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Events Calendar 
 
Thursday, January 7, 12:00 – 2:00 PM Consensus meeting on Money in Politics, Kent 
County Public Library, Yellow Building. See information sheet beginning on page 8. 
 
Monday, January 11, 8:30 – 10:00 AM  Chamber of Commerce Pre-Legislative Session 
Breakfast with officials at Heron Point  - (The LWVKC is a co-sponsor of the event.) 
 
Tuesday, January 12, 9:30 – 11:15 AM  LWVKC Board meeting at the Kent County 
Public Library, Chestertown, in the Yellow Building. 
 
Tuesday, January 12, 11:15 – 12:00 AM  All members are invited to a presentation to the 
Board by Mr. David Bowering about traffic issues on Washington Ave. in Chestertown.  
Kent County Public Library, Chestertown, Yellow Building. This presentation will take 
place immediately after our regular board meeting. 
 
Saturday, January 16, 9:00 AM – VOTE 411 Workshop, Queen Anne’s County Public 
Library, Centreville 
 
Monday, January 18, 7:30 AM Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Breakfast at the Rock Hall 
Fire House. 
 
Saturday, January 23, LWVMD Winter Workshop. See flyer insert, p. 6 for details. 
 
Tuesday, February 9, 9:30, LWVKC Board meeting at the Kent County Public Library, 
Yellow Building 
 
Saturday, February 27, 11:00 AM, Black History Month Program at the Kent County 
Public Library, Chestertown, Meeting Room. Speaker: Dr. Clara Small, retired history 
professor from Salisbury University, speaking on her most recent book, Compass Points: 
Profiles and Biographies of African Americans from the Delmarva Peninsula. (See flyer 
insert, p. 7.) 
 
Tuesday, March 1, LWVMD Legislative Day. Details unavailable at this time. Check 
LWVMD website. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

Message from the President 

Dear	  League	  Members,	  

I hope all of you have enjoyed the Holiday season and  are looking forward to a happy 
and healthy New Year. The coming year, 2016, will be a busy one for our League, and I 
hope that the Board can count on your participation and help in the educational and 
electoral events.  
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The first event will be a second consensus meeting on January 7th for another potential 
policy position of the LWVUS called Money in Politics. This topic is related to the 
Amending the Constitution consensus held in November, where a dozen or so Kent 
League members discussed and came to decision on the consensus questions. I am hoping 
more of the members will participate in the upcoming meeting on this important subject. 
Details can be found in the calendar. 

Your League has partnered with the Chamber of Commerce to co-sponsor the pre-session 
Legislative breakfast on Jan. 11 at Heron Point. We hope that many of our members will 
join us to hear from our District 36 representatives. Details for time and RSVP are in the 
calendar. 

This is an important presidential election year, and it is likely that our League will be 
involved in candidate forums for both the primary and the general election. We will have 
a better idea once the filing deadline for the primary, February 3, has passed.  

Looking forward to a busy and exciting year for your League. 

Sandra 

 

Meet Our New Member – Betty Weller 

Betty came to Chestertown in 1970 to attend Washington College. She came here from 
Frankfurt, Germany. Her father was in the army and was stationed there. She has been a 
teacher in the Kent County Public Schools since 1974, teaching middle school English 
and science. Betty loves animals, being outdoors, and protecting the environment. Her 
interest in the League is to make sure the voters make informed decisions. Right now 
Betty is very busy with her job, visiting her Mom and her three grandchildren. 

 

Recent Press Release from the LWVUS 

Dec. 17, 2015 – WASHINGTON, D.C. – The League of Women Voters today 
announced that it will expand access to VOTE411.org, a site for nonpartisan information 
on elections and candidates in all 50 states. The John S. and James L. Knight Foundation 
is investing $100,000 to support new delivery tools for VOTE411 information, helping to 
extend its reach to at least one million more people, including 200,000 from 
underrepresented groups. 
 
Voter turnout in the United States is among the lowest of all established democracies. In 
fact, presidential year turnout is around 60 percent and midterm turnout is around 40 
percent. The 2014 election had a 42 percent turnout rate, the lowest since 1942. One of 
the more common reasons why people don’t vote is lack of information. 
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The League of Women Voters has run VOTE411.org since 2006. It answers common 
questions on candidate qualifications, the ballot, polling places and administrative rules. 
Since its creation, nearly 20,000 websites have linked to the site and 25 million people 
have accessed the information through VOTE411. The League anticipates that three 
million people will use the site in 2016, up from two million in 2012, the last presidential 
election year. 
 
In 2014, the League of Women Voter’s tested an embeddable application that would 
allow media outlets, government agencies, elections officials and nonprofits to share 
VOTE411 information on their websites, meeting voters where they are. With Knight 
funding, the League will expand, develop and market the tool in order to reach millions 
more people, including those from underrepresented groups. The tool will provide 
information on all candidates involved in a particular race as well as a broad range of 
topics of interest to the community. 
 
“Elections ensure that communities are informed and the needs of people are fairly 
represented. As such, low voter turnout undermines the health of individual 
communities,” said Shazna Nessa, Knight Foundation director for journalism. “By 
providing nonpartisan and reliable information about elections and partnering with news 
organizations and others to widen their reach, the League of Women Voters will help 
increase participation in elections and help build a stronger democracy.” 
 
“If people don’t vote and use their voice, someone will speak for them,” said Elisabeth 
MacNamara, chair of the League of Women Voters Education Fund. “This work will 
help us build a democracy where more voters have easy access to reliable information.” 
Funding for the League of Women Voter’s is part of Knight Foundation’s efforts to help 
ensure citizens have access to important information to help them make decisions about 
their communities and build stronger democracies. Knight has made many investments in 
this area including more than $3 million to winners of the Knight News Challenge on 
Elections, announced in July 2015. 
 
About the League of Women Voters Education Fund 
The League of Women Voters is celebrating 95 years of Making Democracy Work® at 
every level of government. In 1920, the League was founded as an outgrowth of the 
movement that secured women the right to vote to help new voters engage with their 
government. Today the League empowers all voters to improve their local, state and 
national government. Learn more about the League of Women Voters and join our 
celebration! at lwv.org! 
 
About the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation 
Knight Foundation supports transformational ideas that promote quality journalism, 
advance media innovation, engage communities and foster the arts. The foundation 
believes that democracy thrives when people and communities are informed and engaged. 
For more, visit knightfoundation.org. 
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LWVMD WINTER

WORKSHOP

Saturday, January 23, 2016

Wilde Lake Interfaith Center, Columbia, MD

10431 Twin Rivers Road, Columbia, MD 21044 -2331

9:30 am - 1:30 pm 

Workshop fee of $25 includes morning coffee/breakfast breads, lunch, materials

9:30 Registration

10:00     Welcome

10:15 Workshops:  Using the new website

How to do a presentation on

Redistricting Reform in your community

These workshops will take place concurrently. 

Be sure that at least two members from your local League attend.

12:00 Lunch             

Speaker: Adar Ayira, Project Manager, Associated Black Charities

1:30 Adjournment

-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

WINTER WORKSHOP REGISTRATION FORM

(Deadline for Registration - January 20, 2016)

NAME ______________________________________________________________________   

LEAGUE _____________________________________________________________________

Phone ________________________     Email______________________________________ 

Amount enclosed: Workshop fee ($25 per person)                  ___________________

Donation to the LWVMD Education Fund  ________               ___________

(Or donate on line: Go to http://www.lwvmd.org/join_donate

Mail to: LWVMD, 111 Cathedral Street, Suite 201, Annapolis, MD 21401

Or register on line - Go to http://www.lwvmd.org/winter_workshop_2016

*Snow Date: January 30, 2016  Check LWVMD.org if weather is inclement.
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Compass Points

presented by 

Dr. Clara Small

408 High Street  
Chestertown, MD   
 410.778.3636 

kentcountylibrary.org

Saturday 
February 27th 

11:00 am 
light refreshments

Co-sponsored by Kent County Public Library & Kent County League of Women Voters

a celebration of the lives and accomplishments of  
African Americans from the Delmarva Peninsula
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LWVMD Legislative Priorities for 2016 Session of the Maryland 
General Assembly 

Redistricting reform 

Open government 

Improved voter access 

Eliminating contested elections for judges 

Mitigating climate change 

Increasing renewable energy 

Assuring clean water standards 

Adequate public transportation 

Full funding of the Bridge to Excellence Act 

Corrections and sentencing reform 

Maintaining the safety net for vulnerable populations 

 

	  
Money	  in	  Politics	  Consensus	  Study,	  January	  7	  

	  
Background, Money in Politics Update and Review 

 
The Money and Politics review process began at National League convention in 2014 
where the body adopted a study on the Constitutional Amendment Process and an Update 
to our Campaign Finance positions, under the umbrella topic “Structures of Democracy” 
 

The League’s Position on Campaign Finance- Current 
 

The League’s current position which dates back to the 1970’s and predates Supreme 
Court decisions that changed campaign finance law significantly is as follows:  The 
League of Women Voters of the United States believes that the methods of financing 
political campaigns should ensure the public’s right to know, combat corruption and 
undue influence, enable candidates to compete more equitably for public office and allow 
maximum citizen participation in the political process. 
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The League lobbied for the passage of the Federal Election Campaign Act (FECA) of 
1971 and for the 1974 FECA Amendments, which set contributions, established public 
financing for presidential elections, and required disclosure of campaign spending.  The 
League’s position on campaign finance was last modified in 1982.This position has 
enabled the League to advocate strongly for transparency in campaign finance and 
against big money and its influence on elections and government. 
 

Purpose of Position Update 
 

The current League position, however, doesn’t address the question of whether financing 
political activity constitutes free speech protected under the First Amendment, as the 
majority on the Supreme Court has held over the past four decades. 
The current position also doesn’t balance the First Amendment interests of candidates 
and donors against the interest in equitable competition, preventing corruption and undue 
influence, and enhancing voter participation.  
The League is now updating our position on campaign finance through study and 
consensus to consider First Amendment-political speech issues.  The Money in Politics 
Committee has been tasked with providing members and the public with information on 
these issues and facilitating member study and consensus.  The League is focusing on the 
extent to which political campaigns are protected speech under the First Amendment. 
 
Site for Power Point Presentation, Background reading and Consensus handbook: 
http://forum.lwv.org/member-resources/article/lwvus-money-politics-mip-review-
meetings-box-education-resources-and-sugges 

Suggested Readings on Money in Politics 
 

This list of suggested reading material is intended to help League members get started in 
learning about the complex topic of Money in Politics. This is an initial list designed to 
orient League members and the general citizenry to the issues. Other suggestions will be 
added to the list in the future. The readings were selected with several key considerations 
in mind. First, the material is considered relevant to the scope of the work of the Money 
in Politics Committee, such as providing a historical overview of the subject matter 
and/or addressing recent events. Second, the material is generally accessible and 
available for either purchase or review on-line. Third, the list represents differing points 
of view and different aspects of the general topic so that the reader is exposed to a broad 
range of viewpoints and appreciation of the complexity of the issues. No single source 
covers all aspects of the topic. The material is intended to be educational in nature and 
does not represent the viewpoints of the League of Women Voters.  
Books:  
La Raja, Raymond J. 2008. Small Change: Money, Political Parties, and Campaign 
Finance Reform. Ann Arbor. The University of Michigan Press.  
Lessig, Lawrence. 2011. Republic, Lost: How Money Corrupts Congress – and a Plan 
to Stop It. New York. Twelve Hatchette Book Group.  
Magleby, David B., Editor. 2014. Financing the 2012 Election. Washington, D.C. The 
Brookings Institution.  
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Powell, Lynda W. 2012. The Influence of Campaign Contributions in State 
Legislatures: The Effects of Institutions and Politics. Ann Arbor. The University of 
Michigan Press.  
Samples, John. 2006. The Fallacy of Campaign Finance Reform. Chicago and London. 
The University of Chicago Press.  
Tokaji, Daniel P. & Strause, Renata E. B. 2014. The New Soft Money: Outside Spending 
in Congressional Elections. The Ohio State University Moritz School of Law. Electronic 
link: http://moritzlaw.osu.edu/thenewsoftmoney/wp-
content/uploads/sites/57/2014/06/the-new-soft-money-WEB.pdf  
Vogel, Kenneth P. 2014. Big Money. New York. Public Affairs Perseus Book Group.  
Chapters in Books:  
Levy, Robert A. & Mellor, William H. 2008. “Campaign Finance Reform and Free 
Speech.” Ch. 5 in The Dirty Dozen: How Twelve Supreme Court Cases Radically 
Expanded Government and Eroded Freedom. New York. Penguin Group, pp. 89-106.  
Stevens, John Paul. 2014. “Campaign Finance.” Ch. 3 in Six Amendments: How and 
Why We Should Change the Constitution. New York. Little, Brown, pp. 57-79.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	  


