
   

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
of PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY, MD 

Newsletter 
January-February 2015 

Mission: The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages 
informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major 

public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy. 

 

Message from the President 
Happy New Year!  I want to thank the Officers and Chairs, members and advisors for the League 
of Women Voters of Prince George’s County for your commitment and dedication.  Last year 
was a memorable year for LWVPGC in that we became an “official local league” of the LWV.  
We are also looking forward to climbing higher in 2015.  Some of our goals for 2015 consist of 
growing the membership, registering voters and educating the public on issues in Prince 
George’s County.   

Come to our meeting scheduled for March 21, 2015 at Collington Episcopal Life Community, 
10450 Lottsford Road, Mitchellville, MD  20721 at 9:30 a.m. to learn what legislation is in 
Annapolis that will impact you.  Also, join us for LWVMD Legislative Day in Annapolis on 
March 5, 2015. 

We WELCOME our new members.  I encourage all to be advocates and spread the word about 
the League of Women Voters. From the desk of Joyce Starks, President LWVPGC 

 

Calendar of upcoming events: opportunities to educate and advocate: 

February:  Black History Month. Make time for a visit to Prince George's African American 
Museum & Cultural Center; more details at www.pgaamcc.org. 

February 14  Celebrate the 95th birthday of the League of Women Voters of the U.S. 

February 21: LWVPGC Membership meeting at 9:30 a.m. at the Country Club at Woodmore, 
12320 Pleasant Prospect Rd, Mitchellville MD.  Send suggestions for LWVPGC program 2015-
16 to Jacqueline Baker-Norris, Norris_jacqueline@hotmail.com.  

February 24: Forum sponsored by LWVMD and Chesapeake College, Wye Mills, 9:30-3 p.m.: 
The Future is Now: Dealing with Rising Seas on Maryland's Shores.  More here  or see 
attachment. 

March 11: Legislative Day, Annapolis, 8-1. More here or see attachment. 

March 21: LWVPGC Membership meeting at 9:30 a.m. at Collington Episcopal Life 
Community, 10450 Lottsford Road, Mitchellville, MD. Learn what legislation is in Annapolis 
that will impact you.  
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May 18: LWVPGC Annual meeting, 10 a.m., location TBD. 

May 30-31: LWVMD State convention. 

Reports  
Voter’s Guide  Dorothy Ginter led the team that prepared an informative and sought after 
Voter’s Guide for the Primary and General elections in PG County. Thanks for the hard work of 
formulating questions, gathering the responses and making them widely available. 

Polling Place Evaluations    About 12 LWVPGC members conducted over 90 Polling Place 
Evaluations during Early Voting and on Election Day, using questionnaires provided by the 
Board of Elections. This volunteer effort helps maintain our free and fair elections while 
providing funds for our local League. One invigorated member wrote, “It is such a great 
experience and I was again struck at the number of committed poll workers and election judges 
that serve our county too!” 

Forum on Question J   This Forum consisted of a panel discussing the merits of the election 
ballot Question J, which proposed the extension of term limits for the PG County Executive and 
Council Members from two to three terms. The Question was defeated in the General Election by 
a narrow margin. 

November 15 LWVPG meeting, Collington.  At our monthly meeting on November 15, 
Brooke Harper of the Chesapeake Climate Action Network addressed “Environmental Issues in 
Maryland.” Currently energy for Marylanders is produced through nuclear plants (35%), natural 
gas (16%) and coal fired (44%) power plants, with renewables a negligible amount. The air 
pollution from coal fired power plants, coupled with ozone pollution, impacts the public health, 
as evidenced by the number of premature births, and asthma-related hospital admissions and 
emergency room visits. Climate change has enhanced risks from sea level rise and unusually 
extreme weather, with a disproportionate impact upon the poor and minorities. Some remedies 
are in place, such as the Maryland Offshore Wind Energy Act; the Maryland Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Act, which requires a 25% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2020; and the 
Cool Counties Agreement, committing to halt the growth of greenhouse gas emissions by 2010, 
and to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 80 percent below 2006 levels by 2050. EmPOWER 
directs Maryland utilities to reduce per capita electricity usage to 15% below 2007 levels by 
2015. Our current action plan is committed to renewable power sources of 40% by 2015. 

December 6 LWVPGC meeting, Collington: Maryland Senator Joan Clayton Benson (District 
24, Prince George’s County) spoke passionately about the role of women in the legislature. Her 
current legislative priorities are pay equity and improvement of child support enforcement. She 
encourages more young women to be involved in the political process to be sure women’s issues 
are on the political agenda. Generally, women are not interested in a power grab but want to get 
the job done. Unfortunately, potential candidates wait to be asked to run and have difficulty 
raising money. Women’s groups need to cooperate better to foster candidates and the political 
parties need to do a better job of recruiting women candidates. We should insist on a seat at the 
table: “There is nothing you can’t do!”  
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Senator Benson sees the biggest issues in the upcoming Assembly session as funding for the new 
hospital in Largo, building of the Purple Line, acquisition of the FBI headquarters in Greenbelt 
or Landover, public education, and economic development around the Metro stations, and 
cleanup of the Anacostia River. 

January 17 LWVPGC meeting, Collington.  A lively and informed panel presented the three-
pronged redistricting issue in Maryland. 

 Joe Gaskin, a founder of the Maryland Alliance for Election Integrity (MAEI) spoke of the need 
for careful planning and education of the voters before future redistricting takes place. After the 
2010 Census, different groups joined to draw the district boundaries, creating safe districts for 
incumbents, which discourages new leadership and fair government and makes it harder for 
younger leaders with vision.  

Nancy Soreng, for the Advocacy Team of LWVMD, spoke of our League initiative to Tame the 
Gerrymander and change the broken unfair system now controlled by those in power. District 
boundaries should be drawn by a Citizens Commission, with compact and contiguous districts of 
equal populations. LWVMD has asked the Governor to appoint a Task Force to establish 
standards and to hold public hearing after the maps are drafted, not before. (LWVMD Legislative 
and Budget Priorities for 2015 can be found here: http://www.lwvmd.org/n/node/11140.  

Aisha Braveboy, former delegate from PG County, explained how County Council districts are 
determined: after the Council proposes new district lines, the Maryland Assembly can accept, 
amend or draw new plans. And although there is no law governing the process, school district 
lines are approved by the Assembly as a local bill presented by the County Council through PG 
delegates. The speakers and the attendees all agreed that there is a need for education and 
advocacy before the redistricting process takes place after the census in 2020. The time to start is 
now. 

Stay Informed 

• Prince George’s County Board of Education: http://www1.pgcps.org/. A well-organized 
wealth of information, including links to videos of past meetings, statistics, and district maps. 

• Prince George’s County: http://www2.princegeorgescountymd.gov. A newly revised website 
with many links. 

• League of Women Voters of Maryland: http://www.lwvmd.org. Contains list of contacts for 
legislators and other state government officials, as well as information about our current 
priority issues. 

• Keep up with the Maryland General Session by subscribing to Report from State Circle, 
available at LWV Maryland | League of Women Voters.   

Member and Chapter News 
• Have you renewed your membership for 2014-2015? A membership form can be found here. 
• LWVPGC has a new address: 

League of Women Voters of Prince George’s County 
P.O. Box 266 
Oxon Hill MD 20750 
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• We extend our condolences to member Sarah Cavitt, whose husband died Jan. 6. 

Contact Us 
President Joyce Starks                     301-943-8238 joycestarks@aol.com  
Vice President Jacqueline Norris 

Baker  
 norris_jacqueline@hotmail.com 

Secretary Atari Muhammad  ahm130@gmail.com 
Treasurer Barbara Taha                   301-567-9142 barbarataha@msn.com  
Newsletter Editor Bessie Carrington   301-925-7335 luckybeez@comcast.net  
Election Forums, Co-
Chair 

Gloria Johnson  gjlaw75@aol.com 

Election Forums, Co-
Chair 

Tammie Norman   301-627-3527 tan525@verizon.net 

Membership, Co-Chair Juanita Watts   301-429-0853 Juanitawatts1947@yahoo.com 
Membership, Co-Chair Dorothy Ginter   301-776-5915 mdginter@verizon.net 
Nominating  Elveta Martin  301-499-0681 emmartin@co.pg.md.us 
Program Jacqueline Norris 

Baker   
 norris_jacqueline@hotmail.com 

Voter’s Guides Dorothy Ginter   301-776-5915 mdginter@verizon.net 
Local Activities Thelma Boyd-Nash   301-583-1393 theme32@aol.com 
Advisor Nancy Soreng  nsoreng@comcast.net 

Website: www.pg1.lwvmd.org 

Join Us 
Thank you for your interest in joining the League of Women Voters in Prince George's County! 

Membership in any local League includes memberships in LWV of Maryland and LWV of the United States.   

Annual Dues are $46 for individuals and $23 for each additional member at the same address.  If you wish to receive 
your Voter by mail, please enclose an additional $6.00.   

Be a part of making your community better; be a part of League! 

NAME 

MAILING ADDRESS 

EMAIL ADDRESS 

PHONE__________________(home)_________________ (work)____________________(cell) 

COMMENTS:__________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Dues enclosed:_________________________Contribution____________________________ 

Print this form, mail with your dues to LWVPGC, PO Box 266, Oxon Hill MD 20750 
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