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FROM OUR CO-PRESIDENTS
Dear League Members,
The willingness of our Board and all the other impressive volunteers contributing
to the accomplishment of our mission is on display as we enter the run up to the
midterm elections. Members of our League are working relentlessly on the
compilation, printing and distribution of the Voter’s Guide and also a series of
forums which will present Baltimore County candidates for the County
Executive, County Council and Board of Education. Spearheading much of this
work is Jen Haire and the Program Committee, Barbara Crain who chairs our Voter Services Committee
and Judith Miller, chair of the Education Committee. We are also grateful for contributions dedicated to
the support for production of the Voter’s Guide, including $500.00 from Howard Bank and $200.00 from
the Resident’s Council at Charlestown Retirement Community.
To date we are planning a County Executive Forum to be held on the east side of the County prior to the
Primary. The forum will feature all the candidates, both Democrat and Republican. Separate forums will
be held for the Board of Education candidates providing there are more than two in a Councilmanic
District. These forums will be held within the District and will precede the Primary on June 27th. Once the
primary is held and we know the final candidates another series of forums will be held. Needed are
additional volunteers to assist in several roles essential to run a quality event. Please let one of the copresidents know if you are interested in volunteering for such assignments, among others, as sorting
questions, greeting guests, and time keeping.
We continue our regular activities such as voter registration, consensus meetings, program planning, and
other educational activities. Our relevance increases with our visibility, our non-partisan philosophy, and
our devotion to education. League members are speaking out on important issues when we have achieved
consensus. a profoundly democratic process with knowledge and fairness at its core. Because of our recent
program planning meetings with our membership, we have notified LWVUS that our local League
endorses the elements of the Making Democracy Work campaign and ask that part of the LWVUS agenda
focuses on abolishing the Electoral College in order to achieve the goal of one person one vote.
Furthermore, we plan to review our action agenda for editing and updating.
We are at many crossroads regarding the law and policies of every level of government. The League of
Women Voters has the history and reputation to have a positive effect in decisions and changes that will
shape the future. It is up to each of us to contribute to this laudable effort.
Your Co-Presidents,

Camille Wheeler and Camille Marx
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LWVMD
LWVMD continues to testify on issues like protecting our forests by creating
stricter deforestation guidelines (HB 766), creating a task force to study and
correct issues dealing with Medicaid (SB 878), and banning expanded polystyrene
(EPS) foam food packaging (HB 538)! Additional testimony will be posted
throughout the session at http://www.lwvmd.org/testimony
Very soon Congressional Districts – Standards (HB 1022) will come for a vote. It
calls for a state constitutional amendment mandating the same standards for
Congressional districts that are in place for Legislative Districts. This bill has bi-partisan support and if
passed, would provide a basis for challenging wildly drawn districts in court. Currently, the Maryland
Constitution has no requirements for the shape of Congressional Districts. LWVMD agrees that
Congressional Districts should consist of adjoining territory, be compact in form and substantially equal
in population, and have due regard to natural boundaries and the boundaries of political subdivisions (such
as towns, cities, and counties.) Please contact your Delegate to support HB 1022.

LWV BALTIMORE COUNTY
COMMITTEES AND REPOR TS
PROGRAMMING AND EVENTS
CONSENSUS MEETINGS WRAPUP - LWVMD PRIMARY ELECTION STUDY
Betsy Sexton
Thirty-eight members participated in a total of four consensus meetings on the State League study of
Maryland’s Primary Election system. We met in two sessions – one in November and one in January –
so that we could have thorough discussions of this complex topic. Should we open our primaries to the
growing number of unaffiliated voters? Should Maryland move from a plurality vote-counting system
where the candidate with the most votes wins, or should we require a majority to win, as some states and
jurisdictions do? These are two of the many questions we considered.
The State League study committee will now combine/tabulate the consensus reports of all Maryland local
Leagues. In late spring we will learn whether we have to create a new position favoring more open
primaries, a move away from the plurality vote tabulation or changes that would give non-principal parties
and non-affiliated candidates easier access to the ballot.
Thank you to Laurie Davis, Judy Miller, Neilson Andrews and Angie Beltram for all their hard work
making this consensus process go smoothly!
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MEMBERSHIP
MOVING FORWARD WITH OUR MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Theresa A. Lawler, Chair

As a result of brainstorming during the initial Membership Committee meeting held January 4, 2018,
several goals were identified for Committee action, including but not limited to: review how prospective
members are identified; review how new members are identified and incorporated into our rolls, review
how new members are welcomed to the organization (what information do they receive regarding LWV
of Baltimore County members and activities); what do we currently do to mentor/help new members
identify activities that may be of interest to them and committees that need volunteers; how do we
communicate with the membership in general; what activities do we schedule annually to allow members
to meet and mingle with one another; and most importantly, what can we do to increase membership with
a focus on improving diversity: gender, age and ethnic backgrounds, including identifying other
organizations to which we belong that may be a source for more members or assist in achieving our goals.
Committee members recognized there is a lot of work to do and look forward to finding ways to achieve
our goals. The February meeting was canceled due to inclement weather and the next Membership meeting
is scheduled for 12:45 pm Thursday, April 5, 2018 in the Conference Room of the LWV of Baltimore
County office (Room 211, 6600 York Road, Baltimore). Anyone interested in joining the Committee is
welcome. Please bring a brown bag lunch. Any ideas or suggestions for consideration by the Membership
Committee are welcome. Please email Terri Lawler at: talawler@gmail.com.

SEIZING OPPORTUNITIES!
Theresa A. Lawler, Membership Chair

One of the goals recently identified by the Membership Committee is to increase membership with an
emphasis on improving diversity: gender, age and ethnic backgrounds. During our last meeting,
Committee members brainstormed about ways LWV members can use other organizations to which we
may belong to solicit new LWV members or obtain assistance in achieving Committee goals. Many LWV
members also sit on other Boards or are active in other organizations. Because of discussions from that
meeting, I approached contacts I have from serving on the Towson University Foundation Board.
I was delighted to learn that Towson University offers an undergraduate Marketing Class called
“Marketing for Nonprofit Organizations”. This class is taught by Prof. Rodney Stump, who has over 20
years of Marketing experience, including marketing for non-profits. Introductions to Prof. Stump and
conversations with him resulted in an opportunity for us to be one of two non-profits that will be the
subject of his Spring class
On February 12, 2018, Barbara Crain, Jen Haire, Betsy Sexton and I met with Prof. Stump and his class
and provided them with a brief overview of our organization and answered questions from students about
our goals. Prof. Stump advised us that his class would be divided into approximately 4 to 5 smaller groups
of 3 – 5 students; two groups would be assigned to LWV of Baltimore County and the others to Volunteers
of America Chesapeake. We were advised that one of the student groups assigned to us will prepare a
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Cont’d)
distribution plan to distribute Voter Guides for the 2018 Elections (Primaries and General) and implement
Vote 411 (on-line voter guide covering local and statewide elections). The other group assigned to us will
develop a marketing plan to increase membership with a focus on achieving greater diversity.
(SEIZING OPPORTUNITIES!

Prof. Stump explained that his students are expected to complete two interim assignments that will lead
to a formal marketing campaign proposal. First, they must provide a situational analysis and abbreviated
marketing audit; second, they are required to evaluate and project a target audience. As their final exam,
the students are required to submit a written campaign proposal (including proposed campaign, time frame
for implementation and budget) which is summarized orally to us on May 14, 2018. The students were
enthusiastic and asked excellent questions. While the outcome remains to be seen and we are not bound
by the recommendations that may be made, we feel this is a “win-win” for all! The Towson students have
an opportunity to develop a plan for a highly regarded non-profit organization that is facing real
challenges. Our League is obtaining valuable input from young people that may assist us in achieving
important goals.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE
MANY COMPETE IN BOARD OF EDUCATION RACES
Judy Miller and Betsy Sexton
After a slow start all seven councilmanic districts have competitive races for the Board
of Education position. This is the first year that Baltimore County citizens will have the
privilege of voting for Board of Education candidates. Four additional candidates will
be appointed by the Governor from a list of candidates submitted by the School Board
Nominating Commission which will vet those seeking appointment. The Governor must
make his decision from the list submitted by the Commission.
Our League is planning candidate forums in the four districts in which three or more candidates are
running in the Primary Election. In the three districts where only two candidates are running, both
candidates will automatically be placed on the ballot for the general election. A total of 29 candidates are
running with two candidates in districts 2, 5, and 6; three running in district 7; six running in districts 1
and 4 and eight running in district 3. All Board of Education candidates will be running on a non-partisan
basis. All voters—even those not registered in one of the two major parties--can vote for Board of
Education candidates even in the primaries. Separate ballots will be provided to these voters at their
polling places.
The education committee worked hard to publicize the new system to the County’s residents and to
encourage interested citizens to either file to run or to apply for possible appointment. An article in the
February 27th online edition of the Baltimore Sun mentioned League’s efforts and quoted Judy Miller, the
education committee chairperson, who said, “We (LWVBC) hope it’s an honestly competitive race and
that these candidates are all people who are concerned about the quality of education for our county….We
hope this will draw attention to the Board of Education.”
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(Bd. Of Ed Races, Cont’d)
The Education Committee is still concerned that many citizens are still unaware of this change of how the
Board of Education for Baltimore County Public Schools will now be selected. The LWV Education
Committee urges all members to help inform their families and friends about this change and encourage
them to be sure to vote for a Board of Education candidate. This race will be listed last on the ballot.
Information about the candidates will be available in the forthcoming candidates’ meetings and voters’
guides.

SCHOOL BOARD NOMINATING COMMISSION UPDATE
The School Board Nominating Commission meetings are open to the public. Meetings are being held in
Building E, at BCPS Greenwood campus. Remaining meeting dates are: April 2, May 7, August 6,
September 14, October 1. More details were in the February/March Voter.

BOARD OF EDUCATION PUBLIC FORUM: SUPERINTENDENT
Judy Miller
The Board of Education of Baltimore County (Board) is seeking public input relating to the next
permanent superintendent of Baltimore County Public Schools.
The forum will be held on Tuesday, March 13, 2018, from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m., at George Washington
Carver Center for Arts and Technology, 938 York Road, Towson, Maryland, 21204. Speaker sign up
will be from 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. Each speaker will be allotted up to 3 minutes (depending on the number of
speakers) to present their comments. The public forum will end at 8:30 p.m. Stakeholders will also have
the opportunity to send comments electronically via the BCPS website beginning Wednesday March 7,
2018.
The Board is interested in hearing from the public as to the desired traits, characteristics, and priorities of
the next superintendent who will lead the 25th largest school system in the nation. This forum is not
intended to be an opportunity to discuss the current interim superintendent, but, instead, to seek input on
the desired qualities of the next permanent superintendent.
The school system is committed to accessible communication with its stakeholders. The forum will be
live-streamed and can be viewed on the BCPS website.

VOTERS’ SERVICE
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OF FURTHER INTEREST
BOOK CLUB:
Our next book is highly recommended but long, so we’re allowing plenty of reading time. We’ll meet
Wednesday, March 28 at 7:30 at Betsy Sexton’s home. Email Betsy esexton2009@gmail.com for
directions or information. Everyone is welcome!
March 1917: On the Brink of War and Revolution by Will Englund
Wilson was determined to move America away from the isolationism that had defined
the nation’s foreign policy since its inception and to embrace an active role in shaping
world affairs. Yet America remained a Jim Crow nation, and African Americans had
their own struggle to pursue. American women were agitating for the vote and a
greater role in society, and labor strife was rampant. Tsar Nicholas II abdicates the
Russian throne, ending a three-centuries-long dynasty and plunging his country into
a new era of uncertainty. A riveting history of the month that transformed the world’s
greatest nations as Russia faced revolution and America entered World War I.

WATCH FOR THIS:
In the Spring we will host a forum in eastern Baltimore County for County Executive candidates
and also host regional candidate forums for Baltimore County Board of Education candidates in
Councilmanic districts where candidates will be on Primary Election ballots: Districts 1, 3, 4, 7.
Background: In Councilmanic Districts where fewer than 3 candidates are running for Board of Ed
positions no candidates will be on the Primary Ballot. Their two-candidate election race will
be in Nov.

SAVE THE DATERenowned Pulitzer Prize winning journalist and author of March 1917: On the Brink of War and
Revolution Will Englund, has accepted our invitation to speak at our annual meeting luncheon.
Saturday, June 2, 12- - 3 p.m.
Country Club of Maryland
1101 Stevenson Lane, Towson, MD
Watch for more in the May Voter.
(We will be in the indoor dining room.)

LWV BALTIMORE COUNTY WELCOMES OUR NEWEST MEMBER

Nancy Rini
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COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU
Bravo to all members who attended the January Winter Workshop:
Camille Marx, Camille Wheeler, Judy Miller, Barbara Crain, Phyllis
Lansing,
Muriel Rafe-Goins, Terri Lawler, Jen Haire, Sue and Joe Garonzyk

IN HONOR OF WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH…
WARRIORS: Revolutionary Women Fighting for their Rights, their Communities, and their Lives
Throughout 2018, ELLE Magazine will partner with the Fuller Project for International Reporting, a
journalism team that reports on the world through a woman's lens. This year-long editorial project
highlights women in other cultures who have persevered through adversity seeking to change the world
around them. http://alturl.com/echwh
#NeverthelessShePersisted.
These now-famous words were uttered by Senator Mitch McConnell trying to silence Senator Elizabeth
Warren, “She had appeared to violate the rule. She was warned. She was given an explanation.
Nevertheless, she persisted." #NeverthelessShePersisted, #MeToo, #IWillSpeakUp, #WomensMarch and
even #HowIWillChange posted by men supporting women who have been sexually harassed, are only a
few of Twitter support for women’s rights.
Women Who Move Maryland
In its February issue, Baltimore Magazine published Women Who Move Maryland. It’s very likely you
will recognize many of these dynamic women. http://alturl.com/sw2e8
International Women’s Day 2018 March 8, 2018
The event and tradition began with the first National Women's Day, February 28,1909,
with the US garment workers’ strike in New York. Its roots are in campaigning for better
pay and voting rights for women. Now it is aimed at inspiring females across the world
and is supported and endorsed by the UN. The theme this year is #PressforProgress. In
1975 the United Nations began celebrating on March 8 to endorse gender equality and the social,
economic and political empowerment of women.
"Achieving gender equality and empowering women and girls is the unfinished business of
our time, and the greatest human rights challenge in our world."
— UN Secretary-General, António Guterres
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Voices from our League

Voices from LWV Baltimore County
Congratulations to our League local heroes who have reached lifetime status; Each has been a League
member for 50+ years. Several of these remarkable women took time to respond to our survey to relate
their experiences with the league, the accomplishments, connections, and difference LWV makes. Their
insights and wisdom are included in this month’s Voter.
We thank them for taking time to respond.

Lifetime Members
Ethel Berney
Carolyn Fitzgerald
Katherine Stierhoff

Elizabeth Fetter
Sarajane Goodman
Aurelia Burt

Considering what you’ve experienced, what
are the best ways for League members to
make a difference in our democracy?
Elizabeth To league members and all citizens,
the best way to make a difference is through
personal contact with legislators and their aides.
Carolyn If LWV worked to ban assault weapons
in Baltimore County and Maryland, we would
have thousands ready to work with us for a ban.
Register voters, especially new citizens, as we
are doing. Meet with legislators, council people,
office holders, etc. Continue with our Voters’
Guides. Run for office!

Sheila Buchdahl
Judy Miller
Sheila Meyers

Kitty Become involved!! Speak out with your
family and friends about the importance of
understanding the issues and voting. Find the
issue that interests you the most and join that
committee and be active.
Repeated responses 1. Speak up. Get involved.
Build contacts with elected officials. 2. As
individuals give money to candidates of your
choice. 3. Promote voting – especially among
young voters. 4. Assist schools in the teaching of
civics. 5. Push states to mandate civics
curriculum and include in state testing. 6.
Specific projects are important to grow the
league membership and make a difference.

Ethel We need a diverse active membership to
reflect the times we live.
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The long time between a study,
position adoption, and its passage
by legislature requires difficult to
maintain patience.
Judy

What issue, study, or LWV accomplishment
do you most remember?
Kitty My particular area of interest was Low
Income Housing and I chaired that committee for
LWV. I partnered with Ruth Chrystal from the
City LWV to form the City/County Housing
Committee and later the Baltimore County
Housing Coalition. We had several large
meetings with legislators and other housing
organizations as well as go-see trips. I
represented LWV on the Thompson v HUD
Advisory Counsel.
Carolyn The Ladies of the League in Oshkosh,
Wisconsin went to the mayor to demand he issue
Bonds to install a sewer system. This was prior
I’ve met the most WONDERFUL,
to 1946. There were cess pools in the city of
SMARTEST, NICEST people through
40,000! The LWV of State College, PA found a
the League, as well as LEARNED so
room and started a public library with volunteers.
much. Thank you LWV!!
Prior to 1953 this town had no public library.
Sarajane Starting with our Speaker series, held
at Towson University. It was a subscription
series with wonderful speakers – so was a great
outreach to the public as well as a good
fundraiser, and way to get Leaguers involved.
Now there are lots of speaker’s series: just like
the Presidential debates, also started by LWV.

March-April 2018

The basic issue involved transparency, citizen
input and citizen access. LWVBC wanted a fully
elected but our delegates - some - insisted on the
hybrid with a Commission. Though it passed in
2014 and was not implemented until 2018
election, giving public time to forget about it.
Passage caused the Board to be a bit more
transparent event thought the election has yet to
occur. Whether the election will be successful
still remains to be see as with the effects of hybrid
board.
Elizabeth The study of solid waste. This is an
ongoing issue for our society, and we are
continuing to grapple with it. Recycling is one
way to reduce the amount we discharge to our
landfills.
Ethel The study on Russia and making Baltimore
County a Charter is most remembered.

Low Income Housing
Bond issues
Speaker Series
Study of Solid Waste
Recycling
Study on Russia
Board of Education Hybrid
Public Library

Judy Issue: Changing the Baltimore County
Board of Ed from wholly appointed to a hybrid
Board with 7 elected and 4 appointed members.
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How has League membership affected your
life?

Ethel I’ve become much more interested in
everyday politics.

Judy I have moved a number of times and have
always found a “home’ in each community’s
LWV. Many, many of my dearest friends have
come from the ranks of Leagues in the cities in
which I’ve lived.

Kitty I was a young wife with four small children
when a neighbor took be to my first LWV
meeting. There I met an outstanding group of
strong, articulate and knowledgeable women
who changed my life. I finally had something
besides babies and housekeeping to think about.
I agreed to help out in the office and set up a
volunteer program to cover the phone and get the
Newsletter out. This expanded as time went on
and I took on organizing and keeping track of
membership and financial matters as well as
often taking on board positions. This then
became a real job and I was hired and worked at
the office for 30 years. The most interesting part
of my job was the phone calls. I quickly learned
everything I could about the County and the State
legislature and the various county positions and
activities. The phone calls covered a bit of
everything from people wanting to know how to
register to harassing calls. Not everybody liked
our positions. I got to know everything that was
going on in the county and was kept up to date by
our outstanding board members. It wasn’t just a
job, it was an education. I quickly learned that if
a Leaguer told you she was going to do
something, you could count on it.

Carolyn In 1961 I moved to Old Riderwood,
Walnut Hill Lane. Since I had 8 children under
the age of 13 the Ruxton Chapter met at my house
many times. Fine for me- no babysitter. At that
time there were 40 in the Ruxton league and
many times we would have 15-20 at the meeting.
Perhaps in those days women didn’t feel a need
for an exciting satisfying career?
Sarajane …by educating me to how to get things
done and how government works. Even being on
the LWV Board helped me help other boards run
better!
Elizabeth It has deepened my awareness of our
political processes and how assorted issues
dovetail. I appreciate conversing with league
members as they tend to be articulate and well
informed.

I’ve met the most WONDERFUL, SMARTEST,
NICEST people through the League, as well as
LEARNED so much. Thank you LWV!!
Sarajane
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Hosted by the League of Women Voters of Maryland, Inc., & League of Women Voters Prince George
County

Tuesday, May 15, 2018
Join us for a Tour of History, Fun & Adventure!

Come to the shore and celebrate centuries of legendary local ladies. Discover Harriett Tubman who led
scores of people to freedom on the Underground Railroad. Then mosey on down to the home of Phoebe
Anne Mosey, who shot her way to stardom as sharpshooter Annie Oakley. Bea Arthur, a Cambridge
native, served as an early United States Marine, later becoming a comedienne serving up laughter as our
favorite Golden Girl.
Meet your local step-on guide at the Dorchester County/Sailwinds Visitor Center and then wind through
the picturesque rural landscape on Maryland’s Eastern Shore exploring the childhood, teen and young
adult years of Harriet Tubman’s life. Visit the 1800’s general store which was the site of her first act of
defiance. Hear stories about her life as a slave, her family and escapes along the Underground Railroad
in this area. Visit the Harriett Tubman Underground Railroad Visitor Center. Tour downtown Cambridge
including Pine Street, Freedom House/Black House, Annie Oakley, Bea Arthur, Courthouse, High Street
and Long Wharf (slave trading sites).

See Next Page for Details
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True Grit Tour Details
Bus Options:
Baltimore - Meet at 6:45 am at Greenspring Shopping Center Parking Lot, 2801 Smith Avenue,
Baltimore, MD 21209
Annapolis - Meet at 7:45 am at Riva Road Park and Ride
Lunch - will be included at the Portside Restaurant in Downtown Cambridge, MD with your preselected choice of grilled chicken breast or traditional Eastern Shore crab cake. Vegetarian meal also
available.
***Tour package includes local step-on guide for a full day of touring, basic guide gratuity, Harriett
Tubman Underground Railroad sites, donation/admission to Bucktown Village Store, lunch, meal tax
and gratuity, guide gratuity, round trip motor coach transportation via Superior Tours and driver
gratuity.
Dinner - will be on your own at Cracker Barrel in Stevensville, MD

You may choose to make a $40 deposit at this time and pay the full amount of $140 by April 14th to
finalize your ticket purchase and reserve your seat.
Questions? Contact Carolyn Hetterick (410-935-5925) & Joyce Duckett at
truegrittour@lwvmd.org
Reservation Form for True Grit: Legendary Ladies of the Chesapeake
Tuesday, May 15, 2018
Name________________________________________________ League________________________________
Email:________________________________________ Cell Phone#___________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________
City:________________________________________
Board bus: Baltimore________

State:______________ Zip:____________________

Annapolis ________

Special needs or Dietary restrictions______________________________________________________________
ENTRÉE CHOICE: Grilled Chicken ______

Eastern Shore Crab Cake ______ Vegetarian_______

Amount enclosed: $_______________
Mail checks to LWVMD, 111 Cathedral Street, Suite 201, Annapolis, MD 21401 OR pay
online at http://www.lwvmd.org/true_grit_tour
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LWV BALTIMORE COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 2017-2018
Co-Presidents: Camille Marx, Camille Wheeler
1st Vice President: Neilson Andrews
2nd Vice President: Jennifer Haire
Secretary, Website: Sheila Maleson
Treasurer: Betsy Sexton
Elected Directors:
Barbara Crain, Barbara Ensor, Leslie Grant, Karin Kinzel,
Barbara Hopkins, Theresa Lawler, Caroline Seamon,
Ralph Rigger, Barbara Simmons
Newsletter/Communications: Sharalyn Luciani
Office Manager: Wilma Rosenberger

Not a member yet? Join today!
• Call the office:
410.377.8046
• Visit:
www.lwwbaltimore.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

League of Women Voters of Baltimore County
6600 York Road, Suite 211
Baltimore, MD 21212
Return service requested.

LEAGUE OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Friday 10a.m.-1p.m.
Office Manager, Wilma Rosenberger
410.377.8046
lwvbaltimore@comcast.net
www.lwvbaltimore.org
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