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CO-PRESIDENT LETTER 
by Betsy Grater and Beth Hufnagel, Co-Presidents 
 

 
 Rally for League priority Clean Energy Jobs Act, Opening Day Rally Jan 9, 2019 

I was privileged to hear Bob Woodward speak in Frederick on January 6. One surprising 
thing I learned was that President Ford received the Profile in Courage Award in 2001 
for pardoning President Nixon back in 1974.  Instead of cutting a deal with his 
predecessor like I had been thinking for decades, Ford was considered courageous by 
the JFK Library Foundation for choosing to damage his own political career for the sake 
of the country’s recovery. So, it’s never too late to change one’s perceptions of political 
acts! (Full disclosure, I voted for Nixon in 1972.) 

It’s winter in Maryland – snow has arrived and so has the 2019 Legislative Session! Our 
legislators were welcomed by a Clean Energy Jobs Act Rally, where we were ably 
represented by a number of Leaguers (see photo above). Another priority this year is 
independent re-districting;  please email redistricting@lwvmd.org to sign up and keep 
in the loop about the many events happening, such as the Public Hearing I attended on 
January14 in Frederick, and the one on January 31 in Montgomery County. 

We had another successful Legislative Kick-off Brunch on Saturday, January 5! Our new 
location at St. John’s Episcopal was convenient and spacious, and lots of volunteers 
pitched in. Almost 100 attendees were there! For more details, see the article below.  

Our membership Directors, Roxanne Hughes-Wheatland and Cheryle Wharton, are 
having fun organizing get-togethers, such as the one at the Union Jack on January 30, 
from 7-8pm. This is a great opportunity for our new members to get acquainted with 
the experienced members in a relaxed setting. 

Keep reading to see Thea Jones’ report on the January Unit Meetings on Death with 
Dignity. Coming up in February is an Environmental Unit Meetings organized by Betsy 
Singer, on February 20, 10 am at Vantage House. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

February 6 
Environmental Summit, 4 pm 
James Senate Office Building 

 
February 7 

Board Meeting, 7 pm 
Oakland Manor 

 
February 13 

Great Decisions, 7 pm 
 

February 14 
LWVHC 73rd Birthday 
LWVUS 99th Birthday 

 
February 18 

President’s Day 
 

February 20 
Unit Meeting, 10 am 

Vantage House 
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2019 LEGISLATIVE KICKOFF REPORT 
by Beth Hufnagel, Co-President 

The LWVHC opened 2019 with our Annual Legislative luncheon – and it was a 
resounding success!  

 It is one of the signature events of the HoCo League to provide a once-a-year 
opportunity for voters to listen to and ask questions of their elected 
representatives, and this year we had high attendance, with about 90 League 
members and their guests participating. We were grateful to use the 
accommodations of our new location for this event, St John’s Episcopal Church in 
Ellicott City, who donated the use of their kitchen and banquet space for our 
event.  

Of the twelve members of Howard County’s delegation to Annapolis, only six 
participated in the panel: State Senator Clarence Lam and Delegates Vanessa 
Atterbeary, Eric Ebersole, Jessica Feldmark, Terri Hill, and Courtney Watson; 
Delegate Shane Pendergrass sent a representative.  

We were happy to host many other county elected officials; County Executive 
Calvin Ball, County Council member Deb Jung, and Board of Education members 
Kirsten Coombs, Vicky Cutroneo, and Mavis Ellis. Also attending were Anne Dodd, 
Chief Judge of the Orphan Court and Sheriff Marcus Harris.  

The American Association of University Women was highly visible, with about 20 
attendees.  Shawn Gladden, Executive Director of the Howard County Historical 
Society, brought a voting registry from the 1800’s for us to examine, complete 
with white gloves to protect it.  

SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES WERE PRESENTED 

The format was a pot-luck brunch, followed by statements by the attending 
elected representatives and a question and answer session.  Valerie Montague, 
our moderator, stressed the LWVMD 2019 Legislative Priorities by asking the 
panelists about their positions on the following three topics:  

• Making Democracy Work - redistricting reform 
• Protecting the Environment - clean renewable energy  
• Promoting Social and Economic Justice - the Kirwan Commission 

recommendations.  

The floor was then opened up to the audience, who completed the hour’s Q&A 
session. 

 

Continued on the following page…  
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2019 LEGISLATIVE KICKOFF REPORT, Continued 

VOLUNTEERS RUN THE LEAGUE! 

Many volunteers were necessary to make the event a success:  Beth Hufnagel was the overall organizer, Thea Jones ran the  
kitchen, Barbara Russell chaired registration and set-up, Shari Glenn developed questions, Valerie Montague facilitated the 
panel, Patricia Laidig and Betsy Grater obtained the venue, Michelle Trotter and Phyllis Cook ran the 50/50 raffle (Susan 
Garner won and generously donated back half her share so the League netted a total of $425), Cheryle Wharton displayed 
our voter-registration materials, Janet Oaks was our timekeeper, and many other people pitched in for set-up and clean-up.  
The plentiful food was contributed by 37 people, and 57 people paid. 

We would like to thank everyone who came, especially our elected officials and all the volunteers who made this event 
possible! 

 
  

  

Left: Beth Hufnagel kicks off the Kickoff. Top right: The Howard County Historical Society had lots of interesting 
information to share. Bottom right: We packed the house!  
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PROGRAM REPORT 
by Thea Jones, Vice President 
IMPORTANT LWVHC PROGRAM ANNOUNCEMENT: There will only be ONE Unit Meeting in February, which will be held on 
Wednesday, February 20, 2019 from 10:00 – 12:00 at Vantage House.  

Don’t miss the February Unit Meeting as Betsy Singer will be leading a discussion on the latest environmental action news in 
the Maryland General Assembly. 

By the time of our February Unit Meeting, important environmental bills will have been introduced in the General Assembly 
and public hearings will have been scheduled. We are very fortunate to have Betsy Singer, our LWVHC Environment Director, 
lead the discussion at the unit meeting. Discussion will include important environmental bills such as those on:  

• Clean Energy Jobs Act  
• Ban on Expanded Polystyrene Foam Food Packaging  
• Forest Conservation  
• Pipeline Safety Act  

Important Note: These priorities will be featured as the Environmental Community Priorities at the Environmental Summit, 
February 6, 2019 from 4-6 p.m. in Annapolis, House Office Building, Room 180. We will be sending out information to 
encourage members to attend the Summit. Senate President Miller and Speaker Busch often attend as well as Senate and 
House committee chairs and environmental champions in the legislature.  

Don’t miss the February Unit Meeting as well as additional local and statewide meetings to show your support for important 
environmental legislation before the Maryland General Assembly!  

Inclement weather information for the 10:00 a.m. meeting at Vantage House:  

• If HCPSS has a late opening, the meeting will be held as scheduled.  
• If HCPSS is closed for students, the meeting will be postponed and rescheduled.  

IMPORTANT UPDATE FROM THE JANUARY 2019 UNIT MEETINGS: 

Death with Dignity Position Statement: The goal of the January Unit Meetings was to determine if the League of Women 
Voters Howard County supported concurrence with the Maryland League of Women Voters’ study on Death with Dignity. 
We were fortunate to have support from both Sally Hunt and Sandy Bjorg from the LWVMD as we prepared for the January 
meetings. They sent study materials as well as additional information that was used in our discussions at both unit meetings. 
We were especially thankful that Sally Hunt was available to lead the presentation at the Wednesday Unit Meeting as she 
was very articulate and knowledgeable in answering questions and expanding on the material in the PowerPoint. Many 
thanks go to Sally and Sandy for their assistance.  

We were also fortunate to have a member of Shane Pendergrass’ staff in attendance at our Thursday meeting and he was able 
to provide additional information about pending changes in the 2019 bill. Once again Senator Pendergrass is proposing this bill 
in the House of Delegates. 

By a unanimous vote, the LWVHC supported concurrence with the LWVUT Death with Dignity position statements and thus 
support for the LWVMD’s request for concurrence. If the LWVMD receives adequate support for concurrence from across the 
state, individual leagues will be able to lobby for the passage of the proposed legislation.  Expect additional information in the 
near future. At the time of this writing, bills were not formally introduced in the House or Senate so please check the Maryland 
government’s website for the current status of the bills. 
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THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS: POSITIONS AND PRIORITIES 
By Krista Threefoot, Director of Internal Communications 

The League of Women Voters is a non-partisan organization. We don’t endorse candidates or political parties – but that doesn’t 
mean we don’t have opinions!  

At the national level, the LWV has adopted official positions, which, in turn, inform the positions of state LWV organizations. In 
Maryland, our League has adopted positions on topics that fall under the following three categories: Government, Natural 
Resources, and Social Policy. *Note: At the LWVHC' s October Unit Meeting the Priority Issues for the LWVUS were reviewed, 
discussed, and suggestions for changes and additions were sent to the LWVUS as requested. This event is an annual event at 
the LWVHS's Fall Unit Meetings.  

To read the State LWVMD positions, use the following links:  

• Government: https://www.lwvmd.org/government_main 
• Natural Resources: https://www.lwvmd.org/natural_resources 
• Social Policy: https://www.lwvmd.org/social_policy_main 

*Note: At the LWVHC's September Unit Meeting the entire meeting was dedicated to reviewing, discussing and suggesting 
additions to the League of Women Voters Maryland 2019 Legislative and Budget Priorities for the upcoming General Assembly. 
The rich discussion resulted in very important additions to the priorities for the LWVMD which were submitted, as requested, 
to the Maryland League for their planning purposes. This activity is an annual event at the LWVHC's Fall Unit Meetings.  
If you would like to learn more about the LWVHC positions for our own community, visit the Program section of our website, 
https://hoco.lwvhowardmd.org/program. And if you are interested in national policy positions, which include voting rights, 
elections, immigration, healthcare reform, and the environment you can visit the national page, https://www.lwv.org.  

Every year, the local LWV Leagues advise the LWVMD Board of Directors on the issues they would like the LWVMD to focus on 
during the Maryland State General Assembly. Based on this local guidance, LWVMD has set the following legislative priorities 
for the current General Assembly. 

Government: Making Democracy Work 

• Redistricting reform 
• Improved voter access & security of election processes 
• Campaign finance reform 

Natural Resources: Protecting the Environment 

• Mitigating climate change 
• Increasing the use of clean renewable energy 
• Ensuring safe water & clean waterways for all  

Social Policy: Promoting Social and Economic Justice 

• Maintaining the safety net for vulnerable populations 
• Providing adequate & equitable PreK-12 public education 
• Providing adequate public transportation 

 

Continued on the following page…  
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THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS: POSITIONS AND PRIORITIES, Continued 
Throughout the year, we provide our members and the general population with information about these issues and where 
candidates stand. We encourage you to attend our unit meetings to learn more about our positions, upcoming legislation, and 
your own thoughts on each issue we address.  

If you want to learn more about the legislation itself, we encourage you to visit the Maryland General Assembly home page, 
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov. You can find a synopsis of all proposed new legislation, hearing schedules, and plenty of other 
information about how the Maryland government operates.  
 
 

 
  

UNDERSTANDING DEATH WITH DIGNITY 
In the program section on page 4, we discussed our decision to support concurrence with the Death with Dignity position 
statements issued by the League of Women Voters of Utah. We would like to provide a little more explanation of what this 
means to LWV members who were unable to participate in the discussion about this important issue.  

First, Death with Dignity, as the LWVUT defines it, is not the same thing as assisted suicide. It refers to situations involving 
medically diagnosed, terminally ill patients suffering irremediably and their right to a peaceful death.  

Our vote from last month’s unit meetings was to show our support for the LWVMD to adopt a Death with Dignity position 
that would read as follows: 

“The League of Women Voters of Maryland believes state laws should grant the option for a terminally ill person to 
request medical assistance from a relevant, licensed physician to end one’s life. The League of Women Voters of 
Maryland believes such legislation should include safeguards against abuse for the dying and/or medical personnel.” 

If an adequate number of local LWV organizations join us in our support for concurrence, the LWVMD will adopt the 
position statement written above.  

We are addressing this issue now because Senator William Smith and Delegate Shane Pendergrass will be introducing the 
End of Life Option act this session. If you are interested in showing support for this bill, our Lobby Day is Tuesday, 
January 29, at 10:00 am. (The bill will also be introduced on this date.)   
 

VALENTINE’S DAY APPEAL 
Did you know that the LWVHC was born on Valentine’s Day 73 years ago? In honor of 
our anniversary, we’re asking our members to make a generous gift to support our 
efforts to make democracy work in Howard County, Maryland, and the United States. 
Our dues only cover so much and are divided between our local league, LWVMD, and 
the national league. Donations from our Valentine’s Day appeal enable us to maintain 
our programs and events while providing important information about the issues that 
affect us every day. Your letter is in the mail, and  
We hope you can do even more to help us reach our goals!   
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LWVMD WINTER WORKSHOP REPORT 
By Michelle Trotter, Director of Fundraising 

On Saturday, January 26, 2019, the LWVMD hosted 
our 2019 Winter Workshop.  

Kim Humphrey of the ACLU Maryland was the 
keynote speaker.  She presented important 
information about the Kirwan Commission on 
Innovation and Excellence in Education. The Kirwan 
Commission was created by legislation in 2016, and 
is chaired by William “Brit” Kirwan, Chancellor 
Emeritus of the University System of Maryland. The 
job of the commission was to analyze funding 
adequacy and educational best practices and then 
make recommendations for policy, funding, and 
programs that will ensure all Maryland children have 
the education they need to succeed.  

Ms. Humphrey presented an analysis of funding 
adequacy gaps and provided recommendations to 
meet educational standards.  The Commission 
recommends beginning with the Pre-K age group. 
Humphrey states that according to the Kirwin Commission, as a top priority, full day school should be provided for low 
income 3- and 4-year old children. Studies show that access to early education is one of the most fundamental predictors of 
future academic success. They also proposed tutoring struggling learners in grades K-3, because studies have also shown that 
it is critical for students to achieve on grade level by the time they enter fourth grade. 

A few key points which Humphrey highlighted include providing high quality teachers and leaders by modeling high-
performing countries, increasing teacher salaries and providing more classroom training for teachers.   

Another recommendation is to facilitate the path for career and college. A recommended strategy is to have students ready 
by 10th grade to enter college or certification program.  Humphrey went on to discuss adding funding to schools 
concentrated in poverty, more services for trauma and mental health. She described the Community Schools approach to 
education, where teacher address a holistic view of children’s needs.  Examples include providing more health-related 
services and food banks at schools.  Humphrey discussed governance to provide oversight.  

Despite these recommendations, funding has been significantly delayed. However, an interim report has been prepared to 
propose for Fall 2019 and the Appropriation Committee has a pending bill to pass $200-$325 million “bridge” for FY 2020 
contingent on funding.   
 
 

 
  

Kim Humphrey, of the ACLU Maryland, speaks about academic 
recommendations from the Kirwan Commission 

SPECIAL REQUEST – QUICK TURNAROUND PLEASE 
Survey Request from the LWV of the National Capital Area: The LWVNCA is seeking input from the LWVHC for their 2019 
-2021 Program Planning. An email has been sent to all LWVHC members asking that they review the request and respond 
by February 2, 2019, 8:00 p.m. We regret this quick turnaround but since we will not have a Unit Meeting before their 
February 15th deadline, we are seeking input via email. Please check your email for this important request and send your 
suggestions to Thea Jones via email at tjones89@comcast.net 
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GIANT FOOD STORE GIFT CARD ORDER FORM 
 
Date: ______________ 
 
Name: __________________________ 
Address: ________________________ 
Telephone: _______________________ 
Email: ___________________________ 
 
I am ordering $ _____ in Giant Gift/debit cards as follows: 
Number of $50 cards:  _______ 
 
My check in the amount of $ _______ is enclosed. 
 
______  I will pick up at the League office. 
______  Please mail my Gift Card(s) (Enclose a self-addressed  

stamped envelope) 
______ Other arrangements (Please contact Sue Buswell) 
 
Please make checks payable to LWVHC 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The League of Women Voters, 
a nonpartisan political 

organization, encourages 
informed and active 

participation in government, 
works to increase 

understanding of major public 
policy issues, and influences 

public policy through 
education and advocacy.  

CONTACT US 
 
Phone/Fax: 
410-730-0142 
info@howard.lwvmd.org 
www.lwvhowardmd.org 


