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 Events Calendar 

 
Tuesday, November 10, 9:30 AM – LWVKC Board Meeting, Yellow Bldg., Kent County Public 

Library. 

 

Tuesday, November 10, 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM – Consensus meeting on the constitutional 

amendment process. Yellow Bldg., Kent County Public Library. Bring a bag lunch. Dessert and 

beverages will be provided. 

 

Saturday, December 12, 9:00 AM, Queen Anne’s County Public Library, Kent Island branch, 

Stevensville, MD. Nation Builder Training #3. This training will provide an overview of the new 

website of LWVMD and walk participants through the process of setting up a site for one of the 

Leagues in attendance. This is the third of a the trainings to be held in the state this fall, this one 

devoted especially to the Eastern Shore Leagues. 

 

Saturday, January 9, 10:00 AM – 2016 VOTE 411 Training, Wild Lake Interfaith Center, 

Columbia, MD 

 

 

From the President 

Dear League members, 

 We are having a consensus meeting on the Constitutional amendment process. This is a 

study by the national League on the method for amending the Constitution for which the 

LWVUS should advocate, so this is an opportunity to have real input at the local level.  

 The meeting will be on Tuesday, November 10 from 11 AM – 1 PM following the 

regular monthly Board meeting in the Yellow House at the Kent County Public Library. 

Please bring a brown bag lunch; dessert and beverages will be provided. 

 Join us to learn about the process and to let your voice be heard. Please RSVP to 

sbjork@atlanticbb.net or call 410-778-3678 so we can plan for dessert 

 Hope to see you on the 10th.                

 Sandy  
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LWVKC Board Welcomes New Members & Others to a Coffee 
Reception and Board Meeting in October 

 

 

The following persons joined us for the reception and meeting: Barbara Flook, Bill Flook, Jane 

Hukill, Anna Hurd, Cheryl Jacobs, Peggy Markman, Elaine Naper, Karen Price, Lani Seikaly 

The Board plans to continue this activity in the future to make all our members more aware of 

what we do and to involve them in our activities. 

 

Ward Four Candidates Forum 

Our League sponsored a candidates forum for the candidates for the Ward Four Council Seat.The 

event was held on Thurs, October 22 from 7:00 to 8:30 PM. Encumbent Marty Stetson and 

challenger Steve Atkinson responded to questions prepared by the League as well as to questions 

from the public. The moderator of the forum was Nancy Smith.  
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Atkinson stated that he has resided in Ward Four for about 15 years, and had previously worked 

for the State of Maryland and for Harford County. After being employed at Washington College 

for several years, he became an internet content provider.  Stetson said that he is seeking re-

election because he enjoys making decisions about the future of the town. 

The candidates responded to League-provided questions regarding traffic flow issues, especially 

in light of the future temporary closing of the Chester River Bridge, and on their vision for the 

future of the Margo Bailey Park, which currently has only a hiking trail and dog park.  In regard 

to the first question, Stetson, while recognizing that the closure would cause traffic flow 

problems, expressed his hope that it would encourage residents to write letters to Gov. Hogan 

urging the construction of a second bridge and a bypass. Atkinson also stressed the importance of 

the bypass construction. To the second question Atkinson responded that he would like to see 

youth activities such as ball fields or playgrounds added. In his answer Stetson emphasized the 

usefulness of the dog park to the community, but did not suggest any further development. 

Questions from the public included an inquiry as to their opinion on the proposed construction of 

a convenience store in the area of the traffic circle. Stetson stated that while it probably wasn’t 

needed, in the interest of free enterprise, it could not be prevented. Atkinson emphasized that 

competition makes business better for everyone. The candidates were also asked if they would 

favor the relaxation of some of the requirements of the Historic District Commission in order to 

allow greater handicapped accessibility in downtown businesses. Stetson responded that while he 

agrees with accessibility, the town should not mandate it for private businesses. Atkinson stated 

that the Americans With Disabilities Act trumps local laws and indicated that local businesses 

should want to have people coming in.  

The November 3 election will have already occurred when you receive this edition of the Voter. 

For a full report on the forum readers should go to the October 29 edition of the Kent County 
News. We hope that all qualified voters in Ward Four went to the polls. 
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League Joins Other Voting Rights Groups to Urge Immediate 

Action to Provide Required Registration Services through 

Federal Health Exchanges 

On October 28 the League of Women Voters joined with Demos and Project Vote to write a letter 

urging the Obama administration to come into compliance with the National Voter Registration 

Act by providing voter registration to eligible persons through the federally facilitated health 

benefit exchanges set up under the Affordable Care Act. The groups further indicated willingness 

to take legal action if necessary. “This is an important voting rights issue that can no longer be 

ignored,” stated Elizabeth McNamara, president of the LWVUS. The letter followed over two 

years of advocacy by the three organizations. 

The NVRA requires that registration services be offered in tandem with transactions conducted 

by certain government programs, and the requirement applies to all the health benefit exchanges 

established under the Affordable Care Act.  State-run exchanges have acknowledged their voter 

registration obligation and are moving into compliance. However millions of Americans live in 

the more than 30 states without state-run exchanges and are therefore subject to the federally 

facilitated exchanges. They are not being offered any meaningful opportunity to register to vote. 

In King vs. Burwell the Supreme Court affirmed that the obligations of state-run exchanges and 

federally facilitated exchanges are the same. (Source: http://lwv.org/news-and-media) 

 

Big Money & the Electoral Process 

A video that you can access on YouTube (link below) is of a talk given by Professor Larry 

Lessig. It presents a graphic explanation of how big money has perverted the electoral process 

and diluted the vote of individuals. 

In an article published on October 20, 2015 Harvard Professor Lawrence Lessig makes the case 

that our democracy has become corrupt with money, leading to inequality that means only 0.02% 

of the United States population actually determines who's in power. Lessig says that this 

fundamental breakdown of the democratic system must be fixed before we will ever be able to 

address major challenges like climate change, social security, and student debt. This is not the 

most important problem. It’s just the first problem. Lawrence Lessig is the Roy L. Furman 

Professor of Law and Leadership at Harvard Law School, former director of the Edmond J. Safra 

Center for Ethics at Harvard University, and founder of Rootstrikers, a network of activists 

leading the fight against government corruption. He has authored numerous books, including 

Republic, Lost: How Money Corrupts Our Congress—and a Plan to Stop It, Code and Other 

Laws of Cyberspace, Free Culture, and Remix. This talk was given at a TEDs event using the 

TED conference format but independently organized by a local community. Learn more at 

http://ted.com/tedx 

View the video at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PJy8vTu66tE 

 

 

http://lwv.org/news-and-media

