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CALENDAR 

March 

 
8 –   International Women’s Day 
20 – Spring begins! 
22 – Friday, 10 a.m., Bail Consensus Meeting, Charlestown Retirement 

Community,  Charlestown Square classroom #116 
27 –Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. Book Club, Michelle Obama’s book, 

Becoming.  Betsy Sexton’s home. 
 

April 
 
4 –  Thursday, 10 a.m., Board Meeting 
5 –  Friday, 12-5 p.m. Student Support Network Dropoff, St. Thomas 

Episcopal Church, 1108 Providence Rd. 21286 (flyer) 
6 –  Saturday, 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. Student Support Network Dropoff (flyer) 
8 –  Monday, Sine Die - General Assembly adjourns 
10– LWV Baltimore County Member survey distributed  
17– Wednesday, 5:30-7:30 p.m., Wine Tasting “Beautiful Blends:  The 

Most Carefully Crafted Wines”, Total Wine, 8727 Loch Raven Blvd, 
Towson, MD 21286 (flyer) 

19 –27 Passover  
21 – Sunday, Easter 
28 –10 a.m. – 1 p.m., Membership Meeting Membership Committee 

meeting, Terri Lawler’s, 17 Gray Squirrel Court, Timonium 21093, 
lunch provided 

 

May 

 
6-    Member Survey deadline  
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FROM OUR CO-PRESIDENTS 

Dear League Members, 

A matter of importance to our democracy is the upcoming redistricting that will occur in 

2020. The League is very busy following the legislation currently in the General Assembly 

as well as the Redistricting Reform Commission that has been appointed by Governor 

Hogan. The Supreme Court will soon hear the appeal of the lower court’s ruling on Lamone v. Benisek, where 

Maryland was ordered to redraw the sixth district. The issue in that case is that Maryland’s districting retaliates 

against the plaintiffs because of their political views and errors in the order of the lower court.1 Maryland’s 

Constitution does not explicitly address congressional districting, though there is language regarding districting 

requirements for the state legislature.2 

There are three related terms concerning redistricting that are important to understand: apportionment/ 

reapportionment; redistricting; and gerrymandering. Apportionment refers to the Constitutional dictate that states 

reapportion the number of seats in the House of Representatives based on the ten-year census. Redistricting is the 

process of drawing the lines and gerrymandering is the process of redrawing the district lines to increase a group’s 

political power. Until 1911, the size of the House of Representatives grew as states entered the union, and the overall 

population expanded. The law in 1911 and a second law in 1929 fixed the number of Representatives at 435. States 

now receive a portion of that fixed number dependent on their population and a state’s total may change with each 

census. 

The first gerrymander occurred in 1812 when Elbridge Gerry, governor of Massachusetts signed a redistricting plan 

that he believed would ensure his parties majority in the state senate. Previously, Patrick Henry had attempted to 

draw congressional lines in Virginia to keep James Madison out of office, because they differed over provisions in 

the new Constitution. 

The Brennan Center for Justice publishes A Citizen’s Guide to Redistricting by Justin Levitt. By reviewing existing 

models, Levitt details a number of ideas worth considering when thinking about redistricting. Among these 

possibilities are the following: an independent commission of no more than 15 diverse members; focus on 

independence with maintenance of partisan balance, funding, voting rules and procedures; allow the legislature a 

final tweak; avoid extremes, strive for moderation and allow for local flexibility; expressly prioritize criteria and 

protect minority representation.3 

Hearings are currently underway in the Maryland Legislature on House Bill 44 and Senate Bill 91. These bills 

propose a Maryland constitutional amendment that: amends requirements of State Legislative districts; sets forth 

requirements for congressional districts in the State; requires an independent Legislative and Congressional 

Redistricting Apportionment Commission; defines a role for General Assembly consideration of any redistricting 

plan submitted; and defines the role of the Court of Appeals. 

The State League is asking that we contact our Delegates and Senators and ask for support of this legislation. 

Passage is a long shot, but this is the first volley in what will be ongoing discussion and process concerning 

Maryland’s representation in the Congress. This debate is central to preserving our democracy. 

Your Co-Presidents,   Camille Marx    Camille Wheeler 

                                                 
1 https://www.scotusblog.com, Lamone v. Benisek 
2 See Article III of the Maryland Constitution 
3 For a complete list see: Justin Levitt, A Citizen’s Guide to Redistricting, Brennan Center for Justice at New York University 
School of Law,  https://www.brennancenter.org/publication/citizens-guide-redistricting-2010-edition, pp. 75-81. 

https://www.scotusblog.com/
https://www.brennancenter.org/publication/citizens-guide-redistricting-2010-edition
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WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS 

Since July 1, 2018 we grew by 35 members! 

Kimberly S. Warren 

Jennifer Bolster 

Donna Seely 

Francine Ashby 
 

 LWVMD 

REPORT FROM STATE CIRCLE UPDATE  
Sharalyn Luciani 

One of the most significant advantages of League membership is the biweekly delivery of Report from 

State Circle (RSC) to your inbox throughout the General Assembly session. If you  missed any of the 

2019 four reports, they can be found online at the LWVMD website.  More are coming. 

 

Currently a few hot topics include:  

• HB 399/SB 311 End of Life Option Act (House passage 3/7/19) 

• SB 1030/HB 1413 The Blueprint for Maryland's Future 

• HB 166 Labor and employment–Payment of Wages–Minimum Wage and Enforcement (Fight for 

Fifteen) 

• SB 1020 Campaign Finance–Out-of-State Political Committees (Nathan–Pulliam and Kelley) 

• Environment, Healthy Climate, renewable energy  

 

RSC lists the bills and provides links to official updates so you can see exactly who is 

involved and how the bill has progressed in both House and Senate.  It is also a means of 

tracking legislators as they represent you.  Use the online links in each RSC to see the exact 

status of legislature in real time. 

 

LWV BALTIMORE COUNTY 

COMMITTEES AND REPORTS 

ACTION AND ADVOCACY 

CONSENSUS: BAIL AND CORRECTIONS, UPCOMING MEETINGS 

Bail and Corrections procedures differ in every region of the world and weren’t always the 

system existing today.  Find out the significance of these processes and legislative decisions for both 

victims and the accused.  Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of our bail system.  

Our next Bail and Corrections consensus meeting is March 22, 10 a.m. at Charlestown Retirement 

Community,  Charlestown Square classroom #116. Another meeting will be scheduled. Join us to hear 

the research and discuss how we can effect change. Participate in a discussion to share your stories and 

perspectives as we move toward identifying strategies and solutions that affect our world. 

http://www.lwvmd.org/
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?pid=billpage&tab=subject3&id=hb0399&stab=01&ys=2019RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?pid=billpage&tab=subject3&id=sb1030&stab=01&ys=2019RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=hb0166&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2019RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=sb1020&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2019RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=sb0702&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2019RS
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EDUCATION 

Update on the Summer SNAP for Children Act 

Tam Lynne Kelley, Senior Manager, No Kid Hungry Maryland tkelley@strength.org 

The Summer SNAP for Children Act, House Bill 338 and Senate Bill 218, will 

reduce hunger and poverty for Maryland’s most vulnerable children. Summer 

SNAP for Children provides a supplemental food benefit of an additional $30/child in the summer months 

and $10/child during winter break to very low-income children who receive SNAP benefits (aka food 

stamps). With the support of the League of Women Voters and more than 180 other organizations and 

individuals from around the state, the bill has recently been voted out of the Appropriations Committee. 

The amended bill requires local county matching funds and also reduced the annual state budget 

appropriation to $200,000. Unfortunately, a new member of the Appropriations Committee from 

Baltimore County, Delegate Mangione, voted against the bill. However, two state legislators, Delegates 

Hettleman and Guyton who represent Baltimore County, co-sponsored the legislation.  

Baltimore County Board of Education Approves Amendments to Proposed Operating Budget 

Laurie Taylor-Mitchell, Member Education Committee, League of Women Voters of Baltimore 

County 

ltaylormitchell.ssn@gmail.com 

On February 19, the Baltimore County Board of Education approved amendments to the 

proposed Operating Budget that included increases for food programs and additional support 

staff.  Proposed by Board Member Lily Rowe, budget changes included $1 million dollars to fund more 

access to food programs in 22 high-poverty schools. The additions to support staff proposed by Board 

Member Lisa A. Mack would add 8 more Social Workers, 8 more Pupil Personnel Workers, 5 more 

Counselors, and 3 more School Psychologists, at a cost of $1.4 million dollars.  In Ms. Mack's testimony 

on the importance of Pupil Personnel Workers,  she mentioned that BCPS ranks 3rd in the state, very close 

to 2nd in the state, in having very high absentee rates.  The increased funding for food programs, notably 

the Community Eligibility Provision, has been supported by the League of Women Voters of Baltimore 

County since last year. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Help us improve and strengthen our League!   

Terri Lawler, Membership Chair 

The Membership Committee is happy to announce the development of a short but important member 

interest survey which will appear in our next April/May Voter.  We are hopeful for completion by May 6, 

2019, with 100% member participation.  Members will be able to access the questionnaire in several ways. 

The easiest will be online through a link in the April Voter and email. Alternatively, the survey and 

directions will be included in next month’s Voter or it may  be downloaded from our website, completed, 

and mailed to the office.  

Personal information provided by members will only be used within the Baltimore County League and 

will not be shared with other organizations.  The purpose of the survey is to allow the Membership 

Committee to match member interests and experience with League activities and committee assignments 

mailto:tkelley@strength.org
mailto:ltaylormitchell.ssn@gmail.com
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facilitating member integration into the organization; to measure whether we are achieving our goals of 

increasing membership diversity with respect to age and minority participation; and to assist our 

Programming Committee in identifying topics of interest to the members and the preferred mode of 

delivery.   

Information obtained from this survey will help us improve and strengthen our League!  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

Membership Committee 

Membership Chair, Terri Lawler 

From time to time, Baltimore County LWV participates in community events to let people know who we 

are and what we do.  We need volunteers to cover specific time blocks at these events.  No experience is 

necessary – just a willingness to commit to a few hours on a particular day to hand out information and 

promotional items (all of which will be provided).  It’s a fun way to promote our organization while getting 

to know fellow League members.  If interested, please contact Terri Lawler at talawler@gmail.com or 

(410) 252-9222. 

We need volunteers for the following upcoming events: 

• Sat. June 1, 2019, from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. at Boscov’s White 

Marsh Summer Family Celebration – Event Chair:  Camille Marx at marx7633@comcast.net 

• Sat. June 22, 2019, from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. at Perry Hall Town Fair 

– Event Chair:  Eileen Robier at myladyefaire@aol.com     

VOTERS’ SERVICE  

Update on Voter Registration at U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 

The United States welcomes approximately 700,000 – 750,000 new citizens every year through many 

naturalization ceremonies in communities across the country. Registering these individuals to vote is an 

important project for the League of Women Voters, which provides grants to local leagues to support this 

effort. The League of Women Voters of Maryland has had such a grant for several years.  

Most of the ceremonies the League covers in Maryland are at the Baltimore Field Office of the U.S. 

Citizenship and Immigration Service (USCIS) in Baltimore County. In 2018, we registered 1,116 new 

voters in 38 ceremonies at USCIS. About two-thirds of our volunteers were members of the League of 

Women Voters of Baltimore County. The remaining volunteers were members of other local Leagues or 

nonmembers.  

In addition to the ceremonies at USCIS, a smaller number of ceremonies are held at the federal courthouse 

in Baltimore City (generally twice a month, organized by the City League) and at the federal courthouse 

in Greenbelt (generally once a month, organized by the Prince George’s County League). Unlike the 

USCIS naturalization ceremonies, which are most often on weekdays, the ceremonies at these other sites 

are generally on Saturdays. If anyone is interested in registering voters at these events, please email me at 

barbara.crain.10@gmail.com . 

mailto:talawler@gmail.com
mailto:marx7633@comcast.net
mailto:myladyefaire@aol.com
mailto:barbara.crain.10@gmail.com
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PROGRAMMING AND EVENTS 

BOOK CLUB READS 

Everyone is invited to join our book club. All discussions begin at 7:30 p.m. at Betsy Sexton’s home. 

Contact esexton2009@gmail.com for directions.  Books are chosen by members and available at the public 

library. Discussions are open whether you’ve finished reading or not.  

Wednesday, March 27, 7:30 p.m. Michelle Obama’s book, Becoming.  

In her memoir, a work of deep reflection and mesmerizing storytelling, Michelle Obama 

invites readers into her world, chronicling the experiences that have shaped her—from her 

childhood on the South Side of Chicago to her years as an executive balancing the demands 

of motherhood and work, to her time spent at the world’s most famous address. 

Next books 

✓ April,  Wolves at the Door: The True Story of America's Greatest Female Spy by Judith Pearson 

✓ May, Educated, New York Times Best Seller by Tara Westover  

LET’S DRINK A TOAST!! 

Join us on April 17, 5:30 to 7:30, at Total Wine and More in Towson for a fun wine 

tasting class— Beautiful Blends—and drink a toast to our good fortune, get to know each 

other better, and blend our interests.  SEE FLIER IN THIS ISSUE FOR DETAILS.  Or go 

directly to this link to register online. Seats are limited. 

 

OF FURTHER INTEREST 

MARCH IS WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 

In honor of the women who have preceded us 

What comes to mind when you hear the word suffrage? Do you think back to the 

official beginning, the Seneca Falls Convention in 1848, convened by Elizabeth 

Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott?  Do you picture Alice Paul and other young 

women of 1920 lined up in front of Wilson’s White House before being dragged 

off to jail?  Do your hands go to your pockets searching for your Susan B. Anthony 

dollar?  

The suffragettes and first women to vote after the passage of the 19th Amendment 

were intelligent, dedicated, and tough.  The tactics used by these women became 

“THE POLITICAL MODEL for social and political reform movements for the 

remainder of the 20th century – most notably the Civil Rights movement and the 

anti-war movements?”4  

                                                 
4 Turning Point Suffragist Memorial, SuffragistMemorial.org,  https://suffragistmemorial.org/suffrage-history/ 

mailto:esexton2009@gmail.com
http://www.lwvbaltimore.org/
https://suffragistmemorial.org/suffrage-history/
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However, according to a recent New York Times opinion article, “When the Suffrage Movement Sold 

Out to White Supremacy”, “African-American women were written out of the history of the woman 

suffrage movement.” 5    

And there were many African Americans. Born around 1797, Sojourner Truth, an 

emancipated slave, was the first known African American suffragist. She was believed to 

have delivered a powerful speech in favor of women’s rights at the Akron, Ohio, woman’s 

convention in 1851 entitled “Ain’t I a Woman?” Mary Church Terrell, member of the 

National American Suffrage Association, reminded White women that excluding women 

because of race was like excluding them because of gender. Poet and novelist Frances 

Ellen Watkins Harper, born in Baltimore,  was central to the struggles for both African-

American and women’s rights in 1866 and a founding member of the American Woman 

Suffrage Association. Sarah Parker Redmond, another respected suffragist and abolitionist 

in the 1860s, grew up in a prominent New England family. As an educated Black journalist, 

newspaper editor, anti-lynching campaigner, and Civil Rights leader,  Ida B. Wells played 

a starring role in the earlier 20th-century suffrage movement. She founded the Alpha 

Suffrage Club for African-American women, the first suffrage club for Black women.  She 

marched in the 1913 suffrage parade in Washington, D.C., refusing to march in the back as 

requested.  

Turning Point Suffragist Memorial Association (TPSM) is creating a national Memorial to all 

American suffragists, with a special focus on those imprisoned at Occoquan, who endured harsh 

conditions and abuse to win voting rights for American women. The memorial will 

honor these brave women and provide awareness and education about how their 

courage, methods, and commitment led to the passing of the 19th Amendment to the 

Constitution. Located in Occoquan, Virginia, it presents a comprehensive background 

on women’s suffrage.  

The Memorial is not complete, but in the meantime the website  and the Institute offer volumes of 

information.  Participants in the movement are commemorated, and their actions are described and listed 

on the website. The goal is to “educate, inspire, empower,” so the information is 

comprehensive. The Education section comprises many aspects of women’s history. 

Names and descriptions include not just women you may recognize,  but entire categories 

of African American women, Jewish women, suffragettes by state, and contributions of the 

General Federation of Women’s Clubs (GFWC) and the American Association of 

University Women (AAUW). 

As the centennial of the 19th Amendment approaches, it’s time for a renewed look at the 

past and acknowledgement of the women who contributed to equality and women’s rights. 

Explore  https://suffragistmemorial.org/ on your own and learn more.  

  

                                                 
5 Staples, B, (February 2, 2019), When the Suffrage Movement Sold Out to White Supremacy, New York Times,  
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/02/opinion/sunday/women-voting-19th-amendment-white-supremacy.html  

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/frances-ellen-watkins-harper
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/frances-ellen-watkins-harper
http://www.salemwomenshistory.com/sarah-parker-remond.html
https://suffragistmemorial.org/
http://suffragistmemorial.org/
file:///C:/Users/Sharalyn%20Luciani/Desktop/2018-2019%20Newsletter/8%20March%202019/suffragistmemorial.org
https://suffragistmemorial.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/02/opinion/sunday/women-voting-19th-amendment-white-supremacy.html
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Flyers 
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Look, Swirl, Smell, TASTE 

Join LWV Baltimore County members in a unique class to learn about and taste our way through 

“Beautiful Blends:  The Most Carefully Crafted Wines”.   

 

Wednesday, April 17, 2019 

5:30-7:30 p.m. 

Total Wine & More 

8727 Loch Raven Blvd, Towson, MD 21286 

Donation: $20 

Happy hour food and wines provided 

Reservations required by April 8. Limit 30 persons.  

 
Parking and accessible access: Enter Total Wine lot and immediately turn left around Ethan Allen. Park 

by the hedge, not against the wall. 

 

April 17 Beautiful Blends: The Most Carefully Crafted Wines 

Name  

phone  

email  

Cost $20/person= 
Register and pay online with PayPal: LWVBaltimoreCounty.org 

OR make check payable to LWV Baltimore County and mail registration form to:  

League of Women Voters of Baltimore County, 6600 York Road, Suite 211, Baltimore, MD 21212 

http://www.lwvbaltimorecounty.org/
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LWV BALTIMORE COUNTY  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2018-2019 
Co-Presidents: Camille Marx, Camille Wheeler 

1st Vice President: Neilson Andrews 

2nd Vice President: Jennifer Haire 

Secretary & Website: Sheila Maleson 

Treasurer: Barbara Dezmon 

Elected Directors: 

Barbara Crain, Leslie Grant, Barbara Hopkins,  

Theresa Lawler, Jane McCarthy, 

Ralph Rigger, Caroline Seamon, Elizabeth Sexton,  

Barbara Ensor, Barbara Simmons 

Newsletter: Sharalyn Luciani 

Office Manager: Wilma Rosenberger 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Not a member yet? Join today! 

• Call the office:  410.377.8046 

• Visit: www.BaltimoreCounty.org 

League of Women Voters of Baltimore County  

6600 York Road, Suite 211  

Baltimore, MD 21212 

Return service requested.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEAGUE OFFICE HOURS  

Monday through Friday 10a.m.-1p.m.  

Office Manager, Wilma Rosenberger  

410.377.8046 

lwvbaltimore@comcast.net 

www.LWVBaltimoreCounty.org  

 

http://www.baltimorecounty.org/
mailto:lwvbaltimore@comcast.net
http://www.lwvbaltimorecounty.org/

