with hors hors d’oeuvres and a cash bar. 
 
Cost is $40 per person.  Mail or Online at lwvnca-reception.eventbrite.com  
 
Make checks payable to: 
League of Women Voters of the National Capital Area, or LWVNCA 
Mail form with check to: Bill Thomas 19365 Cypress Ridge Terrace #301, Leesburg, VA 20176-8432 
 
Questions? Contact Billthomas4@comcast.net 
 
Deadline for receipt of form and check(s) is January 11, 2019 

(Please print and include this portion with your check) 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Name (s): ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Street Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone: ________________________________    Email: ________________________________________ 
 
Local or State League: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of attendees: ____________________   Amount Enclosed ___________________________________ 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF THE   
NATIONAL CAPITAL AREA 
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DON’T FORGET TO VOTE! 
 

NOVEMBER 6, 2018 
 

AT A POLLING STATION NEAR YOU! 
 

YOUR VOTE = YOUR VOICE 

*Snow Date: Feb. 2, 2019.
Check LWVMD.org

if weather is inclement.

LWVMD WINTER WORKSHOP
*Saturday, January 26, 2019*

Wilde Lake Interfaith Center
10431 Twin Rivers Road

Columbia, MD 21044

9:30 am - 2:00 pm 
Workshop fee of $25 (Non-LWV member $30)

9:30 am - 10:00 am     Registration and light breakfast

10:00 am - 11:00 am Concurrent Workshops:
Bail Reform (State Study/Consensus)
NationBuilder Update
Lobbying for Redistricting   

11:15 am - 12:15 pm   Concurrent Workshops:             
Bail Reform (State Study/Consensus)
NationBuilder Update
Lobbying for Redistricting 

12:30 pm- 1:45 pm     Lunch  and Speaker:  
Kim Humphrey, Legislative Council for the ACLU of Maryland Education Program

The Recommendations of the Kirwan Commission

1:45 pm - 2:00 pm       Announcements

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
WINTER WORKSHOP 2019 REGISTRATION FORM

NAME ______________________________________________________________________   

LEAGUE _____________________________________________________________________

Phone ________________________     Email______________________________________ 

Workshop fee  -  $25.00/Non LWV member $30 ______________________________

Donation to the LWVMD Education Fund  ________               ___________
(Or donate on line: Go to http://www.lwvmd.org/join_donate

Mail to: LWVMD, 111 Cathedral Street, Suite 201, Annapolis, MD 21401  

If you or someone you know would like assistance from the Lois Stoner Scholarship Fund for the     
workshop fee, please contact the LWVMD office at 410 269 0232 or by email: lwvmd@verizon.net 

REGISTER ON LINE AT http://www.lwvmd.org/winter_workshop_2019
OR BELOW



 

January 2019 
 

9 

 
 
 
 
  

 
Fundraiser to benefit 

 

The League of Women Voters of Howard County 
 

Tickets are on sale now! 
 

Contact any LWVHC Board Member or visit www.lwvhowardmd.org and use the 
“Donate” button. Tickets will be mailed to you.  

 

OR  
 

Send a check to 
League of Women Voters Howard County 

5430 Vantage Point Road -Suite C 
Columbia, MD 21044 

 

Tickets are: 
1 for $5.00, 3 for $10.00, 6 for $20.00 

 

Drawing will be April 23, 2019 
 

Every ticket is a winner by supporting the League! 
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GIANT FOOD STORE GIFT CARD ORDER FORM 
 
Date: ______________ 
 
Name: __________________________ 
Address: ________________________ 
Telephone: _______________________ 
Email: ___________________________ 
 
I am ordering $ _____ in Giant Gift/debit cards as follows: 
Number of $50 cards:  _______ 
 
My check in the amount of $ _______ is enclosed. 
 
______  I will pick up at the League office. 
______  Please mail my Gift Card(s) (Enclose a self-addressed  

stamped envelope) 
______ Other arrangements (Please contact Sue Buswell) 
 
Please make checks payable to LWVHC 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The League of Women Voters, 
a nonpartisan political 

organization, encourages 
informed and active 

participation in government, 
works to increase 

understanding of major public 
policy issues, and influences 

public policy through 
education and advocacy.  

CONTACT US 
 
Phone/Fax: 
410-730-0142 
info@howard.lwvmd.org 
www.lwvhowardmd.org 


