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Events Calendar 

 
Wednesday, April 25, 12 noon, LWVKC Annual Meeting and luncheon, Emmanuel 
Episcopal Church Parish Hall.  Speaker: David Shreve, “Insights on the New Tax Bill: How Is It 
Going to Work for You?”  You   may join us for the lecture, at no cost, at 12:45 p.m., and stay 
for the meeting at 1:30 – luncheon reservations are closed. 
 
Thursday, April 26, 10 am – 3:30 pm, LWVMD sponsors “Our Day on Capitol Hill,” with 
visits to both the Senate and Representative offices, lunch at the staff dining facility. Purpose: to 
advocate a LWVUS topic. Participants will be briefed by email about the LWVUS topic for 
advocacy and will participate voluntarily. There is no fee for the trip. Those wishing to join 
should RSVP to Carole and Ashley at: capitolhilltrip@lwvmd.org 
Participants will meet at Taxi/Massachusetts Ave. exit of Union Station Metro at 10 am. 
 
Tuesday May 15, “Legendary Ladies of the Chesapeake: True Grit Tour” on the Eastern Shore, 
an historical tour hosted by the LWVMD and the LWV Prince George’s County. Tour includes a 
visit to the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad Visitor Center, as well as touring downtown 
Cambridge including Pine Street, Freedom House/Black House, and sites associated with Annie 
Oakley and actress Bea Arthur. Those interested should register by April 14. Visitors will meet 
their guide at the Dorchester County/Sailwinds Park Visitor Center. To register go to:  
https://www.lwvmd.org/true_grit_tour?splash=1 Reservations are due by May 10. 
 
Tuesday, June 5 7 p.m., Queen Anne’s County Board of Education Bldg, Centreville, 
Primary Election Forum for Republican Candidates for the Maryland House of Delegates, 
Dist. 36. (There is no race for Democratic candidates.) This forum is sponsored by the League of 
Womean Voters of Queen Anne’s County, with assistance from LWVKC. 
 
Sunday, June 10, 1:30 p.m., Cadby Hall, Chesapeake College – Fourms for both Repulbican 
and Democratic candidates for U.S. House of Representatives. MD Dist. 1.  We will host back-
to-back forums, one for each party. This forum is co-sponsored by all the “Shore” Leagues in Dist. 
1 – Kent, Queen Anne’s and Mid-Shore 
 
Tuesday, June 12, 9:30 am, LWVKC Board Meeting, Kent County Public Library, Yellow Bldg. 
 
In June (or late May), dates still to be determined – Primary Election forum for Republican 
candidates for Kent County Commissioner (Democratic candidates will automatically move to the 
General Election), followed by a “Meet and Greet” for all local candidates.  And, a Primary 
Election forum for Democratic candidates for Kent County State’s Attorney. (The sole Republican 
candidate will automatically move to the General Election.)  
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Primary Election Schedule 
June 5 – Last day to register to vote or to change party affiliation 
June 14 – June 21 – Early voting, 10 am - 8 pm, Kent County Public Library, Chestertown 
June 26 – Primary election day, 7 am – 8 pm 
 
Be looking for our print and electronic Voters’ Guides!  The electronic guide, VOTE 411 will go 
live near the beginning of May and the print Guides will be published closer to election time.  
 
 

 
Message from the Co-Presidents 

 
Dear Kent County Leaguers, 
 
We would like to thank you all most heartily for your support for our League during the last year. 
You lent a hand for our hosting of LWVMD’s statewide convention last June; eagerly attended 
our two “Trending Topics” events; helped put on a forum for Chestertown Town Council 
Candidates, and joined us at our first annual “Getting to Know Our League” party in 
September.  We are grateful to every single member of our group! 
 
We will need your support more than ever in the coming months, as we launch our Voters’ Guides 
and plan for candidate forums for both the Primary and General Elections.  Stay tuned! 
 
As we all celebrate the end of an extremely successful year, don’t forget to renew your 
membership; you should have received a dues remittance envelope along with your invitation to 
our Annual Meeting on April 25.  Please leave a message at 410-810-1883 if you did not receive 
one. 
 
If you aren’t able to join us for lunch, do come at 12:45 (at no charge) to hear our speaker, Dr. 
David Shreve, whose topic is “Insights on the New Tax Law: What Will It Mean for You?”  Our 
business meeting will commence at 1:30 and should conclude at 2 p.m. 
 
We hope to see you soon — and THANK YOU for your membership. 
 
Lynn Dolinger and Jane Hardy 
Co-presidents, League of Women Voters of Kent County 
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LWVKC Welcomes New Members 
 

Co-President Lynn Dolinger 
 

The Kent County League of Women Voters has been fortunate to welcome several new members 
this past year, who bring impressive skills and background that can help us get our important work 
done.  A few have been willing to share some of their background with us, demonstrating the 
breadth of our membership. 
     
Like many of our members, Ronnie Edelman started coming to Kent County 40 years ago, then 
became a part-time resident 12 years ago, finally moving here full-time about three years ago. 
Ronnie worked for the US Justice Dept for over 30 years in the Criminal and National Security 
Divisions.  Since retiring about 10 years ago, she has spent her time volunteering for non-profits 
(e.g. Chestertown RiverArts, AARP Tax Foundation, Kent County Public Library Foundation), 
traveling, knitting, and writing grants.  She is particularly interested in getting involved in voter 
registration, which will be a great asset in this election year.   
 
Linda Kleinbart Halin and her husband Dr. Lew Halin (both members) moved to Rock Hall 
19 years ago from the Philadelphia suburbs of Bala Cynwyd, lured by their love of boating.  
Originally an art teacher, she left the profession to raise her three children; however, she did find 
time to join the LWV in Plymouth Meeting, PA where she researched causes of air pollution.  
Following the death of her first husband, she took on the daunting task of running the family 
business, a children’s shoe store, until her youngest daughter graduated from college.  Though too 
modest to “toot her own horn,” those of us who know Linda in Rock Hall, also know about her 
impressive art talent!  Linda hopes to learn more about our political candidates from participation 
in the LWV 
.   
We salute all of our members for their depth of experience and commitment to the League, its 
values and its work!  
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

“Dreamers” on the Eastern Shore: The Future of DACA & Immigration 
Reform 

 
The LWVKC in conjunction with the Goldstein Program for Public Affairs of Washington College 
sponsored an event with the above title on Wednesday evening, February 7. The speakers were 
Estela Vianey Ramírez, the Assistant Director of the Chesapeake Multicultural Resource Center 
in Easton and Yvette Riera Salarich, Court Liaison & Outreach Coordinator for Mid-Shore Pro 
Bono in Centreville. Also participating was DACA recipient, Alan Ibañez. LWVKC board 
member George Shivers was moderator. Over 60 people attended the presentations. 
 
Ms. Ramírez, who is a DACA recipient herself, spoke eloquently of the plight of over 800,000 
young men and women like herself, who were brought to the U.S. illegally by their parents when 
they were children. Many of the DACA recipients were too young to have any memory of their 
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country of origin. They have studied here, work here and, as she said, their home is here.  Ms. 
Salarich spoke to the legal obstacles confronted by would-be immigrants. They confront country 
quotas and in many cases to immigrate legally requires years of waiting, not to mention 
considerable expense.  
 

 
DACA Panel, left to right: Yvette Salarich, George Shivers, Estela Ramirez & Alan Ibañez 
 

                                     
 

Where Does DACA Stand Now? 
 

On Easter weekend, President Donald Trump proclaimed that “DACA is dead. Senator Jeff Flake 
from Arizona, who had earlier this year worked on compromise legislation that would be 
acceptable to the administration “isn’t ready to give up on a deal that would let undocumented 
‘dreamers’ stay in the country permanently . . .” according to an article by Daniel González in The 
Republic, published on April 2 of this year. Flake insisted that there are lots of lawmakers of both 
parties who are ready to work with the administration to protect the dreamers. Flake has been 
trying to get the Senate to pass a stopgap DACA bill that would extend the program for three years 
in exchange for three-years of funding for the President’s border wall until Congress passed 
legislation that addresses the situation permanently. That proposal has not moved forward. 
Because President Trump rescinded DACA last September, it would have ended officially on 
March 5; however, federal court orders have allowed existing DACA recipients to continue 
renewing their protected status. No new applicants may sign up for the program. The court cases 
included a lawsuit filed by the University of California that asserted that the Trump administration 
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was unconstitutionally violating the rights of the students by ending the program. Approximately 
11,000 DACA recipients filed requests between Jan. 10 and Jan. 31. The administration asked the 
Supreme Court to review the Jan. 9 decision by a federal judge in San Francisco, but the Justices 
refused to take the matter up. Cases remain in the appeals courts in California and New York, and 
they could rule in favor of the administration. Once those appeals have been dealt with the case 
could move on to the Supreme Court next year.  
 
There were four immigration bills proposed in the Senate prior to the March 5 deadline, and other 
subsequent proposals, but none found support from the Trump administration. 
 
 1. The Coons-McCain Bill would have provided a path to citizenship for dreamers. 
  It offered no money for the border wall, although it did include some border security  
 measures. It failed by a vote of 52 to 47. 
 
 2.  The Toomey Amendment didn’t address either DACA or border security, but 
 would have penalized sanctuary cities by withholding federal funding It failed by a vote 
 of 54 to 45. 
 
 3. The so-called Commonsense Caucus, led by Sen. Susan Collins released a plan that 
 would have provided a path to citizenship for dreamers, offer $25 billion for border security 
 and prevent DACA recipients from sponsoring their parents for legal status. It was  
 also endorsed by Minority Leader Chuck Schumer. It failed by a vote of 54-45. 
 
 4.  The White House plan would have provided a path to citizenship for the dreamers, offer 
 $25 billion for a border wall, substantially curtail family immigrants and eliminate 
 the diversity visa lottery program. It failed by a vote of 39 to 60. 
 
Other plans were the Graham-Durbin Plan, which would have provided a path to citizenship for 
dreamers, offered a year’s funding (about $2.5 million) for the wall, eliminated the diversity visa 
lottery and prevented DACA recipients from sponsoring their parents for legal status. A plan 
proposed by Senator Jeff Flake of Arizona would have provided a path to citizenship for dreamers, 
funded up to $25 million for border security, eliminated Diversity Visas and restricted family-
based immigration. Republican Sen. Cory Gardner and Democratic Senator Michael Bennet also 
presented a plan. It would have provided a path to citizenship for dreamers, funded up to $25 
billion for border security, permanently re-authorized E-Verify, the voluntary Department of 
Homeland Security program that checks on workers’ immigration status, and would not have 
changed family-based immigration. 
 
We see broad agreement in all these proposals on providing a path to citizenship for dreamers and 
for some level of expenditure for border security. The stumbling block is with legal immigration, 
where the Administration wants substantial cuts through changes to family-based migration and 
the diversity visa program. Both Democrats and moderate Republicans are unwilling to support 
those changes. 
 
DACA advocates are now focused on electing new members to Congress who support passing 
immigration legislation that would allow dreamers to remain in the country legally and without 
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accepting the President’s demand that any DACA deal include border wall funding and cuts in 
legal immigration quotas. Karina Ruiz, president of the Arizona Dream Act Coalition (and also a 
DACA recipient) declares that 80% of Americans support a permanent solution for DACA 
recipients.  

Sources:  Daniel González, The Republic | azcentral.com Published 5:58 p.m. MT April 2, 2018 | 
Updated 6:14 p.m. MT April 2, 2018 

https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2018/2/12/17003552/senate-immigration-bill-floor-
debate 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
Register to participate at: capitolhilltrip@lwvmd.org.	

 

 
To register for the tour go to: https://www.lwvmd.org/true_grit_tour?splash=1 
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LWVKC Co-Sponsor of the Post–Legislative Session Breakfast with Chamber 
of Commerce 

 
Once again this year, our League joined with the Kent County Chamber of Commerce in 
sponsoring the Post-Legislative Session Breakfast, to hear reports from our legislative team on the 
accomplishments of the 2018 session, which ended on April 9. The breakfast took place on April 
12 at Heron Point. Reporting were Senator Stephen S. Hershey, Jr. and Delegates Steven J. Arentz, 
Jefferson L. Ghrist and Jay A. Jacobs.  (See article below on some of the legislation from this 
session.)  Several members of our League were present. 
 
Prior to the presentation from the state delegation, two members of the Kent County Commission, 
William Short and Ron Fithian reported on some recent business of that body, including progress 
on the broadband installation and the Chestertown waterfront project. 
 

 

 
 

(Left to right: Senator Hershey,  Delegate Arentz and Delegate Jacobs 
 

Legislative Action during the 2018 Session 
 

• The legislature approved and Governor Hogan signed a law banning bump stocks in the state.  
 
* At the end of the session the legislature overturned the Governor’s veto of a bill removing the 
power of the Board of Public Works to approve funds for school construction, instead granting 
that function to an independent commission under the State Department of Education. 
 
* The legislature overturned another Hogan veto of a bill that allowed public school teachers 
recommended for suspension or termination to bypass school board discipline hearings and use an 
outside arbitrator to decide the case. 
 
* The Governor signed legislation that will bolster the state’s health insurance market to protect 
the system against federal changes. 
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* Automatic voter registration is coming to Maryland, the 11th state to enact this voter  reform. 
SB 1048 requires that several state agencies (MVA, local social services de-  
partments, Maryland Health Benefit Exchange and Mobility Certification Office of MTA)  
notify an individual completing a transaction with the agency that he will be automatical-  
ly registered to vote or have his voter registration updated unless he declines to register  
to vote or is ineligible to vote. Other states implementing this reform have noted dra-  
matic increases in the number of registered voters. The provisions of this bill will take  
effect July 1, 2019, except the local social service agencies have until December 1,  
2019 to implement the bill’s requirements.   
 
 
* Legislation was approved that automatically registers Maryland residents to vote when they get 
a driver’s license, use a social services agency or buy insurance on the health insurance exchange. 
With this legislation Maryland joins 10 other states and the District of Columbia. 
 
• Legislation was passed to fund metro. The LWVMD fully supported this legislation. 
 
• Legislation, supported by the LWVMD was introduced in the 2018 session to ban the use of 
chlorpyrifos in pesticides, as has been linked to autism and other neurodevelopmental conditions 
in children. The legislation failed. Watch for it to reappear in the 2019 session. 
 
Source: State Roundup, April 6, 2018) & the Maryland Conservation Council 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The 2020 Census 
 

In a January 4th article for Federal News Radio Jory Heckman writes that the Census Bureau had 
been without permanent leadership since June of 2017. John Thompson stepped down after serving 
4 years, and the deputy director position has been vacant for almost a year. With the census to 
begin in two years, Senators Heidi Heitkamp (D –N.D.) and Tom Carper (D-DE) called on 
President Trump to fast-track the nomination process. 
 
The Census Bureau had planned to run a test of its new technology on 700,000 households in 2018, 
in rural West Virginia, suburban Washington State and urban areas in Rhode Island. Due to 
funding shortfalls, they had to cancel two of the field tests. The Rhode Island test began on March 
16 with letters mailed to 280,000 homes in Providence County, the state’s most populous. The 
letter directs residents to a survey website or toll-free phone number, where they can complete the 
survey. It includes questions on age, race and ethnicity. People can also choose to have a paper-
copy of the survey sent to them. According to Michelle R. Smith, an AP reporter, writing on April 
7, 2018, “several elected officials and leaders of advocacy and community groups held an 
emergency press conference to raise concerns, which include a shortage of publicity around the 
test and its limited language outreach in an immigrant-heavy county. . .” Phil Sparks, co-director 
of the Census Project, stated that “This is a very serious problem, because if you don’t pretest your 
techniques, and be confident about it, you don’t get any do-overs, when the census is done. The 
fact that we’re going into the next decennial without a full-scale field test due to shortfalls in cash 
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is very troubling.” Gabriela Domenzain, director of the Latino Policy Institute at Roger Williams 
University in Providence stated that “At this time 10 years ago, there were five fully funded end-
to-end tests around the country. Today there is one underfunded. The census will fail. The pilot is 
failing.” As of the time of the Smith article 43,000 households had responded, only a 15% response 
rate.  
 
Another troubling aspect of the planned census is the decision by the administration to include a 
question about citizenship on the form. Maryland’s Attorney General, Brian Frosh, announced 
that our state will join 19 others in filing a lawsuit to prevent President Trump from adding a 
such a question to the 2020 U.S. Census. 
 
The census is to begin on April 1, 2020. 
 
Sources: 
https://federalnewsradio.com/agency-oversight/2018/01/census-bureau-in-home-stretch-for-
2020-count-lacks-permanent-leadership/ 
 
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/rhode-island/articles/2018-04-07/2020-census-test-
has-critics-counting-concerns-not-people 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 

 


