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March is Women’s History Month 
 
 

 
 

Carrie Chatman Catt  (center) leads Suffragettes in a parade in 1917 
 



Officers 
 
Linda Reed (Co-President; Corr Award) 
204 Radcliffe Drive Chestertown, 21620 
410-708-8279 
linda_r44@hotmail.com 
 
Jane Hardy (Co-President; E-Voter) 
6023 Lawton Avenue 
Rock Hall, MD 21661, 410-639-7811 
janewhardy@gmail.com 
 
Peggy Markman, 2nd Vice-President; 
Trending Topics;  
20639 Andrew Road 
Rock Hall, MD 21661, 410-639-2149 
pegmarkman@gmail.com 
 
Ronnie Edelman, Secretary; Fall Forum Co- 
Chair) 
32739 Hunt Lane, Galena 21635 
240-620-1498 
ronnie.edelman@gmail.com 
 
Lillian Zelinski (Treasurer; Web; 
Publications updates) 
5960 Lawton Ave 
Rock Hall, MD 21661 
703-966-7660 
lkzelinski@gmail.com 
 
Directors 
 
Margie Baker (Education) 
220 Calvert Street 
Chestertown, MD 21620 
410-778-2110 (no email) 
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Sandra Bjork (Membership; State Chair, 
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410-778-3678 
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Brenda Fazekas (At Large) 
7695 Waterview Lane C’town, 21620 
410 778 4406 
coldsphbrgirl@aol.com 
 
Barbara Flook (Public Relations) 
23746 Lovely La., C’town 21620 
410-703-9682 
bsflook@gmail.com 
 
Anna Hurd (Environment, Education) 
102 Birch Run Rd., C’town 21620 
240-351-9717 
abhurd@hotmail.com 
 
George Shivers (LWVKC Vote) 
116 School Rd., C’town 21620 
410-778-3696 
gshivers2@washcoll.edu 
 
Nancy Smith (Voter Service; Annual 
Meeting; Assistant Treasurer) 
P.O. Box 715 
Rock Hall, MD 21661 
410-639-2739 
nismith@verizon.net 
 
Bobby Sutton (Facebook; Member 
Reception) 
P.O. Box 475 
Chestertown, MD 21620 
410-778-3154 
bobbysutton475@gmail.co 
 
Student Member 
Kelly Gardner (WC Senior) 
703-305-9221 
kgardner2@washcoll.edu 
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Events Calendar 
(See the C-Presidents’ Letter below for more info about several of these events.) 

 
Saturday, January 26, LWVMD Winter Workshop, 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Columbia, MD. See p. 10 below for more details. 
 
Tuesday, February 12, 9:30 a.m., LWVKC Board meeting, Yellow Bldg., Kent 
County Public Library, followed at 11:30 by a celebration of the 99th Birthday 
of the League of Women Voters.  
 
Wednesday, February 20, 7:00 p.m., Trending Topics, Dr. Robert Lynch, 
Washington College, Hynson Lounge.   
 
Saturday, March 2, 10:00 a.m., talk by Dr. Joseph Fitzgerald, author of a just-
published biography on civil rights activist Gloria Richardson, who was the 
leader of the Cambridge Movement, a civil rights struggle in Cambridge, Maryland 
in the early 1960s, co-sponsored by Sumner Hall and the LWVKC, Kent County 
Public Library.  
 
Tuesday, March 5, 8:30 a.m. through lunch) LWVMD’s Legislative Day. See 
p. 11 below for more details. 
 
Tuesday, March 12, 9:30 a.m., LWVKC Board meeting, Yellow Bldg., Kent 
County Public Library, followed at 11:30 by consensus discussion, led by Linda 
Reed, on LWVMD’S Bail and Corrections Study. (See “Message from the Co-
Presidents” below). 
 
Thursday, April 25, 12 noon – LWVKC’c Annual Meeting! (Mark your 
calendars!) 
 

Message from the Co-Presidents 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 

Happy New Year to you all; we hope your holidays held good things— and speaking 
of celebrations, the League of Women Voters will be 99 Years Old on February 14! As 
we anticipate the 100-year-milestone next February (and the 100th anniversary of the 
passage of the 19th Amendment), we need to mark the 99th year as well!  So, please 
join our board or directors for a light lunch and desserts on Tuesday, February 



	 4	

12, starting at 11:30 a.m. at the Yellow House at the Kent County Public 
Library.  We will raise a glass to League of Women Voters and its many 
accomplishments. 

We are happy to return to our “Trending Topics” series and will host an event on 
Wednesday, February 20, 7 p.m. in the Hynson Lounge at Washington College.  
Dr. Robert Lynch, Professor of Economics at Washington College, will speak on 
"The Economic Effects of Granting Legal Status and Citizenship to the Eleven Million 
Undocumented Immigrants in the U.S.” 
 
On Saturday, March 2, 10 a.m. our League will join with Sumner Hall to co-sponsor an 
event  at the meeting room of the Kent County Public Library in Chestertown — a talk 
by  Dr. Joseph Fitzgerald, author of a biography of civil rights activist Gloria 
Richardson, who was the leader of the Cambridge Movement, a civil rights struggle 
in Cambridge, Maryland in the early 1960s. She was recognized as a major figure in 
the U.S. Civil Rights Movement at the time and was honored on the stage at the March 
on Washington for Jobs and Freedom..  More info on Dr Fitzgerald’s book can be found 
here: https://www.aaihs.org/gloria-richardson-and-the-struggle-for-black-
liberation/.  Join us to learn more about this inspiring woman; light refreshments will 
be served. 

Mark your calendars also for Tuesday, March 5, 8:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. — 
LWVMD’s Legislative Day in Annapolis.  Walk the halls of our legislative buildings 
and take the opportunity to meet with our delegates and senator.  Sign up, $25 for 
members, $30 for nonmembers, (includes morning coffee and lunch), and learn more 
at: https://www.lwvmd.org/leg_day_2019 

Join us also on Tuesday, March 12, 11:30 a.m. at the Kent County Public Library’s 
Yellow House, for a consensus meeting on Bail and Corrections in Maryland.  We 
will be forwarding the study’s Fact Sheet and other materials soon.  Bring your bag 
lunch; we will provide beverages and desserts. 

Our fiscal year culminates in our Annual Meeting Luncheon, which will be held this 
year on Thursday, April 25 at Emmanuel Episcopal Church. Our speaker will be 
Ms. Nikki Charlson, Deputy Director of the Maryland Board of Directors.  Her topic 
will be Elections Security in Maryland. Stay tuned for more info about this meeting and 
timely topic! 

2019 isn’t a so-called "election year,” but our League will be involved in candidate 
forums for local elections — and as you can see above, our “plate is full” of informative 
events and celebrations.  We hope to see you this winter and spring at one of our 
programs!  Please contact one of us if you’d like to become involved in the planning of 
any of these meetings. 
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With best wishes, 

Jane Hardy, janewhardy@gmail.com, and Linda Reed, Linda_r44@hotmail.com  
Co-Presidents, League of Women Voters of Kent County 

Program Planning for 2019 - 2020 

Each year our League must review our local program items and decide whether each position 
should be retained, amended, or dropped, and whether a new study on local policies should be 
adopted. Please take a look at the positions below and let one of the co-presidents know if you 
have ideas to amend or drop a position, or if you’d like to launch a new study.  All this for will 
voted on at our annual meeting on April 25. 

LWVKC LOCAL PROGRAM 

 Local Positions – The positions from which the LWVKC is currently working include: 

   Education: Support for the concept of educational opportunity in which each child 
 in the county is encouraged to develop to the limits of his or her potential 

  Housing: Support for the: Active enforcement of the county-wide housing code; active 
enforcement of the county-wide building code; County government actively seeking 
means to meet the county housing needs through private and public money. 

   Planning and Zoning: Support for the comprehensive plan for Kent County. The plan 
should provide for growth but maintain the rural character of the county. 

  County Government: Support for a home-rule type of county government that has 
broad subject matter legislative powers and meets the needs of the citizens of Kent 
County, and whose members are elected from districts. 

  Local Program on Land Use and Growth Management: 

   Land Use/Growth Management:  Action to promote the establishment of coordinated 
land use plans between Kent County and its towns and unincorporated villages. Action to 
promote the establishment of design and development standards for Kent County and its 
communities to achieve land use plans that meet the changing goals and needs of its 
citizens. The process for establishing design and development standards should be based 
equally on the following League of Women Voters’ principles: Broad-based participation 
of the public with consideration of the needs of all the citizens; visioning that is ongoing, 
dynamic, and forward-looking; and consideration of environment and natural resources. 
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  Support for Multi-government decision making on land use and growth 
management issues such as: Coordination of comprehensive plan issues; Critical Area 
issues; community services and facilities; rural and agricultural conservation; 
location/annexation; housing; public waterfront access; infrastructure; parks and 
recreation; residential and commercial  

 Design and development standards categories such as: Density of both structures and 
population; preservation of natural resources, environment, open space; adequate public 
facilities and services, including parks and recreation; aesthetics; compatibility of 
buildings and size plan with surroundings, balance of commercial/industrial and 
residential structures; transportation requirements and traffic impact; historic 
preservation, development; community appearance and design. 

 Background: We adopted this concurrence at our annual meeting in 2002. We have 
used it as a basis for testimony at the County Commission level.  Outlook for Work: We 
will continue to monitor agencies and to testify if possible.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

The Kirwan Report on Excellence in Education 

The Kirwan Report is now out and it is expected that the Maryland Legislature will be considering 
its recommendations during its 2019 session, which opened in mid-January. Their 
recommendations include expansion of high quality, full-day prekindergarten at no cost for 3- and 
4-year olds from families with incomes up to $75,000 for a family of four. For families with 
incomes between $75,000 and $150,000 some public funding would be provided, based on a 
sliding scale. Families with incomes over $150,000 would pay the full cost. Implementing this 
program would require increasing the number of early childhood educators and providing 
professional development incentives. 

Another recommendation was to make teacher preparation programs more rigorous, raising 
licensing standards for new teachers, and making the teaching profession a more attractive career, 
including by raising salaries to make them equitable with those of other highly trained 
professionals that have comparable education requirements. Salary increases would be tied to 
movement up a teacher career ladder with a teacher leadership track and an administrative track. 
Recommendations in this area include changes in the school day, so that teachers would teach 
fewer classes and have more time to improve instruction, plan lessons, and tutor students who are 
falling behind. Teacher scholarships and loan forgiveness programs for students who teach are 
also part of the recommendations. 

In a third area, the commission recommended that a 10th grade-level and career readiness standard 
be established to certify that students have the required literacy in English and mathematics to 
succeed in first-year credit courses in open enrollment postsecondary institutions in the State. 
Students who don’t meet the CCR standard by the end of the 10th grade would be provided with 
11th and 12th grade programs to meet the standard. These programs would include more project 
and program-based courses, summer instruction following 10th grade, and the assignment of a 



	 7	

teacher as the student’s case manager. Also included would be priority access to an enhanced 
career counseling system. 

A fourth recommendation involves providing more resources for at-risk students. These would 
address not only academic needs, but also their social, physical health, mental health and family 
needs. The Commission suggests revising the funding formula for special education students and 
English language learners and to add a concentrated poverty formula to support intensive, 
coordinated services for students in schools with a high level of poverty. Included here would be  
family liaison services, translation services, cultural competence training and referrals to resources 
outside the school. 

Finally, the commission is considering establishing an independent body to oversee and coordinate 
implementation of its recommendations over an anticipated phase-in period of ten years. The 
estimated cost of a phase-in ranges from $806,594,082 in Fiscal Year 2020 to $4,432,365,165 in 
Fiscal Year 2030 

Source: Lois Hybl, LWVMD 1st Vice President. Email: vp1@lwvmd.org 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

The LWVMD Applauds Recent Decision by Governor Hogan Regarding 
Gerrymandering  

In November 2018 Governor Hogan announced an executive order to establish an 
Emergency Commission on Sixth District Gerrymandering in response to a 
November 7 order by the United States District Court for the District of Maryland. 
Governor Hogan appointed three members of the nine-member multi-partisan 
commission. They are Ashley Oleson, LWVMD Administrative Director 
(Unaffiliated), Walter Olson, Senior Fellow at the Cato Institute (Republican), and 
Judge Alexander Williams (Democrat). The six remaining members of the 
commission were to be selected from a public application process, two Democrats, 
two Republicans and two unaffiliated. The Commission met in early January 2019; 
however, the U.S. Supreme Court has agreed to hear a challenge from Maryland’s 
Attorney General Brian E. Frosh. Frosh’s office released a statement saying that a 
“Supreme Court review is needed to provide guidance to the legislature in future 
redistricting.” The Supreme Court has set arguments in the case for March. 
However, Walter Olson, a co-chair of the commission has said that his group will 
proceed with redrawing the map.  

Each of the state’s eight congressional districts must include 721,000 residents, 
based on the population from 2010 Census data divided by eight, subtracting 
incarcerated inmates, who under Maryland law are counted as residents of their 
previous addresses. 
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Sources: 

“Governor Appoints LWVMD Administrator to Emergency Commission on Sixth District 
Gerrymandering.” For more information contact Ashley Oleson,  redistricting@lwvmd.org 

Jennifer Barrios, “Maryland gerrymandering commission meets as case goes to Supreme Court, 
Washington Post, January 4, 2019, https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/md-
politics/commission-in-maryland-gerrymandering-case-meets-as-case-goes-to-supreme-
court/2019/01/04/355240b0-1037-11e9-8938-
5898adc28fa2_story.html?utm_term=.40319dab5ca8 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

2019 Enrollment in the Affordable Care Act in Maryland 
 

While nationally enrollment in the ACA was down, in Maryland there was a 2% increase over 
2018 with a total enrollment of 156,963 residents. According to data from the Maryland Health 
Benefit Exchange, enrollment grew in 16 of the 24 jurisdictions in the state, primarily in rural 
counties. All nine counties on the Eastern Shore saw increases, ranging from a low of 11% in 
Queen Anne’s County to a high of 28% in Wicomico County. Total enrollment in Kent County 
was 597, a 17% increase over last year. 
 
African American enrollment in the state was up 8% and Hispanic enrollment grew by 2%. 
124,541 (79%) of enrolled residents qualified for federal tax credits to lower their monthly 
premiums. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Impact of the Federal Government Shutdown in Maryland 
 
Maryland, with 298,557 federal workers, is third after Washington, DC and New Mexico among 
the states affected most by the shutdown. District 1, our legislative district, has 16,476 federal 
workers, more than some entire states. The agencies most affected are Agriculture, Commerce, 
Homeland Security, Housing and Urban Development, Interior, State, Transportation and 
Treasury. No doubt the shutdown of the Department of Agriculture has the most effect on the 
Eastern Shore. Farmers depend on grants and loans from the federal government buy the seeds, 
fertilizer, etc. for their spring planting. Applications for the $12 billion emergency aid package for 
farmers hurt by the retaliatory tariffs from China are also on hold. The shutdown also affects home 
buyers with mortgages from the USDA. 
 
Sources	for	further	information:	https://www.nteu.org/~/media/Files/nteu/docs/public/legislation/feds-
by-congressional-district-2015.pdf 
 
Christal  Hayes & Michael Collins, “The government shutdown is tied for the third longest on 
record with no end in sight,”  USA Today, 1/6/2019 



	 9	

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2019/01/06/government-shutdown-2019-
negotiations-continue-white-house-congress/2491460002/ 

Rick Barrett, “Government Shutdown could wreak havoc on farmers and the timiing could hardly 
be worse,” USA Today and Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 1/4/2019 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/business/2019/01/04/government-shutdown-farmers-
agriculture-impact/2481655002/ 

Janna Heron, “Government shutdown 2019: Homebuyers with USDA mortgages can’t close on 
house sales,” USA Today, 1/3/2019 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2019/01/03/government-shutdown-2019-some-
homebuyers-cant-finalize-mortgages/247211200 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Agenda 

9:30 Registration and light breakfast 

10:00 and 11:15 pick any two of the following three workshops: 

 
- Bail & Corrections (State Study/Consensus) 

 
- What do you want from NationBuilder? 

- Lobbying for Redistricting Reform 
 

12:30   Lunch and Guest Speaker, Kim Humphrey, Legislative Council for the ACLU of Maryland Education 
Program - The Recommendations of the Kirwan Commission 
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