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VOTE411 
VOTE411.org is a "one-stop-shop" for election related 
information. This innovative voter resource provides 
nonpartisan information to the public with both general and 
state-specific information. Register to vote, find candidate 
information, and much more at VOTE411.org 
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Events Calendar 
 

Tuesday, September 10, 9:30 – 11:00 AM, LWVKC Board Meeting, Kent County Public 
Library, Yellow Bldg., Chestertown 
Saturday, September 15, 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM, “The Woman’s Hour” social with a talk by 
Baltimore Author Elaine Weiss, hosted by the LWV of Baltimore City 
Monday, September 17, 12:00 noon, 12th Annual LWVMD Constitution Day Program, 
University of Maryland Carey School of Law. A panel of experts will discuss: “The Changing 
Makeup of the Supreme Court.” (See page 11 for details.) 
Wednesday, September 26, 5:30 – 7:30 PM, LWVKC, Members Reception, light refreshments, 
at the home of Bobby Sutton. Look for your invitation in the mail. 
Saturday, September 29, LWVMD Fall Workshops. (See page 12 for details.) 
Wednesday, October 3, 7:00 PM, Candidate Forum for District 36 Delegates 
      8:00 PM, Candidate Forum for District 36 Senators 
      Chesapeake College, Cadby Auditorium, hosted by LWVQAC 
Tuesday, October 9, 9:30 – 11:00 AM, LWVKC Board Meeting, Kent County Public Library, 
Yellow Bldg., Chestertown 
Monday, October 15, Candidate Forum, Kent County State’s Attorney, 7-8:30 PM, Kent County 
Public Library Meeting Room, Chestertown. Sponsored by the LWVKC 
Tuesday, October 16, 9 p.m., last day to register to vote (except during at Early Voting). 
Thursday, October 18, 7:00 – 8:30 PM, Candidate Forum for Kent County Commission, 
Chestertown Fire House, hosted by LWVKC 
Thursday, October 25 – Thursday, November 1, Early Voting in Maryland 
Sunday, October 21, Candidate Forum for District 1 Congress, 2:00-3:30 PM, Talbot County  
Public library, Easton,  hosted by LWVKC 
Monday, October 22, 7:00 – 8:30 PM, Candidate Forum for Kent County School Board, Kent 
County Public Library, Meeting Room, Chestertown, hosted by LWVKC 
Tuesday, November 6, Election Day 
Tuesday, November 13, 9:30 – 11:00 AM, LWVKC Board Meeting, Kent County Public 
Library, Yellow Bldg., Chestertown 
Tuesday, December 11, 9:30 – 11:00 AM, LWVKC Board Meeting, Kent County Public 
Library, Yellow Bldg., Chestertown 
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Message from the Co-Presidents 

 
Dear Kent County Leaguers, 
 
We are coming to the end of a long, hot summer with hopes of a cooler fall heading our way and 
a busy time for the League. 
 
We will be hosting numerous candidate forums during the month of October and will be asking 
members for their support and help.  See page 3 of this newsletter for dates.  We need volunteers 
to help with these forums; please contact Nancy Smith, nismith@verizon.net, 410-639-2739, if 
you’d like to take part.  
 
Our League is once again hosting a membership reception, on Wednesday, September 26, from 
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.  Please put it on your calendar; we look forward to seeing everyone.  Most 
information to follow. 
 
We plan to bring back “Trending Topics” discussions sometime in November.  Stay tuned. 
 
The State League is holding its 12th Annual Constitution Day, September 17 at 12 noon at the 
University of Maryland Carey School of Law in Baltimore. The topic will be “The Changing 
Makeup of the Supreme Court.” LWVMD will also be hosting fall workshops on September 29; 
page 11 in this Voter for a flyer on this event.  (You may register online at LWVMD.org, or by 
contacting the State League office, state office@lwvmd.org, 410-269-0232.) 

Please be aware that two ballot issues will appear on the Maryland General Election ballot in 
November – see pages 7 – 9 in this Voter for descriptions and “pros” and “cons” of these 
questions.  
 
We hope to see you at our Fall Membership Reception, and thank you for all you do. 
 
Jane Hardy and Linda Reed 
Co-presidents, League of Women Voters of Kent County 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
LWVKC Annual Meeting, April 25, 2018 

 
The Annual Meeting and luncheon was held in the Parish Hall of Emmanuel Episcopal Church. 
Our League bid farewell to co-president Lynn Dolinger, and new officers were elected. Jane Hardy 
continues as co-president and is joined by Linda Reed. You will find our officers listed on page 2 
of this Voter. 
 
The speaker for our meeting was David Shreve, who spoke on the topic “Insights on the New Tax 
Bill: How Is It Going to Work for You.” His general conclusion was that the new tax law will not 
benefit most people, and he gave explained why he had reached that conclusion. 
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Co-Presidents Jane Hardy and Lynn Dolinger 
 

 
 

David Shreve, Speaker 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

The Board of the LWVKC in Its Annual Retreat 
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The Board meets each spring or summer to plan program for the coming months. 
This year we met on May 9 at the home of Francie Miller. The planning session 
occurred after the regular monthly meeting of the Board. The fall members reception 
was discussed as well as the approaching fall elections and our candidate forums. 
Our “Trending Topics” program, guided by Peggy Markham, will continue in the 
coming months, as noted in the co-presidents’ letter in this issue. 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
Corr Award, 2018 

 
Co-President Jane Hardy presented this year’s Corr Award to Kent County High School senior 
Robert Fall at the annual awards ceremony at the school. The $750 scholarship award is 
presented to a graduating senior who has shown exceptional leadership and community service.  
LWVKC members Linda Reed, Barbara Flook, and George Shivers interviewed a record number 
of applicants for the award on May 10. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Marching with the LWVKC 
 

 
 

Members of the League participated in two parades this summer. The photograph above was 
taken before or after the July 4th parade in Rock Hall. On Saturday August 18 Francie Miller, 
Sandra Bjork, and Jane Hardy marched in the Legacy Day Parade in Chestertown. This was the 
first time our League participate in this event, which was celebrating its 5th year. 
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Two Ballot Questions to Be on the Ballot in November 
 

Question One: Gambling Revenues in Education 
 
Constitutional Amendment: Requiring that specified amounts of revenues from gambling be 
spent for public education also requiring that such revenues be in addition to rather than in place 
of other state funding for education. 
 Amending Article XIX, section 1 of the Maryland constitution. 
 
Ballot language: (from Secretary of State) Requires the Governor to include in the annual State 
budget, as supplemental funding for prekindergarten through grade 12 in public schools, the 
revenues from video lottery operation licenses and any other commercial gaming dedicated to 
public education in an amount above the level of state funding for education in public schools 
provided by the Bridge to Excellence in Public Schools Act of 2002 (otherwise known as the 
Thornton legislation) in not less than the following amounts: $125 million in fiscal year 2020; 
$250 million in fiscal year 2021; $375 million in fiscal year 2022, and 100% of commercial 
gaming revenues dedicated to public education in fiscal year 2023 and each fiscal year thereafter.  
State law currently authorizes video lottery operations for the primary purpose of raising money 
for public education.  The amendment also requires the Governor to show in the annual budget 
how the revenues from video lottery operation licenses and other commercial gaming are being 
used in a manner that is in addition to the level of State funding for public education provided by 
the funding formulas established by the Bridge to Excellence in Public Schools Act. 
 
Current Law: Article XIX of the Maryland constitution, approved by the voters in 2008, 
authorized video lottery operations for the “primary purpose” of raising revenue for public 
education.  The funds must be used to support programs in public schools including: early 
childhood education; career and technical education; high school courses for college credits; 
advancement and professionalization of public school teachers; the construction, maintenance, 
and renovation of school buildings; and capital projects at community colleges and state-
supported colleges and universities.  State support for local schools is determined by formulas 
based on the number of students, how many students are in poverty, and the cost of living within 
a county.  In the fiscal year 2019 budget, $502.9 million in gaming revenues was directed to  
education along with $2.8 billion in general fund revenues.  
 
Proposed change:  This amendment would require the Governor to include in the state budget 
for public education specified amounts from gambling revenues. These amounts must be in 
addition to other state funding for public education required by formulas set in state law, rather 
than as a substitute for using other state revenues.  The amendment would also repeal the 
provision that allows gambling revenues to be used for capital projects at community colleges 
and state-supported colleges and universities.   
 
Origin of the ballot question: The 2018 session of the Maryland General Assembly passed 
legislation (SB 1122) proposing an amendment to the Maryland constitution to add more specific 
requirements for how gambling revenue is used in the state budget to fund public education.  A 
bill to amend the Maryland constitution requires a three-fifths vote in each chamber of the 
General Assembly (Maryland Senate and House of Delegates) and approval by the voters at the 
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next general election. 
 
Arguments FOR the amendment:  
This would ensure that gambling revenues are directed to public education and addresses 
concerns that the state was using gaming revenues to provide education funding that was already 
required by state formulas, rather than increasing the total available for the schools.   
 
Arguments AGAINST the amendment: 
By requiring expenditures of specific amounts of funds, the amendment would reduce the state’s 
flexibility in determining the appropriate amounts to spend on all state programs.  The 
amendment would also reduce the use of gaming revenues to fund capital projects at community 
and public colleges. 
 
A vote FOR the constitutional amendment means the state constitution would be amended to 
specify that revenue from gambling be used to supplement other state funding for public 
education. 
 
A vote AGAINST the amendment means the current provision in the constitution would 
remain in effect, under which gambling revenue is used for public education but those funds may 
be in place of other state funding for schools. 
 
Question Two: Constitutional Amendment authorizing the legislature to enact laws for 
election day registration. Amending Article 1, sections 1 & 2 of the MD constitution 
 
Ballot Language: (waiting for Secretary of State) 
 
Current Law: The Maryland constitution requires that a person’s name be on the voter 
registration rolls in order to vote.  Maryland law currently provides that voter registration closes 
21 days before an election, with an exception that allows people to register to vote in person at 
an early voting center, where they must provide proof of residence in the form of a driver’s 
license or similar identification. Under current law, however, a person may not register to vote at 
a precinct polling place on election day.   
 
Proposed change: The constitution would be amended to authorize the legislature to pass a law 
permitting people to register to vote at polling places on election day. 
 
Origin of the ballot question: The 2018 session of the Maryland General Assembly passed 
legislation (HB 532) proposing an amendment to the Maryland constitution to allow people to 
register to vote on election day.  A bill to amend the Maryland constitution requires a three-fifths 
vote in each chamber of the General Assembly (Maryland Senate and House of Delegates) and 
approval by the voters at the next general election. 
 
Arguments FOR the amendment:  
The right to vote is a fundamental right that should not be lost due to failure to comply with a 
registration requirement.  In authorizing voter registration at early voting centers, the legislature 
required that the new voter provide proof of residency by showing a driver’s license or similar 
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documents to prevent voter fraud.  It is likely that the legislature would adopt similar 
requirements for registering on election day.  Fourteen other states allow voter registration on 
election day and have not reported problems. 
 
Arguments AGAINST the amendment: Permitting people to register and vote on election day 
could lead to voter fraud.  Although the legislature required that people registering during early 
voting provide documents proving their residence, the proposed amendment does not require the 
legislature to adopt the same requirement for election day registration.  Requiring people to 
register in advance is not burdensome as the registration forms are available online and from 
groups conducting voter registration drives. 
 
A vote FOR the amendment means that the constitution would be amended to allow the 
legislature to enact a law permitting people to register to vote at a precinct polling place on 
election day. 
 
A vote AGAINST the amendment means that the constitution would not be amended and 
people would need to register to vote before election day 
 
__________________________________________________________________________. 
 

A Summer of Suffering for immigrant Children & their Families 
 

George Shivers 
 

Since the spring of 2018 there have been reports of neglect and abuse of immigrant children 
separated from their parents and detained as a result of the Trump administration’s zero-tolerance 
policy. Children are held in 71detainment centers run by private companies that receive funds from 
the federal government to house and supervise the more than 2000 children separated from their 
parents at the border. Children at one of these facilities, the Shiloh Treatment Center, south of 
Houston, TX, described being held down and injected with what they were told were vitamins, but 
which, in many cases, proved to be antipsychotic drugs, as well as a Parkinson’s medication, 
seizure medications and antidepressants. Side effects of the medications made some children feel 
even more desperate, leading to use of even more powerful medications. There were also reports 
of use of physical restraints and violence at Shiloh. A district court judge has ruled that the children 
must be transferred from Shiloh, unless a licensed psychologist or psychiatrist determines that they 
are a threat to themselves or others. 
 
In early August, 2018 a child died after being released from the South Texas Residential Center in 
Dilley, TX. That case is still under investigation and the cause of death has not been published. 
Dr. Peter Hotez, a Baylor College professor of pediatrics, molecular virology and microbiology, 
has spoken of the danger of viral respiratory infections and other viral infections, including some 
that lead to meningitis in facilities where the children are kept in crowded conditions and under 
emotional stress.  
 
In Phoenix, AZ. MVM, Inc., a defense contractor is the primary transportation contractor for the 
federal government’s efforts to reunify families. They have been holding children aged 5 to 17 
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overnight in two empty office buildings in Phoenix. Press reports indicate that the buildings have 
no kitchens and limited bathroom facilities (including no showers). MVM, which is based in 
Virginia, has received contracts worth up to $248 million to transport children since 2014. The 
company has no child care center licenses in Arizona. 
 
The New York Times published a lengthy exposé on the Shenandoah Valley Juvenile Center in 
Virginia, which houses both American and immigrant youth who have behavioral, emotional and 
psychological issues. The article reports teenagers as young as 14 being stripped of their clothing 
and strapped to a chair with their feet, arms and waist restrained by cushioned leather straps. One 
teenager reported being in the chair two and a half days. Sometimes they were required to wear a 
mesh mask over their faces. One detainee in the facility reported that he was locked in a small 
room alone for 23 hours every day. Other detainees at the Virginia facility described being beaten 
while handcuffed, slammed against walls, stabbed with pens and subjected to anti-Latino and other 
racist comments.  
 
Meanwhile as of July 19th over a thousand children had not been returned to their parents, and 
many remain to be reunited as September arrives.  

Sources: https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2018/06/trumps-child-separation-policy-has-
grievously-harmed-parents-deported-without-their-children.html 

http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/ny-news-virginia-abuse-062118-story.html 

https://www.revealnews.org/blog/exclusive-immigrant-kids-held-in-second-phoenix-office-seen-
bathing-in-sinks/ 

https://www.revealnews.org/blog/immigrant-children-forcibly-injected-with-drugs-lawsuit-
claims/ 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2018/07/19/feds-say-more-than-1-000-imm 

Jess Bidgood, Manny Fernandez & Richard Fausset, “The ‘Devil’s Chair’ & Abuse Claims by 
Migrant Teenagers,” the New York Times, Sunday, August 5, 2018.  
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12th Annual LWVMD Constitution Day Program 
Posted by Lwvmd Administrator 156.60vtl on July 16, 2018  

A	PANEL	OF	EXPERTS	WILL	DISCUSS:	“THE	CHANGING	
MAKEUP	OF	THE	SUPREME	COURT”		

 

 
 

SEPTEMBER	17TH	-	RSVP	TODAY!	
Speakers to be Announced 
Exclusive Member Event 

The program and reception are FREE, Reception in Atrium follows program’s Q&A.  
Parking at Baltimore Grand Garage opposite law school is about $8 for 2 hours. 

RSVP required by Sept. 14, seating is limited 
To request seating, parking, and to volunteer, send your name, local League, preferred phone and email to 

andreagruhl@aol.com 
LWV volunteers needed:  Greeters, Ushers, Publication display, Sign-in table, Reception helpers, Donors of 

cookies, brownies, party sandwiches. 
 

  
Co-sponsored by League of Women Voters of Maryland, University of Maryland Carey School of Law, University 

of Maryland-Baltimore, University of Maryland-College Park, College of Behavioral & Social Sciences, MLaw 
Programs. 

WHEN 
September 17, 2018 at 12pm - 2pm  
WHERE 
University of Maryland Carey School of Law  
500 W Baltimore St 
Ceremonial Court Room 
Baltimore, MD 21201 
United States 
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MARYLAND 

 

FALL WORKSHOP 
Saturday, September 29, 2018 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church - 3604 Chatham Road, Ellicott City, MD 21042 

Early Bird Registration* fee: $25 for members, $35 for non-members 
(Includes morning coffee/light breakfast, lunch, materials) 

9:30 a.m. Registration and light breakfast 

Morning Workshop Sessions 
 

10:00 am Briefing on LWVMD Death with Dignity Study - Sandra Bjork and 
committee members 
11:00 am You’re Voting on More than Candidates – 2018 Ballot Question 
Overview – Ralph Watkins, Voter Service Chair 
     OR 
10 am & 11 am - Repeated Session LWVMD Action - the Who, What, When & 
How of State & Local Advocacy – Lois Hybl, Action Chair 

 
12:00 p.m. Lunch 

12:30 p.m. Keynote: Perspectives on Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) 

FALL WORKSHOP 2018 REGISTRATION FORM 
(Deadline for Early Bird Registration - *Sept.18, 2018, Late Registrations - $30 members/$40 guests) 
 
NAME: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
League: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ______________________     Email: _________________________________ 
 
Amount enclosed: _______________________ 
 

Mail to: LWVMD, 111 Cathedral Street, Suite 201, Annapolis, MD 21401 
Questions? Email stateoffice@lwvmd.org or call 410-269-0232 

 

Or REGISTER ONLINE 
Go to lwvmd.org/2018_fall_workshop 

If you or someone you know would like assistance 
from the Lois Stoner Scholarship Fund for the work-
shop fee, please contact the LWVMD office at 410 
269 0232 or by email: stateoffice@lwvmd.org 

 


